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Sunday Messages

on Congregational Revitalization

H

ow do we “do” Church? How do we “re-think”
Church? How do we know whether or not
anything needs to change, or understand what
to change, or how to change? There are so many
questions!
During the past six years before coming to Community
United Methodist Church in Cedarburg, I worked
with congregations and circuits all over the state of
Wisconsin on these questions. One of the more useful
resources I found was a book entitled 10 Prescriptions
for a Healthy Church. The book comes from the
experience and learning of a United Methodist based
revitalization process called Healthy Church Initiative
(HCI). Its contents, presented as symptom, prescription
and remedy, include the ten most common areas of
concern among congregations that have participated
in the HCI process. One of the authors, Kay Kotan,
partnered with me two years ago for a local church
consultation in Wisconsin.

T

he concepts and strategies are challenging but
refreshing. I want to introduce all of us to the
basics of this way of understanding who we are,
where we are, and what to do next. I have learned that
the best way to reach the most of us is to incorporate
the fundamental concepts into Sunday morning worship.
A preaching series based on 10 Prescriptions will start
Sunday, February 3rd and run through Lent up to the
week before Palm Sunday. Worship will be seasonally
grounded in the church calendar, with scripture readings
from the revised common lectionary, and thematically
related to ten core concepts for revitalization. One
thing builds on another, and the shift is systemic,
addressing the purpose, why we are here as the church.

Please join us on Sunday mornings as we “do” church –

and as we imagine anew what the church of Jesus Christ should “do differently” in this changing world.

Wednesday Nights in Lent

L

ent begins on March 6 (Ash Wednesday) and
continues through Palm/Passion Sunday and Holy
Week (with special services on Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday). Lent is a season for focusing on
the way of the cross, and taking the inward spiritual
journey. A series of six Wednesday night gatherings
will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 6. A potluck meal
will be served at 6:00 pm. At 6:45 on Ash Wednesday
we will move into the sanctuary for worship with the
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.

O

n the following Wednesdays in Lent we will
gather for a community meal at 6:00, followed
by a five week series in the Community Room
about the spirituality that undergirds faith formation and
discipleship in the Wesleyan theological tradition. Pastor
Don Greer and Nate Gruber are teaming up to guide us
using a creative combination of teaching and songs that
correlate with the phases or stages in the Wesleyan
order of salvation. We will enjoy fellowship, learning,
sharing, and praying together.

March 6
Potluck Meal at 6:00				
					
					

Traditional Ash Wednesday Liturgy at 		
7:00 p.m., including introduction to 		
the overall series.

March 13

Italian Beef Sandwiches, Cheesy Potatoes, Fruit Salad

Prevenient Grace

March 20

Spaghetti & Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread			

Conviction of Sin

March 27

Mexican Casserole, Tacos, Chips, Fruit				

Justification by Grace through Faith

April 3

BBQ Chicken Sandwiches, Pasta Salad, Chips		

Sanctification of Heart and Life

April 10

Salad Bar, Baked Potato Bar				

Perfection

Join us on Wednesday nights starting March 6.
The meal is served at 6:00 p.m. and the program will start at 6:45 pm.

M

Music at CUMC

usic and worship leadership met on January
20th to work together on providing vibrant
worship in 2019. We are truly blessed to
have such a bountiful and diverse array of people and
talents willing to add meaningful special music to our
services! Most of our groups offer their gifts once a
month in worship so the congregation gets to hear a
variety of styles and different musical groups. Almost
everyone who participates is a committed volunteer so
that amounts to a huge number of hours given back to

CUMC. How could you help? Think about trying out a
musical organization.
Hand bells has only one low bell ringer and could use
some strong muscles to lift those bells. They are
preparing for a great evening of music in March – the
Milwaukee Area Handbell Festival (See the information
below). Could you ring for February and March to help
them out?

Milwaukee Area Handbell Festival
Sunday, March 24, 2019
Rehearsal 1:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Concert 7:00 p.m.
St. John's Lutheran Church Gymnasium
Glendale, WI

Or how about Chancel Choir? A few
of our “regulars” head south for a
few weeks in late February, so could
you give this group a try? How
about joining the “Easter” Choir with
only three rehearsals in April? An
exciting piece with brass and some
hand bells is being planned that is
mostly in unison…easy to sing and
learn.
Maybe dust off your horn? We have many
instrumentalists and playing in these groups is fun and
less intimidating than solo work. A jazz instrumentalist
group is planning on playing on Mar. 3rd. If you play
sax, trombone, trumpet, guitar or percussion, we’d love
to have you join in. Rehearsals are Feb. 24 – 11:15 in
the music room and Mar. 3rd – 9:15 in the sanctuary.
Pull out that horn now, get your chops back up and talk
to Ellie for music in early February. We have flutes,

T

violins, oboe and other wind/string
players that would love to have
a group to call their own, too!
Calling all cellos, violas, clarinets
and French horn players…you are
wanted and needed!
Not musical? Could you learn
how to run our sound system or
PC slides in worship? Right now
we have a very small group who
handle this each week and would love to have a few
more people step up. One-on-one training is available
and you can certainly sit in one Sunday and watch how
this is done…talk to Randy Roupp or Mike Harrington for
more information.
All of this adds up to dynamic worship at CUMC…be a
part of serving the Lord with a joyful noise!

Update on the Choir Director Position

he search committee has worked diligently to
find a new director but so far, our prayers have
not been answered in the way we thought. At
this point, we have put together a contingency plan
to cover Ellie’s absence in April and May (Tom and
she are travelling while Tom is on sabbatical). After
prayerful consideration, Ellie has agreed to continue in
the position when she returns. As our congregation

is challenged to meet the needs of future generations,
she would like to establish a committee that works
on a vision for music at CUMC that matches long
range planning goals and prepares us to reach out
into our community. If you would like to be part of
this discussion, please let Meg Johnson, head of Staff
Parish, know of your desire to serve.

Happy February!

T

his is that time of year that I sometimes get lost
in a mental fog. It's winter and it still feels like
several months until real warm weather, and it can
sometimes get hard to remember why we do what we
do - in life and in youth ministry as well. Whether you're
a student and are in school, or a parent and at work,
or your kids are out of the house and you find yourself
with more time, you might know how that feels. Which
is why it's a good idea to periodically step back and
remember why we do what we do at CUMC and in our
youth ministry...
Jesus. It's pretty simple. And it might sound like the
"Sunday School" answer, but it's true. What God has
done in and through Jesus of Nazareth changed the
course of history and the course of billions of people's
lives. As I think and pray for each and every one of the
students connected to our church I can't help but think
about how Jesus has changed and continues to change
everything for them - taking situations in life that are
confusing or hard and reminding them that God is with
them in each moment.
Not only is God with them in each moment, but God is
with them over the entirety of their lives. Which is why I
often think not about your kid right now - in 5th, or 8th,
or 12th grade - but I think about your kid in college, or
at their first job, or in their first year of marriage, or in
an argument with their boss, or sitting on a golf course
in retirement. Believe it or not, I tend to think that far
out into the future when it comes to your kids and my
kids. Because the way that we shape our youth ministry
isn't only to give them a fun place to play this week,
or a cool place to talk about real life issues today, but
every event, youth group, Bible study, or conversation
is done with the vision that these kids will very quickly
be adults - making decisions which will greatly impact
their lives and the lives of people around them. With this
vision in mind, youth ministry is serious work.
I mention all of this partially to remind myself that
what is at stake this week is not merely the quality of
another youth group or how fun a game is, but what
is at stake is also the trajectory of a young person's
life. Sometimes in the middle of winter it can be easy
to forget that the long view of things is important

and necessary. And that's why we do the things we
do. That's why I pray for your kids throughout each
week, and study God's Word so that they can hear it in
language that might make sense to them. It's because
Jesus' presence in their life matters, and their lives
matter above anything else.
So my invitation to every parent and student is to have
the long view in mind when making choices today.
Our youth ministry is here to walk alongside you as
you parent your kids. Life can feel busy and we're not
merely here to offer you another thing to check off your
"to-do" list, but we're here with their best in mind.
That soccer practice, vocal lesson, swim meet, or study
session, will all fade from remembrance with time but
God's presence will never leave your kids life. With that
in mind, we're excited for what's next in our ministry
and look forward to helping you guide your kids into
deeper relationship with God and others.
Blessings,

-Nate Gruber

Director of Student Ministries

Upcoming Events:
Feb. 1-3: Girls Retreat Weekend @ The Kalahari,
WI Dells
Feb. 3: No Confirmation or Youth Group
(retreat weekend)
Feb. 10: Confirmation + Youth Group resume
Feb. 10: High School Java+Jesus @ Java House,
6:40-7:45pm
Feb. 24: Middle & High School Laser Tag Night
@ Laser Tag Adventure, Waukesha

I

n February the Mosaic Kids will learn about the
connection between service and God's character in
Sunday School. Jesus demonstrated what serving
really means by washing His disciples’ feet and even
laying down His life for the sins of the world. We
reflect His character to the people around us when
we lend a hand and serve. Our memory verse for the
month is Mark 9:35. Help your child look it up in their
Bibles and practice saying it outloud. Anyone who has
it memorized before the first Sunday School class in
February will earn an extra ping pong ball for their class!
Did you know that your kids' offering every week goes
towards helping the Hunger Task Force Farm? The
Farm provides local families in need with fresh produce
and teaches children about gardening and eating
healthy. Join us for a tour of the farm's Fish Hatchery,
Orchard, Oak Savannah and School Garden. We will
even get a taste test from the Chef's Kitchen! Students
in 4K-5th Grade are invited to join us with their families
on the tour. The tour is limited to the first 30 people
who sign up. See the sign up sheet in the parent
resource center to reserve your spot!

This spring we are focusing on more ways to serve
the families of CUMC. We are interested to hear from
the parents of the Mosaic Kids, Youth and Teens so
we can equip you with the best resources in raising
your children in God's family. If you haven't already,
please fill out our survey. It takes less than 10 minutes
and will give us the information we need regarding
Parenting/Marriage Sunday School classes, family
events, communication and resources we can provide
you to give your children the best Christian education
possible. Pick up a survey in the Parent Resource
Center or check your email for the link from Tricia that
was sent in the middle of January. Paper copies can be
turned in to Jen, Tricia or Nate.
Save the date for Vacation Bible School!!! This
year VBS will be June 10th-13th from 9am-noon.
Registration details will be sent home soon and be sure
to check out our Facebook page for more information!
.

-Tricia Gruber and Jen Lange

Co-Directors of Children's Ministry

T

he Women of Faith will meet Monday, February
11 at 1:15 p.m. to discuss Chapter 10. The
chapter is called, "Why It's a Small World after
All." We continue with John Ortberg's book, Who Is
This Man?

J

oin us on February 25, 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
when Theresa Grube (a volunteer of the Cedarburg Fire Department) will teach us how to properly use our Automated External Defibrillator. Sign up
on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall.

February
Sunday
Emergency Food Drive

WORSHIP 8:00 AM
Financial Peace
University 8: 55 AM
Sunday School
For All Ages 9:15 AM
WORSHIP 10:15 AM
Confirmation 4:00 PM
Financial Peace 4: 00
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM

Monday
Emergency Food Drive

Tuesday
Emergency Food Drive

Wednesday
Emergency Food Drive

Praise Lab
5:00 PM

Thursday
Emergency Food Drive

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Friday

Saturday

Emergency Food Drive

Emergency Food Drive

Mosaic Girls
Winter Retreat

27 28 29 30 31 1

Emergency Food Drive

Emergency Food Drive

Mosaic Girls
Winter Retreat
WORSHIP 8:00 AM &
10:15 AM
FPU 8: 55 AM
Sunday School
For All Ages 9:15 AM

4

FPU 4: 00 PM

Outreach 6:00 PM

Emergency Food Drive

Women of Faith
1:15 PM
CUMC Library

3

WORSHIP 8:00 & 10:15
FPU 8: 55 AM
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
Cribbage 11:30 AM
Confirmation 4:00 PM
FPU 4: 00 PM
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM

Emergency Food Drive

5

Befrienders 7:00 PM
Acts 29
7:00 PM

Emergency Food Drive

6

Cope Luncheon
11:00 AM
Handbells 7:00 PM

Mommy & Me
9:00 AM to Noon

Mosaic Girls
Winter Retreat

Office Closed

2

Emergency Food Drive

Emergency Food Drive

7

8

Hunger Task Force
Food Sort
8:00 AM - Noon

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

Emergency Food Drive

Men's Study 7:00 AM
Faith & Science
Small Group 6:00 PM
Simple Hope
Board Meeting
6:00 PM
Walking The Labyrinth 6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

Office Closed

9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

WORSHIP 8:00 & 10:15
FPU 8: 55 AM
Sunday School
for All Ages 9:15 AM
Confirmation 4:00 PM
FPU 4: 00 PM
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM

Barcel Violin
Rehearsal 4:00 PM

Praise Lab
5:00 PM
Facilities
6:30 PM
Finance
7:00 PM

Staff-Parish 7:00 PM
Acts 29
7:00 PM

Handbells 7:00 PM

Chancel Choir
7:00 PM
Men's Study 7:00 AM
New Beginnings
3:30 PM
Faith & Science
Leaders 6:00 PM
In The Land Between
6:30 PM
Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

Office Closed

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Ad Council
7:00 PM

WORSHIP 8:00 & 10:15
FPU 8: 55 AM
Sunday School
Praise Lab
for All Ages 9:15 AM
5:00 PM
Confirmation 4:00 PM AED Refresher Class
6:00 PM
FPU 4: 00 PM
Fellowship
Mosaic Youth 5:00 PM Women's
BUNKO 6:30 PM

Acts 29
7:00 PM

Handbells 7:00 PM
Mommy & Me
9:00 AM to Noon

Men's Study
7:00 AM

Office Closed

24 25 26 27 28 1
The Trellis Small
Group 7:00 PM
Acts 29
7:00 PM

Handbells 7:00 PM

Chancel Choir
7:00 PM

2

Women's Ministry

H

ave you ever attended a women’s event? Then
you know just how much fun or inspiring they
can be! Interested in planning women’s ministry
events here at CUMC? Contact Elizabeth Buhrke at
ej_buhrke@hotmail.com or 414-202-5170.

Pecans

P

urchase pecans for your Valentine or for a
veteran. Vicki Streich will deliver those purchased
for a veteran to the VA. We have milk chocolate
and candy caramel pecans. We would like to close
these out so make your candy list or surprise a
veteran! Profits will benefit UMCOR Disaster Relief.

Cribbage
Cribbage Club will be held on Sunday, February 10,
after second service in the Wesley Room. Bring a
sandwich and a cold drink. Open to all. If you have
any questions, feel free to contact Kathy Henderson
at (262)370-3881.

Stewardship
& Generosity~
& You
Moving hearts will inspire generosity.

New Beginnings
Are Possible
Thursday, February 21
3:30 p.m.

W

e serve a hot meal on the third Thursday
of every month to a group of youth, ages
6 to 18. This is often the only warm meal
these kids get a day. This is why it’s so important for
Outreach to continue to support this program. The kids
are so appreciative! Please see the sign up sheet on the
kiosk in Fellowship Hall to contribute food or to help
serve. We carpool from CUMC at 3:30, and we serve
dinner at 5:00. If you have any questions, contact
Susie Heiniger at (414)303-6739.

Sunday Sermons

B

y going to our website (cedarburgcumc.org) under
the Connect tab, you are now able to access past
sermons from Sunday services.

WUMF
E-Newsletter

A

s a friend/supporter of Community United
Methodist Church you are welcome to receive
the electronic newsletter from Wisconsin
United Methodist Foundation. This newsletter includes
the latest news from Washington, practical living,
finance news, a personal planner, and timely articles.
To preview and register for the newsletter, go to
http:// wumfgift.org, scroll down and to the right click
on E-Newsletter icon to explore.

February
February 1		
Joan Neuswanger
			Randy Pierce
			Gerald Wilda

February 15		
Zachary Heiniger			
			Linda Pierschalla

February 2		
Papa Annor
			Fay Scheel
			Kevin Westphal
							
February 3		
Isabella Alfonsi
February 4		
Haley Chartier
			Brad Fingeroos

Jane West

Allison Spredemann

February 13		
Cassandra Janssen
			Elana Olson

Tom Manz

February 22		
Debbie Blodgett
			Chuck Rabas
			
February 24		
Timothy Taylor

February 9		
Jay Tamblingson			
		
February 11		
Susan Harrington
			Ray Ronchetti
February 12		

February 18		
Mary Forncrook
							
February 19 		
Steven Bernhardt
			Carl Hader
February 20		

February 5		
Rachel Chartier
			
February 6		
Sue Van Dyk
February 8		

February 16		
Sandy Olson
			
February 17		
Tom Hansen

February 25		

Terumi Schaefer

February 26		

Bob Capen

February 27		
Ellen Adgate
						
February 29		
Tammy Taylor			
				
			
		

Not on the Birthday List? Please contact the CUMC office.

Women’s Fellowship

Bunko

Monday, February 25

6:30 p.m. • CUMC Community
Room
Invite a friend, bring a snack or appetizer to share.
Bring $2.00 to cover cost of prizes.
For all ladies of the church...an easy to learn dice game!

T

Mission Outreach

he first quarter coin offering is going to providing
support for refugees via the Asylum Seekers
Advocacy Program. This is such a needy issue please consider making this an intentional giving rather
than just whatever coins you happen to have in
your pocket.

W

hen Pat Morrissey read an article in the News
Graphic about the “more than the customary"
need for food and supplies for Ozaukee
residents at the Saukville Food Pantry, she proposed
to the Outreach Team that CUMC help out with these
efforts. At the time, the government shut down was in
effect, and more people than usual were in need of food
and supplies. Now that this shutdown has temporarily
ended, our snow and cold weather has also forced even
more people than usual to visit this food pantry.
The collection of food and supplies (toilet paper,
shampoo, tooth paste, bar soap, deodorant, dish soap,

J

oin Hunger Task Force's most popular and fastpaced volunteer activity! Saturday, February 9,
9:00 a.m. to Noon. We will carpool from CUMC
at 8:00 a.m. to Hunger Task Warehouse in Milwaukee.
We will return to CUMC by 1:00 p.m. Volunteers must
be 16 years or older, or may be age 12-15 with a
chaperone. All volunteers must also be able to plan for
lifting,twisting and bending; and stand for long periods
of time. Sign up on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall.

laundry soap, corned beef hash, brownie/cookie mix,
canned chicken, chili beans, diced tomatoes, instant
rice, instant potatoes, fruit juices/drinks, and dry cereal)
is being gathered THROUGH FEBRUARY 10TH. The
hours for drop off are Monday through Thursday: 9:00
AM - 2:00 PM.
Please consider donating to this food pantry collection
so that our most vulnerable Ozaukee County citizens are
safely supplied with items that they need to stay warm
and safe.

T

hank you to ALL who participated in our recent
hosting week. We are especially grateful to a
donor from our church, the Outreach Committee,
and the Family Promise organization who gave funds for
the purchase of 12 new cots and mattresses. These
were appreciated by all the overnight volunteers and will
be enjoyed as they travel to the host churches!

We continue to have new volunteers who do not go
to either CUMC or St. Boniface. Nate spoke with one
family who have two teenage daughters. Before they
left, they asked about our service times, so be sure and
welcome anyone who is visiting!
If you haven’t heard, the Port Washington Family
Promise offices have moved from a lower apartment
to the former Schmidt Funeral home in Port. It is called

Family Promise Ozaukee Promise Center. One of the
families from our September host week is now happily
settled in the former apartment!
Reminder: Each hosting week, we need volunteers for
Basic Food Supplies (Thank goodness for hot dogs for
an occasional ‘option’ meal), Washing Linens (Thankless
jobs get the MOST thanks!) Set-up and Take-down,
Dinners, Hosting (visiting with adults or coloring, reading
books, playing Air Hockey, etc. with any children/teens),
and, of course, Overnight Hosts. Our hosting weeks
for 2019: March 24-31; June 2-9; and Oct 27- Nov 3.
Please look over your calendars, and consider an area
you might help fulfill.

Walking the Labyrinth Update
“The Land Between: Walking the Labyrinth,” has now
become “Walking the Labyrinth.” This peer support /
peer facilitated group … for young adults (ages 18 – 30)
… meets every first and third Thursday of the month,
from 6:30 – 8:00 PM at N Seven Coffee Co in Grafton.
It is designed for those who would like to grab a cup of
coffee, engage in casual conversations about struggles
and successes, learn ways to cope, and support others
who may be a bit lost on their journey. Pat Morrissey is
the coordinator of this group and shares the facilitation
with two “twenty-something” young adults. This group
has met once, listening to each other’s stories, watching
a TED Talk on Vulnerability, and had fun trying to decide
what three items each of us would bring to a desert

island, if we were stranded. Connections were made,
phone numbers exchanged, and ideas as to how to grow
this group were brainstormed. If you know a millennial
who might appreciate this type of peer group, please
contact Pat. OR … if you would like to join Pat on one
of these evenings, please reach out to her.
There are still attitudes that view symptoms of mental
health as threatening and uncomfortable, and these
attitudes frequently foster stigma and discrimination
towards people with mental health concerns. People
tend to hold these negative beliefs about mental health
problems regardless of their age, regardless of what
knowledge they have of mental health issues, and
regardless of whether they know someone who has a
mental health problem. This can lead to various forms
of exclusion or discrimination – either within social
circles or within the workplace. But, with people who
are brave enough to admit they have a mental health
problem … they can often lead the way for us …
which they do. Helping to bring an end to this stigma is
vital and there is a need to challenge existing negative
stereotypes especially as they are portrayed in the
general public and media. This is a mission field that
where we can, as John Wesley said, “Do all the good
you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you
can, To all the people you can, As long as you can.”
For further discussion regarding mental health or for
further information about this group, please contact Pat
at pat@landbetween.net OR visit the website at www.
landbetween.net

CUMC Life

Special Session of General Conference

T

he Council of Bishops has called a Special
Session of the General Conference of The United
Methodist Church to be held February 23-26,
2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. General Conference is
the top policy-making body of The United Methodist
Church. The purpose will be to receive and act on a
report from the Commission on a Way Forward based
on the recommendations of the Council of Bishops. The
32-member Commission was authorized by General
Conference 2016 and appointed by the Council of
Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality and exploring options to
strengthen the unity of the church.

T

here are four proposed plans: a One Church Plan,
a Connectional Conference Plan, a Traditionalist
Plan, and a Simple Plan. Descriptions of these
plans are available through the church office and online (umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-specialsession). In addition, there are 78 petitions in harmony
with the purpose of the special session that have been
submitted. Pastor Don has been asked by Bishop
Jung to serve on a special task force for strategic
planning and tactical thinking of ways to interpret and
communicate the decisions made in February in St.
Louis, the potential impact on our denomination, and the
critical implications for United Methodism in Wisconsin.
There will be opportunities offered for discussion once
we know the outcome of the special session.
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