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Church / Charge Conference 2018

C

Thursday, December 13 • 6:30 pm

harge Conference is the Annual Meeting of a local
church or pastoral charge. Charge Conferences
are convened by the authority of a District
Superintendent for specific higher level administrative
decisions, or at least annually for the purpose of
celebrating the present ministries of a church and
looking forward to the future. Financial and leadership
decisions are made, and status reports on property and
assets of the local church are submitted. This year
the agenda will include a video message from Bishop
Hee-Soo Jung, and an opening worship time led by our
District Superintendent Rev. Forrest Wells.
Our Charge Conference will be convened as a “Church
Conference” allowing all current members of the church
to vote on the items that will be brought forward. All

agenda items have been developed and reviewed by the
appropriate administrative and ministry committees prior
to submittal. There are no surprises on the agenda.
One of the most valuable and important aspects of
the annual Church / Charge Conference is that it
provides a regular venue for interaction with our District
Superintendent, not in a time of pastoral change
or transition, but in a time focused on the ongoing
ministry and life of the congregation. Our District
Superintendent has been serving in the South East
District since July 1st, and has preached at Community
UMC in Cedarburg on a Sunday this past September.
By attending and participating in our Church / Charge
Conference, you will give him a chance to know our
church and its people even better.

C

Christmas Eve

hristmas Eve worship services allow us
to celebrate the birth of Jesus with one
another, and to participate in the story
in ways that bring the gift of God’s amazing
love into our hearts. We will hear the sacred
texts, sing the seasonal songs, and find room
for the Christ Child in our own hearts. Once
again there will be three distinct services
offered at three different times.

5:00 p.m.
Service designed for Young Children and Families
7:00 p.m.
Service of Carols and Preaching with Candlelight
11:00 p.m.
Service of Scripture, Holy Communion and Candlelight

200 Years

"Silent Night"

G

entle tunes and soothing words that touch
the soul: The quiet melody of “Silent
Night” has remained uninterrupted for 200
years. A song that promises consolation and gives
hope. Over and over again…
For centuries, the song has crossed borders and
overcome crises. It connects people no matter
their origin or age, and provides a link back to
the time during which it was created. 200 years
ago, Joseph Mohr, a priest from Salzburg, and
Franz Xaver Gruber, a teacher from Upper Austria,
sang the song for the very first time at the St.
Nikola Church in Oberndorf near Salzburg. The
original poem was authored by Joseph Mohr,
whereas Franz Xaver Gruber added the melody
on his request. Only a few years later, singing
families from the Zillertal valley carried the song
from Austria into Europe and the rest of the
world. Today, the song is performed in over 300
languages and dialects.

This past fall we’ve been celebrating the
contributions of musicians to our worship services.
Lots of sounds fill our sanctuary each week made
possible by the dedication and sacrifices of many
volunteers. Sometimes, however, it is good to
pause and take a breath. Into this quiet comes
a simple melody like Silent Night…bringing great
joy and hope. In this busy season, take time to
breathe, listen for quiet melodies speaking to your
heart and soul.
- In

Christ, your Music Leadership Team

Want to Sing with the Choir on Christmas Eve?

We’re putting together a wonderful array of easy,
singable songs for the 7:00 pm worship service
on Monday, Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve. We’re
practicing at 7:00 pm on Thursday, Dec. 20th,
and as a bonus, at least four of our members’

children will be joining us. Won’t you consider
lifting your voice in praise on this night of great
joy? Just show up and be part of the heavenly
chorus.

December Food Drive

N

orthcott Neighborhood House, 6th & Wright
in Milwaukee, will receive our food collection
during December. Let's donate generously!

We can have a wonderful impact on this area of
Milwaukee at Christmas with our food ministry.
The gift of food is always welcomed!

There will be no Sunday School
December 23, December 30, & January 6
Adult Sunday School Preview - January 13, 9:15 a.m.
in the Community Room

T

hank you for your positive response to our 2019 General Budget Pledge Drive. While we still
have a few pledge cards outstanding, we are projecting an annual increase of approximately
$9,000 over 2018. This increase, combined with several budget reductions, allows us to
meet our 2019 General Budget goals of absorbing $10,000 of annual Youth Pastor costs as well as
expanding our Mission Outreach giving by $500. Thank you for your faithful support of the CUMC
Mission and Ministry.

Auction Thanks!

M

any thanks to all who stayed after the
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner for the Dessert
Auction. CUMC raised $2,000 to be used to
acquire a new laptop and software for the Children's
Ministry. The rest will be going to the benevolence
fund. Thanks for your support.

Merry Christmas!
What a year we have had in Mosaic Youth Ministry!
Our students feel blessed to be a part of a church
that is for them and willing to invest in their lives. I
believe that there has never been a more difficult time
to be a teenager, with eons of information, opinions,
temptations, and pressures that are unique and
unprecedented. Our youth ministry is and continues
to become a place that is safe for Middle and High
schoolers of every stripe to explore friendship and faith
alongside their peers. 2018 has been the next step for
so many of our students as they've learned to grow
not only in their faith but also socially, emotionally, and
physically. Whether they were on one of our several
retreats, trips, attended an event, got involved in
Sunday School, or became core members in our Youth
Group - our students have grown as leaders among their
peers while becoming more like Jesus.
In early November, 20 of our students went on Fall
Retreat and spent the weekend focusing in on the theme
"Fear Not." So much of our lives can be consumed by
fear, which turns into lives of anxiety and shame. Many
of us then form bad habits to cope with these anxieties
and fears. Often these habits go with us into adulthood,
and the result of this can turn into all kinds of things
that plague us for years with varying negative results.
So, for us in whatever season we find ourselves, to
know that Jesus has actually conquered fear, death, and
sin, and is able to do so in each of our lives is something
we need to hear and practice often in our lives. Fall
Retreat was a great time where students were able to
bond with each other, form fun memories, have good
food, drink hot chocolate, but also a time to invite Jesus
into their current situation and trust Him as the one who
can conquer whatever fear is in their lives.
With this in mind, we're already turning the page to our
Winter Retreat, which is February 1-3 at Expeditions
Unlimited in Baraboo, WI. Our theme is "Follow Me"
and this should be our best retreat yet! Signups will
open for Winter Retreat on December 2nd, and Early
Bird Rates will be available through Sunday, January
6th! This year's retreat will offer the best of winter with
the benefits of great indoor spaces as well. Expeditions
Unlimited has a great gymnasium with rock climbing
wall, volleyball, basketball and dodgeball, and great

outdoor activities like broomball, tubing, and cross
country skiing. This will be a great weekend you won't
want to miss, so sign up as soon as you can!
Lastly, we have a few great events coming up in
December to get us ready for Christmas. In addition
to three services on Christmas Eve, we also will be
caroling on Sunday, December 9th - meeting in CUMC
Fellowship Hall at 6pm, where we will carpool and sing
some carols. Middle schoolers are invited to come to
youth group at 5pm, and then stay for caroling at 6pm.
High schoolers are invited to come as caroling will take
the place of youth group that night. In addition, we will
have our Mosaic Christmas Party on Sunday, December
16th at The Mineshaft in Hartford. We will need some
parents to drive and help us carpool for what should be
an awesome time! There are tons of arcade systems and
plenty of pizza and food to be had, so please sign up to
let us know if you are coming to the party on December
16th! Food will be covered, but bring some money for
gaming!
We're so glad to be able to walk alongside students on
their journeys through middle and high school life. From
Nate, and all of the volunteers who make Mosaic Youth
Ministry happen, we want to wish each and every one
of you a very Merry Christmas!
Upcoming Events:
- Sunday, December 9: All Ages Caroling; 6pm, meeting
at CUMC
- Sunday, December 16, Mosaic Youth + Teens 		
Christmas Party, Meet at CUMC at 4pm, arrive home
at 8pm
- Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve Services
@ CUMC; 5pm, 7pm, 11pm
- February 1 - 3: Mosaic Youth + Teens Winter Retreat
@ Expeditions Unlimited, Baraboo, WI.

-Nate Gruber

Director of Student Ministries

T

hank you to everyone who participated in the 1st Annual
Turkey Bowl and who came to the Thanksgiving meal
after! We hope you had a great time! We want to make
the Turkey Bowl an annual event so let us know what you
thought about it.
We have several events this month that we are very excited
about. Caroling with the choir was so much fun last year that
we decided to join them again! On December 9th at 6pm we
will meet at the church and then carpool to local households to
spread some Christmas cheer! Bring your friends and favorite
Christmas cookie and join us for fellowship time after. Hot
chocolate will be provided.
On December 16th, we will be having a Sunday School
Christmas Party. Kids can come to Sunday School in their
pajamas and enjoy breakfast while playing games and watching
The Star. We will start the movie at the beginning of Sunday
School and it will go through the 10:15am service so no need
to pick your kids up until after church that day. Going to be
out of town on this Sunday? No worries because we will also
be showing the movie at our Mommy and Me playdate on
December 12th from 9am-noon.

The Mosaic Kids will be singing a Christmas carol at the 5pm service on Christmas Eve. This is a family friendly
service you won't want to miss! The more kids that join in the more fun it will be!!!
We hope to see you at these events and are looking forward to celebrating Christmas with the Mosaic Kids!

-Tricia Gruber and Jen Lange

Co-Directors of Children's Ministry

S

Poinsettias

ign up today to purchase poinsettias to beautify our
sanctuary for the Dec.16th and the Christmas Eve
Services. Cost is $9.00 a plant. They may be taken
home anytime after the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.
The sign-up sheet is on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall. The
order deadline is Sunday, December 9.

M

ost of us are so blessed to live where we do and to
have what we have. But not everyone is so fortunate.
This includes our brothers and sisters overseas,
in other parts of the United States, and in our own local
communities. Please take a few minutes to review these
giving opportunities, and consider prayerfully what help you
would want if you were in such a situation. Thank you for your
incredible generosity, and may God bless each and every one.
Your Mission Outreach Team

Deadlines
Lasata Christmas Gifts........................ December 10
Mittens/Hat/Scarf Tree ...................... December 16
81st Street School ............................... December 16
Mr. Bob's Under the Bridge............... December 16
Christmas Gift Cards............................ December 16

Mr. Bob's Under The Bridge

M

r. Bob’s Under the Bridge is an outreach
in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, serving the
homeless community in the city of
Milwaukee and surrounding communities. Every
Saturday morning “Mr. Bob,” Bob Burmeister, and
dozens of volunteers gather at Kosciuszko Park
2201 S 7th St, Milwaukee, WI 53215, where they

distribute a variety of much-needed items to
homeless men, women, and children. Mr. Bob’s
also provides warm coffee and snacks on Saturday
mornings, encouraging fellowship and creating a
sense of community. Donations will be accepted
until December 16.

Travel Sizes are Best
Toothbrushes • Toothpaste • Bar Soap • Shampoo • Conditioner • Face Cloths
Hand Sanitizer • Toilet Paper • Hand/Face Wipes • Lip Balm • Bandaids
New Men's and Women's Underwear • Women's Personal Hygiene Items • Coffee
Powder Creamer • Sugar • Hot Chocolate Mix
Gloves • Warm Hats • Socks • Thermal Underwear • Winter Boots • Hand Warmers
Warm Winter Coats • Sleeping Bags • Warm Blankets

Christmas
Gift
Cards

C

UMC Outreach Committee is again offering the
opportunity to make Christmas a "wonderful time
of year" for our Milwaukee neighbors. Clients of
these UM agencies are issued gift cards to purchase
needed items during the holiday season. Please
purchase gift cards in $10 or $20 amounts from Target or
Walmart. There is a decorated box in the church office to
receive your gift cards by December 16.
Thank you for your generosity!

81st Street School

P

rovide any of these needed items for the Eighty First
Street School (81st Street and Burleigh, Milwaukee)
through Principal Mr. Harry Orkowski. Collection
through December 16.

Kleenex ∙ Hand sanitizer ∙ Pencils ∙ Pencil Sharpeners
Erasers ∙ Crayons ∙ Colored Pencils ∙ Notebooks
Folders ∙ Glue Sticks ∙ Washable White Glue
Markers ∙ Blunt-tipped Scissors ∙ Construction Paper
Pencil Boxes ∙ Ballpoint Pens ∙ Theme Ruled Paper
Highlighters ∙ Rulers ∙ Index Cards ∙ Backpacks
Any sports equipment

Poinsettia Delivery

P

oinsettias will be available for delivery to
shut-ins on Sunday, December 10. This long-standing
tradition in our congregation puts a smile on a face and
reminds the recipient of our congregation’s love and care. Watch
for the flowers in Fellowship Hall and take this opportunity to
reach out and bring joy and holiday cheer from our congregation.

Schermer Pecan Sale

O

ur Schermer Pecans have arrived and
are available for purchase after both
services for $10.00 a bag. We have
plain, milk chocolate, dark chocolate, and
caramel clusters. Please consider them for gifts
and your Holiday cooking. If you want a large
amount for gifts please let Vicki Streich know
as soon as possible. Profits will benefit UMCOR
Disaster Relief, which provides supplies during
the time of crisis and disaster.

Lasata Christmas Gifts

P

lease help put smiles on the faces of
residents of Lasata by giving gift donations.
The residents look forward to opening
their gifts with much anticipation knowing their

packages are hand selected personally for each
one. Please see the Christmas Gift List below.
Place unwrapped donations in the donation box.
Donations will be accepted until December 10.

Toiletries

Aftershave lotions & colognes
Soft toothbrush, toothpaste,
denture brush, mouthwash
Large boxes of Kleenex or Puffs
Hair picks, brushes, combs
Dove bar soap
Hand and body lotions
Cologne, perfume
Chapstick

Miscellaneous

Candy

Andes chocolate mints
Sugar-free candy

Clip earrings, pins, necklaces
Decorative tins of cookies, candy
Stuffed animals (a favorite)
Large faced watches
(men & women)
DVD movies

Annual Mitten/Hat/Scarf Tree
November 25-December 16

W

e hope all the knitters, crocheters, and shoppers are
busy making or getting hats, mittens and scarves for
Northcott at 6th and Wright and United Methodist
Children's Services at 39th and Lisbon Ave. Our tree will be up
by November 25 for you to decorate with these much needed
and appreciated items. Thank you very much for helping keep
someone warm this winter! The last day for contributing to the
tree is Sunday, December 16.

C

UMC’s 2018 Christmas offering will be given
to “Senegal Anti-Poverty Initiative” and
“Franciscan Peacemakers.”

The Senegal Anti-Poverty Initiative is a program
that assists women in Senegal to begin and sustain
their own businesses. Women in Senegal are often
the breadwinners and have the responsibility for
supporting their families.
Franciscan Peacemakers provide a pathway to
a sustainable healthy, safe, productive life for
women engaging in prostitution due to trauma,
human sex trafficking or drug addiction.

Please consider a generous donation this Christmas
to Senegal Anti-Poverty Initiative or Franciscan
Peacemakers.

Men to continue their study of Revelation

L

ater this month the men will begin to study William
Barclay’s second volume on Revelation: The
Revelation of John. The first treatise we are just
completing served as an introduction which addressed
John’s letters to the seven churches of Asia Minor (now
Turkey). In this second volume we will meet the many
picturesque images that are identified with Revelation:
the four horses and their riders, the antichrist, the beast,
Armageddon, the Millennium, the new Jerusalem, and
numerous others. Do these images apply only to John’s
audience in 100 CE or do they still apply today?

Cribbage
Cribbage Club will not be meeting in December.
Watch for more information about the January date.
If you have any questions, please contact Lorna
Harmsen at (262)236-9849.

CUMC Caroling
Sunday, December 9 • 6 p.m. start
Join families (all ages welcome) from CUMC as we
carol outside to various local households; enjoy
cookie fellowship following singing (plan on bringing
a plate of cookies to share - cocoa provided!) Santa
hats encouraged!

Barclay, renowned Presbyterian minister, Professor
and Chair of Divinity and Biblical Criticism at Glasgow
University, and author of the Daily Bible Study series,
will help us understand and interpret these images.
Importantly, we will see how Revelation is based on
events and commentary as found in the Old Testament.
While Revelation is considered by some to be the most
difficult book of the Bible to understand, Barclay will
present us with information that we can use to see how
John’s prophecies relate to today.
Please mark your calendars and join us Thursday
mornings at PJ Pipers at 7 am. Breakfast or coffee is
optional but discussion is not.

A

mazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support CUMC every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When
you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the
exact same shopping experience as Amazon.
com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to
CUMC. What an easy way to support CUMC!
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Click on
the AmazonSmile logo on our website to access
our account easily, or use this link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1238277

Thank you!

New Beginnings Are Possible

W

Thursday, December 20 • 3:30 p.m.

e serve a hot meal on the third Thursday of
the every month to a group of youth, ages
6 to 18. This is often the only warm meal
these kids get a day. This is why it’s so important for
Outreach to continue to support this program. The kids
are so appreciative!

Please see the sign up sheet on the kiosk in Fellowship
Hall to contribute food or to help serve.
We carpool from CUMC at 3:30, and we serve dinner at
5:00. If you have any questions, contact Susie Heiniger
at (414)303-6739.

December
December 1		
Arden Riddle
			Emil Assmann
December 6		
Sandy Mantooth
					
December 9		
Jeff McCray
December 12		

Dan Jablonski

December 13		
Susan Kelly
			Lew Hanson
December 14		
Madeline Geszvain
			
December 15		
Marjorie Van Vickle

December 16		

Ryan Coert

December 18		
Barbara Ridgely
			Debbie Bauer
December 20		
Joseph Grams
			Karen Eggert
		
December 23
Kimberly Polan
			Dick Frankson
December 26		
Ellen Holyoke
			Darrell Olson
					
December 30		

Valerie Olson

Not on the Birthday List? Please contact the CUMC office.

Financial Peace University Possibilities

I

s debt undermining the joys of Christmas? Are you
tired of living paycheck to paycheck? Would you like
to experience a peace of mind that comes from having
agreed to live and give like never before? CUMC once
again is considering offering this valuable class after
Christmas. From past participants, we’ve heard that
many folks wish they had taken this at a much younger
stage of their lives. We’re particularly looking for young
families, couples, singles, even teens that might benefit
from these dynamic ideas and constructive help. But
wait…is it too late for the boomers? No, team leader
Ellie W., took the class when she turned 60 and it has

been a game changer. Have friends outside of CUMC?
Invite them – better yet bring them or make it a date
night/day for a group of people. Talk to Nate or Tricia
Gruber about their experience with FPU or speak to any
of our team of leaders: Randy, Matt, Ellie or Eldene. We
are looking for a commitment from at least five couples/
singles to offer this experience and if younger families
take us up on this course, we’ll try to provide childcare.
Class is a nine week commitment and costs a little over
$100…well worth the investment!

Family Promise Update

F

amily Promise of Ozaukee County continues to
serve people in our area, changing their lives by
helping them become self-sufficient and obtaining
help for housing, employment, and health issues. This
program truly is impacting lives. During the week of
Thanksgiving, nine people were in the program: a
woman with 3 children; a man, his significant other, and
their 1 year old daughter, and one woman and her 17
year old son.
Our next hosting week is January 6th to the 13th.
Please check your calendars and sign up where you
can. The sign-up sheets will be up December 2nd, and
new volunteers are always welcome. If you have ANY
questions about any of the areas, please ask. This is
not hard work; it just needs some time and an accepting
heart. All of our guests have expressed thanks for the
way they have been received at CUMC.
Basic areas of service include the following:
Set-up and Take-down…Approximately 30-40 minutes
on Sunday the 6th and/or the 13th. Questions? Talk to
Gayle Buege or Lynne Buehler.

Dinners/Food supplies…Times, partnering, substitutions.
Talk with Joann Jacobs.
Hosting 5—7 pm or 7—9 pm…(Dinner and
conversations/games with guests). Talk to Carla
Schmidt or Val Nichols
Overnight 8:30pm or 9pm until 7am...According to
national Family Promise requirements, one male and one
female from the host or partner church need to stay
each night. Talk to Elizabeth Burhke or Mark Lovy.
St. Boniface Episcopal Church in Mequon will continue
as our partner church for which we are grateful. They
have donated food and time (including overnight) for
each of our Family Promise weeks.
What better way to begin the New Year than by serving
others? CUMC offers many opportunities to help others.
Please consider volunteering for Family Promise during
one of our 4 weeks in 2019.
Thank you,

Carla Schmidt and Val Nichols

December
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

UM Student Day

Thursday
Men's Study
7:00 AM

WORSHIP 8:00 AM
Here We Come A
Caroling 9:15 AM
WORSHIP 10:15 AM

Friday

Saturday

Office Closed

25 26 27 28 29 30 1
Trellis Small Group
7:00 PM

Mommy & Me
9:00 PM

Handbells 6:30 PM

Acts 29
7:00 PM

WORSHIP 8:00 AM
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
Here We Come A
Caroling 9:15 AM
WORSHIP 10:15 AM
Confirmation 4:00 PM
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM
Caroling at Mequon
Tree Lighting 5:00 PM

2

Deadline - Poinsettias
WORSHIP 8:00 & 10:15
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
Here We Come A
Caroling 9:15 AM
Confirmation 4:00 PM
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM
CUMC Caroling
6:00 PM

3

Praise Lab 5:00 PM
Outreach 6:00 PM

4

Acts 29
7:00 PM

Women of Faith
11:30 AM
Libby Montana

5
Handbells 6:30 PM
Mommy & Me
The Star Movie
9:00 AM

Chancel Choir
7:00 PM
Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

6

7

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

Sip and Sample
Fundraiser for Family
Promise 6:00 PM
Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

3rd Sunday of Advent
WORSHIP 8:00 AM
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
WORSHIP 10:15 AM
Confirmation 3:00 PM
Mosaic Youth Holiday
Party - 4:00 PM
Mineshaft

Facilities
6:30 PM
Finance
7:00 PM
Welcoming
7:00 PM

Acts 29 &
Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

Mary Martha
12:30 PM
Zarletti's

Handbells 6:30 PM

CUMC
Charge Conference
6:30 PM
Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

NO Sunday School
3rd Sunday of Advent
WORSHIP 8:00 AM
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
WORSHIP 10:15 AM

Praise Lab
5:00 PM

Ad Council
7:00 PM

Office Closed
CHRISTMAS EVE

Acts 29
7:00 PM
Staff-Parish 7:00 PM

New Beginnings
Meal 3:30 PM

Handbells 6:30 PM

Merry Christmas!

Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

3

4

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
NO Sunday School

Children & Family
5:00 PM

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Office Open
9:00 - Noon

30 31

WORSHIP 10:00 AM
Special Time,
One Service

Office Closed

Choral, Preaching &
Candlelight 7:00 PM
Communion
& Scripture
11:00 PM

Happy New Year!
Office Closed

1

2
Bell Choir 7:00 PM

Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

5
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Growing devoted followers of Christ. Equipping passionate leaders in service.
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All visitors are welcome to worship with us on Sunday mornings.
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
After Labor Day | 8:00 a.m. or 10:15 a.m.

Pastor | Rev. Don Greer | PastorDon@CedarburgCUMC.org
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Hours | Memorial Day Through Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
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“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”
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