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From Temple to Tabernacle

I

go into the church every day or two and work in my
office, as some things are much easier to do from
there. The building is still there. The lights are off.
The heat is down. The structure silently waits for us,
and although we are there in heart and mind, and long
to be there in worship and community, in fact we are
dispersed and learning to find God as we are where
we are.

The same bright red thread runs through the book of
2nd Samuel when King David wanted to build a “house”
(Temple) for God, who had been dwelling in a tent
(Tabernacle). God was not interested in being located
or domesticated. “Wherever I have moved about among
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word . . .
saying why have you not built me a house of cedar?” (2
Samuel 7:7)

The people of God have been here before. It is part
of the story of faith that runs like a bright red thread
through the entire Bible. The pattern is named in
theological terms as Exodus and Exile and Diaspora. The
pattern is incorporated into the New Testament meaning
of being Called and Sent into the world.

The same bright red thread shows up again in the words
of Jesus, who looked at the Temple and imagined a time
when it would be destroyed. Here is the point; Jesus did
not associate the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem
with the demise of God. Neither did he think of it as
an assault on true faith or a problem to be overcome.
He associated it with the freedom and power of God
to be very much at home in the world in and through
faithful people. The Church was to be widely dispersed.
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations . . .”
(Matthew 28:19) The pattern remains the same, from
Temple to Tabernacle, from a faith associated with
interior structure to a faith associated with exterior
worldly movement.

The church is not at home in its building. It is at home in
the world, even a world that is hostile to it. When the
people of Judah were forced into Babylonian captivity
leaving their beautiful Temple behind, they had to learn
how to be God’s people in new ways without the
structure and routine that normally supported them.
They remembered the Tabernacle in the wilderness, a
portable Temple, and the way God moved with them
in and through the desert of their experience. If God
led the way in the Exodus from Egypt, then God will
lead the way through the Exile too. The Hebrew people
were so unique in their time because their God was
portable and wanted to dwell with them no matter
where they were.

Here we are. As much as we may want to go be in the
church right now, the church is really within us. That is
our faith. God is with us where we are. The bright red
thread runs through us, here and now.

Pastor Don

Virtual Worship Services

O

ur Sunday morning services are
available as audio experiences
on a link on the front page
of our web site, and are posted for
your worshipful listening on a weekly
basis. There you can hear our own
church musicians, seasonal scripture
readings for Easter, prayers and
homiletic dialogues with Nate and
Pastor Don. For the first 4 Sundays
of Easter the topic is the resurrection

story uniqueness in each of the four
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John). The last 3 Easter Sundays will
focus on resurrection moments in the
book of Acts, focusing on the stories
of Stephen, Phillip and Saul/Paul. Our
question for worship is how the Easter
story and our life stories intersect, and
how new life is promised for each one
of us.

When to reopen?

T

he stay at home order as it is now would
be lifted by the last Sunday in May (31st).
Decisions regarding our date to reopen,
conditions for reopening, and adaptations
necessary for reopening, will be made by our
Administrative Council in consultation with
guidance from the WI Annual Conference UMC.

WI Conference UMC Guidance

on Safer at Home

E

aster Season greetings and
blessings! Governor Evers has
just released a new order which
extends the Wisconsin Safer at Home
Order to end at 8:00 a.m., Tuesday,
May 26, 2020 (unless it changes in
the meantime.) While there are a few
changes in the order from the previous
one, the order maintains the same
guidelines for our churches which
can be found here: https://content.
govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/
bulletins/285bc79.
Today’s press release announcing
the new guidance can be found here:
https://content.govdelivery.com/
accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/286d626

Safety guidelines for the public in the
order are:
The public should continue to follow
simple steps to avoid exposure to the
virus and prevent illness including:
• Avoiding social gatherings with 		
people of all ages (including 			
playdates and sleepovers, parties, 		
large family dinners, visitors in your 		
home, non-essential workers in
your house);
• Frequent and thorough hand 			
washing with soap and water;
• Covering coughs and sneezes;
• Avoiding touching one's face;
• Staying home.

Mission Outreach Committee Report

D

uring this unprecedented time that we are living
through, your Mission Outreach Committee, with
the invaluable assistance of our Church Treasurer
Shirley Krenzke, has continued to distribute funds to the
various missions that we traditionally support. These
include about fifteen local and regional organizations,
a couple of national missions, and at least three
international ones.
I say "at least" because when we plan our yearly giving
in January of each year, we hold some funds in reserve
for needs that may come up. Last year that included
support for the work that UMCOR was doing in the
wake of the Bahama hurricane, and the year before that
we were able to provide additional financial resources to
the United Methodist Children's Services in Milwaukee
when they had to replace their boiler.
You might be interested to know that locally we
support (among others) Big Brothers/
Big Sisters of Ozaukee County,
Advocates, Family Promise,
COPE, Portal Industries,
Ozaukee Jail Literacy, UMCS
and Northcott
Neighborhood House.
Nationally we provide
assistance to Midwest
Missions Distribution
Center, Harbor

House in Superior, Wisconsin, and the Red Bird
Clinic in the Appalachian region of eastern Kentucky.
Our international missions include (through UMCOR)
the Senegal Anti-Poverty Initiative, Eurasia in Mission
Together, and the Community-Based Health and
Development Program in Afghanistan.
And of course, we continue our Covenant Relationship
with our missionary Paul Webster. While Paul is no
longer working at the Mujila Falls Agricultural Center
in Zambia, he continues to work for the Wisconsin
UMC Conference by providing agricultural expertise to
agricultural missions throughout the world.
Most recently, we have been able to step up our giving
to meet specific needs of Family Sharing, Northcott, and
Hunger Task Force in Milwaukee.
None of this support, which impacts more
people than you will ever know, would be
possible without your very generous
donations to CUMC. On behalf
of all of the recipients and
the members of the Mission
Outreach Committee, thank
you, thank you, thank you!
May God bless you and
keep you safe and healthy.

Music Ministry

A

ll of us involved in music ministry have missed
the opportunity to come together in regular
rehearsal times. The weekly time together was
an important aspect of Christian fellowship, prayers, and
making music that lifted our hearts in praise. It seemed
odd that our usual special preparations for Palm Sunday
and Easter were all changed overnight. Fortunately
we’ve had a small group of musicians able to record
music for our weekly worship.
We especially want to thank Nate for his time and
talent in recording and putting the music together for
the various services. One day, he came to church at
7 a.m. to turn on the heat (it was decided to turn off
the heat to help our finances) so our recording space
would warm up while we worked through the recording
sessions. He set up the equipment, stands, got his
guitar and saxophone ready, bought and heated up pizza
for those helping that day, played and sang, recorded all
of it and ended up not leaving until late in the afternoon.
Dedication to doing all he could to make that day go
smoothly is so appreciated. His editing skills in putting
together the final worship is a gift to us all.
Less than a year ago, we were struggling to find a
new organist/pianist…then God answered our many
prayers and sent us Christy! To have the versatility
and cooperation of such a talented keyboard player has
been a godsend and each time she is present, her deep
spiritual witness is inspiring to us all. She anchors each
worship with her beautiful hymn arrangements and
provides the finest accompaniments for our vocal and
instrumental choices. Her easy-going adaptability and
wiliness to serve is so appreciated.
If you hear a beautiful flute adding a little background to
a vocal solo, or hear an impossible technically difficult
instrumental solo, you are witnessing the instrumental
talents of Lucas. Or maybe you hear a light, beautiful

tenor either leading a hymn or in a moving arrangement
of a soothing solo. Lucas, with his unflagging sense
of enthusiasm, has added another dimension to our
music ministry.
Shirley Westphal has always shared her love of music
and her captivating vocal gifts with us. Now more than
ever we rely on her to lift our spirits with her perfect
choices of contemporary Christian music that touches
our hearts.
One of our frequent CUMC Jazz guest musicians, Alex
Pavelic, has stepped forward to help us with various
saxophone solos or duets. He is a student at UW
Madison but sheltering at home in Grafton. You most
likely associate him with the largest of all saxophones
– the baritone sax – in the context of our jazz group
but he has lent his considerable skills on alto sax to our
recording sessions. When he and Nate team up, they
are the dynamic duo of saxophones!
Finally, it is hard to write an article like this when you
are also a participant (Ellie) in the music recording
sessions. Even though I am the oldest of all these
talented folks and the most at risk (just turned 68 this
past week), I knew I wanted to be part of this effort.
To be able to play my flute – adding a harmony here
or there – adding my voice as needed was an early
birthday gift to me. Our children had forbidden us to go
anywhere but I was able to sneak into both recording
sessions. In each session all of us were respectful of
social distancing guidelines, hand washing, and the
knowledge we needed to do our work quickly and
safely.
As the weeks go by, we hope you will continue to tune
in and find comfort in the music that accompanies the
word! To God be the Glory!

Greetings CUMC!

L

ike the rest of the world, so much of our weekly
rhythms in the youth ministry are on hold at this
time. It has been an odd and strange experience for
us all. Our youth ministry is all about the students at
CUMC, and it's odd to talk about a ministry when we
cannot interact with one another - face to face. On the
other hand, we have still been active electronically.
In mid-April we had a Zoom meeting with the middle
and high schoolers and were able to see each other's
faces again. While it was not the same by any means,
it was a good reminder that we still have access to
each other - we can still laugh together over a video
conference, and we can still grow together spiritually
too. This has perhaps been our greatest strong suit
during our time physically apart - we have been able
to walk together spiritually as we have continued with
video content for Confirmation, Youth Group, and
Bible Study. (You can check out that content at www.
cumcmosaic.com)
So while this time of social isolation has changed
everything for our youth ministry, it has also enabled us
to quickly build electronic ways to connect with each
other, challenge each other, and learn what it looks
like to follow Jesus even in quarantine mode. In fact,
perhaps this is what is the best aspect of an unfortunate
situation - during this time each of us has been forced
to spend as much time thinking about our interior lives
as we usually do our exterior ones. In this way the
quarantine becomes an invitation for those in our youth
ministry, but also for you and I, to decide how deep we
will go with Jesus today. My hope and drive has been

A

to help our students on that path during the last month
or so. What helps me stay focused and perhaps will help
you as well is to re-center our minds and intentions with
this simple, self-directed question; "Who do I want to be
at the end of this time of social isolation?" Because the
reality is that each of us will be forever changed by this
scenario. The question is not if, but who...who will I
become? It's the question that drives me to continue to
worship, to continue to follow Jesus, and to continue to
find ways to connect with our students during this time.
Events? At this time it also makes sense to confirm that
all upcoming events are cancelled until further notice.
Our Confirmation Sunday will happen when we return
to having normal services at CUMC - hopefully sooner
rather than later. Additionally, we have no current plans
for a summer trip. We are hopeful that perhaps August
will provide an opportunity to retreat together with the
students and parents, but for now we are in a wait and
see mode.
What Can I do? Right now you can do at least two
things. First, call or video chat with a young person you
know. Take some time to interact with them the best
way you can. And second, once you've interacted with
them, ask or listen for how you can pray for them. God
is still on the move even when we cannot be.
Blessings to you and your family during this time.

-Nate Gruber

Director of Student Ministries

lthough the building is closed at this time, the church office may be contacted. Our staff and
ministries continue in adapted ways to connect with our faith community and provide ministry.
Please contact by:

				
•
					
					

Phone: (262) 377-3832
(voice mail messages are checked regularly)
(urgent contact forwarding numbers are provided)

				
•
Email: CUMC Office
						Pastor Don
						Nate Gruber
						Stevie Stibor

Office@cedarburgcumc.org
pastordon@cedarburgcumc.org
nateg@cedarburgcumc.org
stevies@cedarburgcumc.org

W

hat thoughts come to mind when you
think about determination? Is it having to
fight through a difficult situation? Maybe
overcoming a challenge despite obstacles laid in its
path. Or maybe it’s having to learn something new
that is, at least initially, outside of your comfort zone
or skill set. It almost always comes down to hard work
and perseverance. And when we are steadfast what
comes after is a positive emotional feeling, a sense
of accomplishment, of a job well done. Having the
determination to see things through is sometimes what
drives us to the next level, keeps us focused and really
allows us to see past what is in front of us today by
looking forward to what can be tomorrow.
In the midst of the Covid19 pandemic, during this time
of uncertainty, stress and strain, we need determination
more than ever. Many of us are having to learn to
work in new ways, homeschooling our kids (God bless
the parents who do this by choice!!), trying to adapt to
new responsibilities both in our work and in our home
lives. It is a lot. And as I’m sure we have all heard
before, we are not all in the same boat; we are just
weathering the same storm. What may be difficult or
a hardship to me might not affect you at all and vice
versa and so on and so on. What is important though
is that we look for the light at the end of the tunnel,
trust that it is there and act on our determination to
get through this. While your boat may feel weaker or
perhaps stronger than the vessels of others, we are
in this together; you have the support of your CUMC
family and, more importantly, you have the grace of
God on your side, now and always.
So, when you feel like giving up, it’s time to reach
down deep and find determination to get the job done.

Throughout the Bible, we read about all sorts of people
who showed determination in the face of hardship and
difficulty. They relied on God’s strength to get them
through it. Even Jesus Himself endured through the pain
of the cross so that we would be able to have a forever
relationship with God. When it comes to the situations
in our own lives, God gives us the Holy Spirit to
empower us to keep going, even when life gets difficult.
If you haven’t guessed by now, the focus for Sunday
school this month is on determination; deciding it’s
worth it to finish what you’ve started. Learning that
we can trust God no matter what. Learning to keep
going even when you have questions, even when it gets
tough, when it seems impossible because God gives you
what you need and He knows the end of the story.
Please continue to watch for bible story, music videos
and other posts on our Parents of Mosaic Kids Facebook
group. I am posting pieces several times each week in
an effort to keep kids engaged while not overwhelming
their parents with more things to do. If there is
anything else you would like from me, or if you are not
on Facebook, please do not hesitate to let me know and
I will accommodate your needs as best I can.
I look forward to seeing you all in person soon. Until
then, stay strong, stay safe and stay healthy. My
prayers are always with you.

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministry

Donate to
Native American
Ministries Sunday
via our website:
cedarburgcumc.org/
giving/

Annual, Jurisdictional, and General Conferences
» Postponed «

T

he United Methodist Church is
organized as a “Connectional
Church” through Conferences.
There are Annual Conferences,
Jurisdictional Conferences, and a
General Conference. Each congregation
relates to all three levels or types
of conferences through a system
of representation by lay and clergy
delegates.
The General Conference is international
and global. This is the conference
that continually revises the Book of
Discipline and orders the ministry of
the United Methodist Church, and
oversees the general ministries of the
UMC around the world. We are represented through lay
and clergy delegates that are elected at the WI Annual
Conference annual meeting. General Conference was
scheduled to meet this year in Minneapolis. The 2020
General Conference is now postponed, and negotiations
are underway to reschedule at the same venue at the
Minneapolis Convention Center next year in 2021.
The Jurisdictional Conference is a regional conference
within the United States of America. Outside of
the USA there are Central Conferences rather than
Jurisdictional Conferences. Wisconsin is part of the
North Central Jurisdiction along with Minnesota, the
Dakotas, Iowa, Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Ohio.

This is the conference that elects and
appoints Bishops to oversee each
of the Annual Conferences. We are
represented through lay and clergy
delegates that are elected at the
WI Annual Conference. The North
Central Jurisdictional Conference was
scheduled to meet this year, and it
too has been cancelled along with all
the Jurisdictional Conferences, to be
rescheduled in 2021 once the new date
of General Conference 2021 is known.
Our Annual Conference is made up of
the congregations and clergy within the
state of Wisconsin. Membership in the
conference is composed of the clergy
members of the conference and one lay member from
each local chartered congregation. This is our primary
connection with all the other congregations and clergy
in Wisconsin through a meeting at least once a year,
usually in June. The Wisconsin Annual Conference was
scheduled to meet the first weekend in June 2020, and
It is now cancelled and rescheduled to meet October 2324, 2020. New clergy appointments will be read, and
all clergy appointments to Wisconsin churches will be
“fixed” (authorized) by Bishop Jung on June 6, 2020.

The following article regarding the Implications for General Conference is provided by
Mark Sheets, who is also a member of the Conference Board of Laity.

Implications of Postponing General Conference
By Thomas Lambrecht

B

y now, I am sure you are aware that General
Conference has been postponed until sometime
in 2021. A date and place for the rescheduled
conference has not been announced and may not be for
a few weeks.
Beyond question, this was the right decision. With
the spreading coronavirus making travel all but
impossible, holding General Conference would also be
impossible. We need to prioritize the lives and health
of all concerned. Right now, our focus needs to be on

ministry in our various communities, not addressing
internal denominational issues.
Our hearts and prayers are with all those who are
suffering from Covid-19 and with the people on the
front lines of this destructive pandemic. As followers
of Christ, we are being called to pray fervently, imagine
new ways to remain connected with our local churches
under the shadow of "social distancing," and minister
with compassion to those in need.

Dealing with Disappointment
As United Methodists who are concerned about a
faithful future for a Wesleyan witness, we must also
think through the implications of postponing General
Conference.
Probably the greatest reaction to postponing
General Conference other than concern for those
suffering or threatened by the pandemic is a sense
of disappointment. Many were looking forward to
resolving the denominational conflict that has somewhat
paralyzed the denomination, in order to move forward in
a positive direction.
Traditionalists are eager to move into a more spiritually
unified, theologically traditional denomination that can
reconfigure itself to be more nimble and effective in
ministry. Progressives are eager to rid the denomination
of what they perceive to be unwarranted discrimination
against LGBTQ persons. Both groups were primed and
ready to support the Protocol for Amicable Separation.
Many others are ready to be done with the conflict,
regardless of their personal views. All will have to
wait an additional year or more to move toward their
preferred future.
The postponement of General Conference does not
change the fact that our church is still in an irresolvable
conflict. When the pandemic is over, the conflict will
remain. In that sense, the momentum toward amicable
separation will continue. The only way to end the
conflict will still be to allow different groups in the
church to go their separate ways.
In light of that fact, it would be inadvisable for local
churches and clergy to prematurely separate from
the denomination. There may be situations where
local churches or clergy in a hostile and intolerant
annual conference need to separate now for their own
spiritual health and the wellbeing of their ministry. But
for most, it will be possible to continue in the current
circumstances for another year. I know for some
clergy, the pandemic, postponement, and stock market
volatility may necessitate a postponement of their plans
to retire from active ministry. Where possible, it would
be helpful for long-tenured clergy to continue serving
their congregations to help them through this time of
waiting and transition into a new reality in 18 months.
The delay in General Conference can actually be helpful
in some ways. Both a new traditional denomination and
a new "liberation"/progressive denomination can use
this extra time to continue developing their structure.
The fast approach of General Conference this May was
forcing both groups to move more quickly than they
were perhaps comfortable moving in trying to develop
the skeleton of a new denominational structure.

Having the options for whatever new denominations
will form more fully fleshed out will benefit all United
Methodists as we move toward decisions on alignment
after General Conference.

Dealing with the Nuts and Bolts
Apart from resolving our denominational conflict,
General Conference is necessary for other reasons. The
most pressing demands include passing a budget for
the 2021-24 quadrennium and electing certain positions
(including Judicial Council, University Senate, and
Commission on the General Conference, among others).
If General Conference does not meet, these necessary
functions cannot be cared for.
In a recent commentary, the Rev. William B. Lawrence
proposes that a skeleton General Conference meet
sometime before the end of the year, perhaps with
regional gatherings linked together by video conference.
This skeleton General Conference could enact a
budget and elect the persons necessary to meet the
requirements of the Discipline, but pledge not to take
any other actions.
While this is a common sense proposal, it conflicts with
the General Conference rules that require a face-to-face
meeting to do the work of the conference. The rules do
not currently allow persons linked by video conference
to act as one body. The only group that can change the
rules of General Conference to allow the use of such
technology is General Conference itself. And if General
Conference cannot meet to change its rules, it certainly
cannot meet via alternative technologies. Of course, any
action taken by a skeleton General Conference would
be tainted by the fact that all parts of the church would
not be fairly represented. Persons elected and money
allocated would not reflect the will of the church's
majority, but only those able to participate in the
meeting.
With regard to the election of persons to particular
positions, the problem might not be as severe as
Lawrence imagines. While the Discipline mandates
that a certain number of persons be elected to
Judicial Council (for example) in certain years, and
also mandates the length of term at eight years, it
also says that the term expires at the adjournment of
General Conference (¶ 2605). Since there is no General
Conference in 2020, the terms of current Judicial
Council members would not expire.
The requirements for electing members of the University
Senate are even less stringent. Members are to be
elected by the General Conference for the term of a
quadrennium. The usual practice is that members of an
elected body serve until their successor is elected. Since
General Conference will not meet to elect a successor,
the terms of individuals serving on the University Senate
would continue. The same provisions apply to election
of persons to other agencies and positions.
(continued on next page)

The most pressing technical requirement of General
Conference is to pass a budget for the new
quadrennium. The budget also includes a "base rate"
or percentage of local church receipts that is the basis
for apportionments. If there is no General Conference
meeting, the church would technically be operating
without a budget and with uncertainty as to the amount
of apportionments.
It can be argued that, in the absence of a General
Conference, the apportionment amounts would
continue the same as in the current quadrennium. The
General Council on Finance and Administration and the
Connectional Table are empowered to make allocation
of apportionments received. So even though there
might not be a new budget beginning on January 1,
2021, apportionments could be collected on the same
basis as before, with GCFA and the Connectional Table
allocating the funds as they have in the past. This is not
an insurmountable problem.

Fairness and Consideration
The bottom line in all of this is that the church can
proceed to function in these extraordinary times without
having a skeleton General Conference to meet in 2020.
Leaders can plan and implement a meeting in 2021,
allowing everyone to participate. It would be manifestly
and embarrassingly unfair to have a full-fledged global
denomination meet with only those able to attend a
meeting in the United States. It would make a mockery
of our connectionalism.
Our perseverance and patience are again being tested
by the circumstances surrounding Covid-19 and the
postponement of General Conference. By God's grace,
we will prayerfully meet that challenge, remaining
faithful to Christ and the ministry he has called us to. As
we pray for one another and minister to our world, may
the light of Christ shine through us.
Thomas Lambrecht is a United Methodist clergyperson
and the vice president of Good News.

Congregational Care Update

N

ow over four weeks into our shelter at home
protocol, care callers have reached out to the
CUMC faith community in a variety of ways.
Whether you’ve received a phone call, email, or handwritten note, we hope you know that CUMC wants
to stay connected and in your life. Thank you to
our callers who have kept the task force and staff
informed of needs, prayer concerns, and in most
cases the fact that we remain healthy. Some of the
reports have relayed that even though a caller might
not have known the person on the other end of the
call, they now have a relationship with each other…
one that might not have happened before. There is
great joy in knowing that the Holy Spirit is working
among us even when we are not physically together.
On the other hand, our callers have heard of personal
struggles with loneliness, sadness, frustration, and
boredom. We hope that our calls have helped temper
those feelings even if just for a few minutes. If your
sense of isolation is deepening, we encourage you to
reach out to others at CUMC or seek professional help
to maintain good mental health as our stay at home
lengthens.
Thanks also go to the team of folks that stand ready
to help those in need of groceries and medicine. It is
so tempting to want to go back to our normal ways
of shopping but in order to truly help our overworked
medical personnel, we need to have those with a lower
risk of infection do those chores for us. If you need
any kind of assistance, we ask that you give Pastor
Don a call at 262-377-3832 ext. 2 and he will bring
it to the attention of this group of helpers. If you’ve

been hurt financially by this shutdown, please don’t
hesitate to ask for help. Many local organizations are
offering to help in any way they can.
The care task force is exploring ideas – ways of going
forward with the extended stay at home now lasting
until May 26. We realize that not all of our faith
community have access to Facebook where our prayer
concerns have been posted. Some of our members
also do not computer technology that makes it a bit
easier to connect. Hopefully most folks have been
able to tune into our weekly audio church worship at
the CUMC website. If you have ideas or innovative
ways of staying connected during the next four
weeks, please let your care caller know…or they might
appreciate a call from you!
Finally, Pam is updating the directory. She has
discovered a few glitches in the software program
and is speaking to the company to try to fix these
issues. If you can look at the most recent directory
(on the CUMC website) please check to see that
your information is up to date, so we have accurate
address, email, and phone numbers to contact you.
We have reached out to folks who have been our
guests in worship. One visitor relayed how much she
enjoyed our worship service and looked forward to
being with us when we can come together again. Let
us pray for that day to come!

Thank You!

W

e would like to thank
you for your ongoing
giving to CUMC. It
is appreciated and helping the church
in many ways. As a reminder, you can
continue your giving by leaving it in the
mailbox in the church parking lot, mailing
it to the church, or using the website for the
giving options.

Finance/Stewardship Committee

We are fortunate to have obtained a Paycheck
Protection Program loan through the CARES act, which
represents two months of payroll for our staff. Since
the loan is used for payroll, it will be forgiven.
In an effort to save money, we have started using
“My Own Church.” This allows you to view your
giving statements and your personal information. Your
personal information can also be updated, if necessary.
Please take time to register for this feature using a
tablet, phone, or computer. It can be accessed from the
church’s website, cedarburgcumc.org.

D

uring this uncertain time of Covid-19, the Finance/Stewardship team thought it would be appropriate to develop
a method for you to view and print your giving statements and pledge. This will help us adhere to the “safer at
home” policy, as well as saving the expense of mailing. If you would like to participate, you must register as
outlined below. Once registered, you will not receive a printed statement in the mail. Please give this a try.

Giving Statements – Online Option
To register for “MyOwnChurch” and view your giving statements, please follow the directions below.
If using a phone, registration may vary slightly.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Go to: https://logoscms.parishsoftfamilysuite.com/. This can also be found on CUMC website: cedarburgcumc.org
Select/click “New User” (under the Password field); note: if using phone, select “Register”.
Under Step 1: Account Request, Organization choose “Community United Methodist Church-Cedarburg”.
Add a “User Name” and complete the required information. Select “Submit Registration” when complete. (IF using
phone, select “Register”). A temporary password will be emailed to you upon approval. Please check your Junk 		
email if you did not receive it.
5) After logging in with the temporary password, you will be prompted to change it.
6) Your personal information can be found by selecting “Family Detail” under the “My Family” tab. Information on this
tab can be changed, if needed.
7) Select “Giving History” under the “My Offering” tab. E-statements can be viewed from this tab. Your pledge is also
noted at the bottom of this page.
Any questions, please contact Shirley Krenzke for assistance, treasurer@cedarburgcumc.org or 414-412-9010.

Update during
COVID-19

A

t the present time (April 24) Family Promise has
7 families totaling 14 guests in shelter. One
family unit is at the day center and 6 are at a
local motel. As you might imagine, this is a tremendous
challenge for chuches to provide meals, so after a
zoom meeting of coordinators and staff, a solution
was reached.
Crossroads Presbyterian offered their cook to work
on a food preparation plan. Marilyn will prepare tasty
nutritious meals Monday-Friday at a cost of $5 per meal
including plates, utensils, etc. Meals will be delivered to
the guests.

Consequentially, if Family Promise guests are still
housed at the motel the week of June 23rd (our week
to host) we will be asking for donations to cover meal
costs for that week. If guests are being housed at
churches again, we will have our usual sign-up sheets
posted on the kiosk in Fellowship Hall.
PLEASE READ THE JUNE CUMC NEWS for information
about Family Promise procedure.

40 Plus Small Group

T

heir average age is “retirement plus” but that
hasn’t stopped the 40 Plus Small group from
meeting for coffee! Virtual coffee that is -- as
they gather around their computers or smart phones
each Tuesday morning to greet each other and
share fellowship.
Credit goes to
Harold Stanlick
and his son and
granddaughter
for initiating this
way of staying
connected. Most
of them had never
heard of “Zoom”
before and now use it frequently. They haven’t been
able to get the entire group onto this social platform
yet--about 10 share smiles each week. For those
members that can’t join, a summary email is sent
around to keep all informed. The good news: they
all remain healthy and connected!

T

Rummage Sale

B

y now some closets have been cleaned, drawers
organized, rooms
decluttered and
hopefully it is all sitting in
your garage ready to be
transported to CUMC for
our July rummage sale.
We don’t know exactly
when we will be able
to resume some of our
activities but are hopeful
that this sale will still be
able to go on. Don’t throw things away…keep the
rummage sale in mind during the next few weeks that
we are at home.

Roof Replacement at CUMC

hanks to the generosity of many individuals and
families here at CUMC, we are finally in a position
to move ahead with our much-needed roofing
replacement. The roofing over Fellowship Hall and some
of the surrounding areas has performed well for many
years, but it’s time for replacement. We received four
proposals and after reviewing the bids, are planning
to move ahead with the lowest qualified bidder. We’ll
be removing the PVC overlay that was installed about
20 years ago, as well as the original asphalt roof with

Facilities Committee

lightweight concrete topping that was installed
when the church was first built. Work will begin
later this year.
We will be installing a roof that has a 20 year warranty,
however it should last well beyond that. The insulation
capacity of the roof system will also be increased from
an average of R-10 to R-49. That is good news for our
future heating and cooling bills!

M

any have sent reflections and thoughts abpout the Covid-19 pandemic. We have a discussion group of
men who meet regularly to explore the intersection of faith and science, and the current situation has been
food for thought. The following piece was offered to this group for consideration by Ron Zabranksy.

The earth whispered but you did not hear
The earth spoke but you did not listen
The earth screamed but you turned her off.

China has better air quality. Skies are clear blue
because factories are not spewing pollution unto
the earth's air.

And so I was born ...

The water in Venice is clean
and dolphins are being seen,
Because the gondola boats that pollute the water
are not being used.

I was not born to punish you
I was born to awaken you.
The earth cried out for help ...
Massive flooding. But you didn't listen.
Burning fires. But you didn't listen.
Strong hurricanes. But you didn't listen.
Terrifying tornadoes. But you didn't listen.
You just kept going on with your life.
No matter how much hate there was.
No matter how many killings daily.
You still don't listen to the earth when
Ocean animals are dying due to pollutants in the waters.
Glaciers melting at an alarming rate.
Severe drought.
You didn't listen to how much negativity the earth
is receiving. Non-stop wars. Non-stop greed.
You just kept going on with your life
No matter how much hate there was.
No matter how many killings daily.
It was more important to get that latest iPhone then
worry about what the earth was trying to tell you.
But now I am here.
And I've made the world stop in it's tracks.
I've made YOU finally listen.
I've made you take refuge.
I've made you stop thinking about materialistic things..
Now you are like the earth.
You are only worried about YOUR survival.
How does that feel?
I give you fever .. as the fires burn on earth.
I give you respiratory issues .. as pollution
fills the earth air.
I give you weakness as the earth weakens every day.
I took away your comforts .. your outings.
The things you would use to forget about the planet
and it's pain.
And I made the world stop.
And now ...

YOU are having to take time to reflect on what is
important in your life.
Again I am not here to punish you.
I am here to Awaken you.
When all this is over and I am gone .. Please remember
these moments.
Listen to the earth.
Listen to your soul.
Stop Polluting the earth.
Stop Fighting among each other.
Stop caring about materialistic things.
And start loving your neighbors.
Start caring about the earth and all it's creatures.
Start believing in a Creator.
Because next time I may come back even stronger ..
Signed,
Coronavirus
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