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News
June 2020

New Summer Worship Series
on 11 Relationships

e are continuing to produce our Sunday audio
worship service into the summer, and will
continue to do so even as conditions begin to
permit limited forms of gathering in person.
A new Summer Worship Series will launch starting on
May 31st, Pentecost Sunday. We are expanding our
dialogue approach in this series to include Stevie Stibor,
Director of Children’s Ministries, in addition to Pastor
Don and Nate Gruber, for a three-way conversation.
New music is being prepared by our worship team,
who have been so faithful and so vital to our spiritual
experience in online worship.
The new worship series is about relationships. During
this prolonged period of social distancing we have
become increasingly aware of how important and
essential it is to have healthy human relationships. A
time of “fasting” increases our awareness. It also and
motivates us to make healthy changes. In his book, 11
Indispensable Relationships You Can’t Be Without, Dr.
Leonard Sweet discusses the isolation and relationship
famine (individualism) typical of modern life, and finds in
scripture some models of human relationships that lead
us to wholeness and wellbeing.

“Are you boldly going through life by yourself?
We all need some friends for the journey, friends
like Barnabas, Nathan, Rhoda, and Zacchaeus just
to name a few. Without these people in your life,
you’ll miss out on the person you could have been.
And without you in their lives, they’ll miss out as
well. With characteristic style and wit, Leonard
Sweet deftly mines Scripture and culture for the
11 relationships you must have for a life beyond
the ordinary.”
Dr. Leonard Sweet was the director and lead instructor
in my Doctor of Ministry program at Drew University
several years ago, so my copy of this book is personally
autographed by him. He is the author of numerous
books on American culture and religion. Each week
Nate, Stevie and I, will take on a chapter and Biblical
character for discussion, starting with an introduction on
Pentecost Sunday. Please join us for worship online at
www.cedarburgcumc.org.

Pastor Don
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with us in a small group conversation
after listening to the worship service. On
Sunday mornings starting June 7th we will open
up two sections of 45-minute meetings on Zoom with
the dialogue team, one at 10:00 and one at 11:00. We
will lead you with questions related to the conversation in
the worship experience.
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As social health conditions permit, and guidance indicates, we
will also provide the option of meeting in person in small groups
at the church for this same conversation. For an extended period
of time we intend to offer this Sunday morning connection
opportunity both ways.
To join on Zoom using your smart phone or computer you
will need to download the Zoom app and send your
preferred email to the church office email at office@
cedarburgcumc.org so we can send the link (meeting
invitation) to your preferred email address.

Coming this Summer...
Television Series Conversation Groups on "The Chosen"
“The Chosen is a television drama based on the life of Jesus Christ, created, directed and co-written by
American film maker Dallas Jenkins. It is the first multi-season series about the life of Christ, and season one
was the highest crowd-funded media project of all time.”
Pastor Don and Nate are developing a watching and conversation series on season one of “The Chosen.” It
will be possible to watch it at home, and as conditions permit episodes will also be screened at the church.
There are eight episodes in the first season. Each episode develops a story line around the people who knew
Jesus, and looks at who Jesus is through their eyes. Although there is a significant amount of artistic freedom
in the development of these story lines, the depiction of Jesus can be clearly associated with the Biblical
narrative in the Gospels. One of the strengths of this series is its unique way of full character development as
opposed to the more typical two-dimensional depictions of disciples and others in the Biblical story.
We envision opportunities to watch at home or possibly in small groups at the church.
We envision reflective and teaching conversations about each episode on a weekly basis in small groups on
Zoom or when possible in person. Guidance will come within the month on how to access this series, and
when we will schedule conversations. Think July and August.

When and How to Gather
Face to Face

W

hen and how to gather face to face is the burning question on our minds, and we are working toward
the answers using a Task Force appointed by the Administrative Council. They have met and are
developing locally relevant guidance on the conditions that can safely allow in-person gatherings,
the benchmarks that determine the size of groups, and the changes that will permit us to assemble again.
Their recommendations will be received by Administrative Council, and implemented as soon as possible
with communication to the congregation.
Guidance from the Wisconsin Council of Churches and WI Conference UMC suggests a staged
approach based on objective criterion such as the spread of the virus, trends of sickness,
and access to health resources and medical support services. In person gatherings as
in churches present unique challenges that are different from random public social
interactions such as in stores. We want to earn and retain your trust in our decision
making, and request your faithful patience as we work out the best way forward
at CUMC in Cedarburg.
Our Task Force is working on guidance for when we can start to have
small groups meet face to face in the church building, when we safely
can host larger outdoor worship services, and when we can host
larger numbers inside in the sanctuary or other parts of the
building.
We also know that individuals will need to make their
own choices about how to participate, and that our
ministries need to be adjusted for several different
levels of engagement rather than a one-size fitsall approach at this time.

T

he United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
is expanding its efforts in the fight against the novel
coronavirus and the disease it causes, COVID-19.
UMCOR has launched a giving campaign, “Sheltering in
Love,” to assist vulnerable communities in the United States
and around the world and has established the UMCOR
COVID-19 Response fund. 100% goes to those in need!
To donate, go to our website: http://cedarburgcumc.org/
giving/and click on "Donate and/or Pay Now"
Learn more: https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/
news-stories/2020/press-release-and-statements-2020/
umcor-expands-efforts-against-the-coronavirus-launchesgiving-campaign-and-covid-19-response-fund

CUMC Music Ministry

O

n May 17th, Christy debuted a new hymn
“Shelter Me” written by Michael Joncas. You
might recognize that name because he is the
composer of a very popular, favorite hymn “On Eagle’s
Wings”. The music ministry team would like to share
the lyrics and a bit of the background of this beautiful
new hymn.
COMPOSER’S NOTE
These are difficult times for all of us, individually and
globally. The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted life as
normal and called for acts of corporate and individual
heroism in the face of present suffering and an uncertain
future. People of faith may be struggling to articulate
their belief in an all-good and all-powerful God in this
new era. “Shelter Me” -- is my attempt as a church
composer to find God’s presence even in these
fraught times. Based on the beloved Psalm 23, my
paraphrase adapts the psalmist’s sentiments to respond
to our present anxieties. Father Joncas has given
churches the use of this hymn free for one year. Here is
a link to listen to this soothing hymn:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0HtIDdY-fM

1. Shepherd and sheep, my God and I:
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by.
You gave me rest by quiet springs
and filled my soul with peace your loving presence
brings.
REFRAIN: O shelter me, O shelter me:
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
All will be well if only you will shelter me.
2. Yet now I tread a diff’rent way;
Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day
to day.
I cannot find your peaceful place
But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face.
Refrain
3. I will look back in days to come
and realize your faithfulness has led me home.
Within your house I’ll find my peace,
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.
Refrain

The music ministry
team has met in a zoom
conference meeting to plan for
at least five additional audio worship
services. We will be recording the last week
in May. One idea that Nate proposed was other
congregational members making music at home are welcome
to contribute. We would love to hear from you by having you send
in a recording of your music. Nate puts together the service each week
and he would be happy to try to include your music into one of our services.
For more information please contact him directly at NateG@cedarburgcumc.org
At a virtual coffee fellowship this past week, the question was raised - How ARE the
worship services put together? We have Nate to thank for his tech abilities and equipment.
Many of you may not know that Nate has released number of albums of music he has written over
the years. He has recording equipment that he has graciously shared with CUMC. Before the
pandemic stay at home order began, the music ministry team was given monies from the
Memorial Committee to purchase new equipment for producing music. Nate has purchased
a new microphone to aid in this recording process. We contact a few of the musicians
at CUMC and put together a list of songs that would fit the themes of each Sunday,
pick a day, and then record. A schedule of the session is developed to allow
us to get this work done with as few as possible people meeting at one time
and spaced apart to avoid contact. The team is working on constructing
portable plastic barriers and possible face shields to protect each other
from sharing respiratory “spray” that happens when singing or playing
wind instruments. Pastor Don, Nate, and Stevie have prerecorded
the messages and scriptures for the upcoming five weeks. Nate
will then edit the music and spoken word together to produce
the cohesive message. We have received so much positive
feedback and hope you continue to tune in to hear the
words and music that give us hope for tomorrow.

Congregational Care Update

F

riendships formed, meaningful conversations, errands run. All of this is a
result of over 20 CUMC care connectors reaching out to their circles of
designated contacts. As time has moved on, perhaps the sense of urgency or
frequency of those calls has diminished but we want everyone to know that your
care caller is ready to help if you require any assistance. They are your front line
of communication with CUMC especially if you are not a technology or computer
savvy person. We do have the ability to help those who might have fallen on
hard times due to loss of income. Please let Pastor Don know by calling him
at 262-377-3832 ext. 2 if you know of someone or are someone who needs
a helping hand.

T

wo separate grants have been written with the help of
new members Collin and Alex Roth to seek funding for a
technology initiative to help our senior members who
are without access to computers. The project website
was designed by Alex Roth and here is a link to
check out the description of the project. While
we are waiting on word to see if we have
been awarded grant money, perhaps
you might want to help. Let us
know if this is something you
would like to contribute
funds to get our
seniors in
the loop.

https://sway.office.
com/6ABVSYyFsLLB2dEM?ref=email

Virtual
Coffee Fellowship Anyone?

F

inally, how about some virtual coffee? Two groups
in the past month have met online in what we are
calling, “CUMC does virtual Coffee Fellowship”.
While you have to provide your own coffee and treats,
we have been able to connect up on a Sunday morning and
greet each other. Why not organize a group yourself? It’s
a great way to talk about the message in the worship service,
catch up with everyone, and be a shining, smiling face to keep
everyone encouraged! There are many technologies to do this:
Google meetings, Zoom, Facebook groups etc. We have some great
opportunities to stay connected. Who would have even known the
word “ZOOM” could become such a part of our lives!

Greetings from the Youth Ministry at CUMC

W

hat an odd way to end our school year! It has
been truly strange to finish a school year and
not be able to celebrate with our seniors, with
our Confirmands, or with the rest of our middle and high
schoolers. While things are not the way we wish they
were, we are still looking towards the future when we
can begin to meet together, worship together, and have
fun together. In the meantime there are a few ways we
are staying connected.
First, we are continuing with our video and blog content
on www.cumcmosaic.com in order to continue a
sense of normalcy even as we move into the summer.
We hope that having this content helps people feel
connected to each other and to our ministry. Second,
we are going to begin something we are calling “Netflixology” in the upcoming weeks. We will watch Netflix
shows together and then talk theology together. Our aim
will be not only to have fun watching the same shows
during the same weeks, but to then ask questions
about what we’re watching, and to understand what
messages the producers are communicating with us. In
this way we will be able to not only consume media, but
be able to critique whether this is the kind of thing we
should watch, or whether it goes contrary to Jesus and
His message.

W

Lastly, we are looking for ways in which we might be
able try doing a carefully organized Highway Cleanup on
highway 181. We began this work of highway cleanup
last year, and have a responsibility to continue in that
work this year. However, because of the pandemic,
there are difficulties we face in coming together as a
group to accomplish this work. We are going to see if
we can split up into family units to complete this work
together but also in strategic teams. Keep updated with
us as we announce a date and specifics as to how we’ll
do this work.
Everything has changed and will continue to change
as the summer moves on. We will continue to look for
ways to connect digitally, and hopefully physically. In
the meantime let’s stay connected as best we can, and
plan for the future when our situation will be different.
Blessings,

-Nate Gruber

Director of Student Ministries

Women of Faith

omen of Faith have been connecting
via email as well as meeting weekly via
conference call to discuss the book we
have enjoyed so much: Everybody's Normal Till You
Get to Know Them, by John Ortberg. We discussed
the final chapter on May 19 and also narrowed
down our book list to three for consideration of
reading for fall of 2020 through spring of 2021.
Members of Women of Faith will be voting which of
three selections to read first; it was agreed to honor
the other choices by reading one during 2021-2022
and the other during 2022-2023.

The June 8 luncheon is postponed, given the current
restaurant restrictions, and members are eager to
be reunited, in person. Women of Faith invites new
members, encouraging those interested to contact
Pastor Don Greer or the church office. Traditionally,
one face to face meeting per month had been on the
second Monday at 1:15 p.m., with a meet-up for
coffee on the fourth Monday morning. This pattern
will be adjusted for meeting space availability and
social distancing guidelines.

W

ell we have made it through another month
of quarantine; another month of lockdowns,
working from home, shopping online, curbside
pickups, homeschooling our kids, masks and all the
other fun, confusing, stressful, frustrating things that
come with a pandemic. First and foremost, I sincerely
hope that you, your families, your friends and all those
to whom you are close are doing well and staying
strong, safe and healthy.
These are difficult times for so many of us as we don’t
know how much longer things will continue the way
they have been. Many are concerned about how safe
it will be going out to public places even now that
lockdown restrictions have been lifted. Still others
disagree with the quarantine constraints in general.
Regardless of where you may stand in all of this, these
are strange and unusual times where what we may need
more than anything is faith.
Faith, after all, is one thing we all have in common;
one thing for which we are all like-minded. Although
the faith we all have in common may only be our faith
in God, isn’t that the strongest faith there is. It’s a
guiding light that shines for all of us as we travel down
dark and seemingly treacherous roads. It’s the light that
let’s us know that, even when times are hard, scary,
frustrating and tumultuous, everything will be all right.
It is putting our faith in other people that is not always
that easy. Faith in our country’s leaders to do right
thing; in our state and local government and their
interpretation and enforcement of protocols. Faith
in our children’s teachers to continue to provide the
education to our kids that we’ve possibly otherwise
take for granted. Faith in our community that people
are staying safe so that we can all remain safe. These
are the times when our faith may be pushed to the limit.

Donate to
Peace with
Justice Sunday
via our website:
cedarburgcumc.
org/giving/

But remember, God will guide us; He will light our way;
He already knows the end of this story, so we just need
to remain faithful to and in Him.
God has always been involved in the world He created.
We see His handiwork on display in creation. We see
God’s love on display through Jesus, who came to
rescue us. We respond to God in faith, believing in
what we can’t see because of what we can see. When
we focus on what we know to be true about God and
the world God created, we can have faith in what we
can’t see of fully understand.
Over the next several weeks, our focus for Sunday
school will be on faith. Although classes were
scheduled to end on May 17, given the situation with
the coronavirus pandemic, I will continue to post
videos, questions, music, etc. as I have been since the
quarantine started. Even though we cannot physically
be together, it is still important to me that we continue
to foster a sense of togetherness and I want all of you
to know that I am here for you. All my posts are done
via Facebook within the Parents of Mosaic Kids group.
If you do not have Facebook, I am happy to add you to
my email list and will send you the information in that
format. If you do have Facebook but are not a member
of this group (and you would like to be), please let me
know so that I can add you. If there is anything else
I can do for you, please do not hesitate to reach out
to me either by phone 414-403-0277, email (sstibor@
gmail.com) or via Facebook.
I hold you all in my prayers.

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministry

Update
Family Promise Snack Donations
WOW!!! One thousand eighteen individual items.
What an awesome response to the call for snacks for
FP guests. Once again, when there is a need, CUMC
goes all out! Your efforts are so appreciated by staff
and guests. THANK YOU! Your snack contributions are
an expression of your love and care. The amount and
variety is amazing.

T

Family Promise Host Week - June 14 - 20

C

UMC Family Promise host week is June 14-20.
As of May 17th, there are 18 guests presently
in FP, housed at a local motel and the day center.
Although guests aren't going to be housed at CUMC,
we are still responsible for providing the evening meal.
Meals are being prepared at Crossroads Presbyterian
Church and delivered to the families. Cost is $5/meal,
which we are hoping many at CUMC will help with.
Please make your check out to CUMC with FP fund on
the memo line. THANK YOU to all who are joining this
effort to care for the homeless during Covid-19!

Help those impacted by Covid 19

he Outreach Committee at St. Boniface is having
a food drive to help those impacted by Covid 19.
Local food pantries are experiencing extraordinary
demand and are struggling to provide to food to those
in need. They will be collecting food and needed items
for Family Sharing and the Saukville Community Food
Pantry starting immediately and continuing through
June. Donations can be given one of two ways. You
can drop off donations at St. Boniface. The Outreach
Bins will be set just inside the door. Contact Dawn
Smallish or Lyn Ross for the code to open the door.
We are also offering to come to your house to pick up
donations (no contact). Please contact Dawn Smallish
at 414-801-6992 Mdsmallish@sbcglobal.net or Lyn
Ross at 920-277-1677 LynRoss945@gmail.com with
questions or to arrange for a pick up of donations.

Thank you!
Items needed:
Toilet Paper		
Powdered Milk
Kleenex		Shampoo
Toothpaste		
Soap
Canned Soup		
Paper Towel
Canned Tuna		
Canned Fruit and vegetables
Canned Chicken
Canned Chicken		
Dry Cereal		
Canned Beans
Peanut Butter		
Jelly
Rice			Instant Potatoes
Pasta Sauce		
Canned Pasta

Rummage Sale Update

D

on’t know about you but our garage is full of things waiting to share at the CUMC
Rummage Sale. We are hoping that as the summer progresses, we might be able
to safely hold an outside lawn sale either late in August or early September. Plans
have not yet been approved by Ad Council but a few of the committee members have
tossed out that idea. Please don’t give up on your plans to contribute your treasures
quite yet. We will do our best to keep you informed as the days go by. If you have any
ideas or thoughts, please contact Ellie Wilmeth. We will try to meet as a committee via
zoom sometime in early June to reassess. Thanks for your patience.

T

he fight against cancer is being
challenged. Cancer patients need us now,
as COVID-19 continues to threaten critical
services and patient wellbeing. Cancer doesn’t
stop – so neither can we!

“ ”
Cancer patients are particularly vulnerable
and are at high risk for serious illness from
COVID-19 due to their immunosuppressed
systems, and the course of the infection and
the outcomes are worse for them. – Dr. J.
Leonard Lichtenfeld, American Cancer Society
Deputy Chief Medical Officer.

All State of Wisconsin Relay for Life in-person
events have been cancelled for the safety of
participants, volunteers and, most importantly,
survivors who are the most vulnerable. But
that does not mean that fundraising has
stopped. The American Cancer Society is
hosting a virtual Relay Event on August 1st.
All teams preparing for an event are able to be
a part of this state-wide virtual event. More on
that at a later date.

Right now, it is time to Rally the CUMC Team!
Those who wish, please register at https://
secure.acsevents.org/site/STR?pg=entry&fr_
id=97513 and begin your personal fundraising.
If you want to do something fun to help your
personal fundraising and can get it on tape, it
would be great to have CUMC represented on
the State website on August 1st. Feel free to
reach out to Shirley Westphal with any ideas
you may have.

If you do not care to register as a team
member, but are able to donate, please go to
the same site to donate on-line. Checks are
also welcome – Make them out to the American
Cancer Society and send them to the church
office. When we are able to meet again, you
may hand them directly to Shirley Westphal and
they will be added to our team total.
We will make luminaria bags available as well.
A form will be prepared for you to complete
and leave with your $5 donation per bag. The
bags will be made up and we will find a way
to creatively display them and recognize CUMC
family and friends.
All donations are requested prior before August
1st to be included in the State Campaign. As
always, if you have any questions, please
contact Shirley Westphal at swestphal56@
gmail.com or 262-490-0468.
Thank you for your continued support of Relay
for Life and the American Cancer Society!

Giving Statements – Online Option
To register for “MyOwnChurch” and view your giving statements, please follow the directions below.
If using a phone, registration may vary slightly.
1)
2)
3)
4)

Go to: https://logoscms.parishsoftfamilysuite.com/. This can also be found on CUMC website: cedarburgcumc.org
Select/click “New User” (under the Password field); note: if using phone, select “Register”.
Under Step 1: Account Request, Organization choose “Community United Methodist Church-Cedarburg”.
Add a “User Name” and complete the required information. Select “Submit Registration” when complete. (IF using
phone, select “Register”). A temporary password will be emailed to you upon approval. Please check your Junk 		
email if you did not receive it.
5) After logging in with the temporary password, you will be prompted to change it.
6) Your personal information can be found by selecting “Family Detail” under the “My Family” tab. Information on this
tab can be changed, if needed.
7) Select “Giving History” under the “My Offering” tab. E-statements can be viewed from this tab. Your pledge is also
noted at the bottom of this page.
Any questions, please contact Shirley Krenzke for assistance, treasurer@cedarburgcumc.org or 414-412-9010.

Wisconsin
Annual
Conference
- Steps
for Church Reopening
Wisconsin Annual
Conference
– Steps for Church
Reopening
Phase 1
✓
✓
✓
✓

2+ weeks of declining cases
Widespread testing availability
Contact tracing
PPE availability

Online
Worship

Drive-in
Pastoral Service

<10 at Building
(i.e., To lead a
remote worship
service)

Phase 2
✓ Several weeks of continuously improving
conditions

Online
Worship

Drive-in
Pastoral Service

<50 at Building
Facemasks & 6ft Distancing Required

Those 65+ or with
medical condition
informed of
possible risk

Developed by Katy Gertz, New Hope UMC, DePere,
WI; modified by Bishop Jung’s COVID-19 Task Team

Phase 3

No Bulletins or
Hymnals

No
Touching

Limited
singing

No Food or
Beverages

✓ Several weeks of continuously improving
conditions

In-person
and Online
Worship

Within Worship
or Drive-in
Pastoral Service

Possible Building Capacity Limits
Physical Distancing Required

Follow
physician
guidelines

Bulletins &
Hymnals

Touching
Discouraged

Singing
(pending)

Food or
Beverages
Possible

RETURNING TO OUR HOUSES OF WORSHIP
RESETTING OUR EXPECTATIONS
•

The medical/public health consensus is that the duration of the pandemic is long-term. We need to
prepare for adapting our way of life, and our everyday practices for a year or more, not a few weeks.

•

Everyone will be impacted. What are the tools of your faith that will help people be spiritually resilient?

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES
•

The virus is very contagious and high percentage of us are still susceptible.

•

The virus is very dangerous, especially to older people and people with underlying medical conditions.
This is over HALF of the population in Wisconsin. Moreover, no age group or health level is immune from
either the infection or the risk of complications or death.

•

This virus is contagious before people develop symptoms, and in some cases, in people who never
develop symptoms.

•

There are 2 things we can do to prevent the spread:
o Be vaccinated, but it will take a long time to identify, test, and manufacture enough doses. Then
we have to vaccinate many people. At the earliest, that is a year away; probably longer.
o The only other effective strategy we have is physical distancing. We will have to use some form
of physical distancing until we have a vaccine being widely used.

•

The most solid reopening plans have this in common: a shift from physical distancing of everyone, to
physical distancing of those who are ill, and those who have been in contact with those who are ill. This
more targeted approach to physical distancing will require:
o Massive amounts of testing, so that all people with even only minimal symptoms get tested
o Rapid isolation of every person who tests positive
o Careful case investigation and contact tracing
o Rapid quarantine of those who have been exposed to anyone testing positive
o Maintain a higher level of physical distancing for people at high risk
o General precautions (masks, handwashing, 6 ft) for everyone else (because asymptomatic
spread will continue to some extent)

•

The context of all our choices will be RISK MITIGATION – balancing risk and benefit.

•

How can we help our people understand?
o Communicate realistic guidance that helps people anticipate what to expect
o Strong messages about the importance of being tested and staying home if not feeling well
o Faith messages about how we are called to be in relation to each other

WHICH GUIDANCE TO FOLLOW?
At any time, the most strict of these rules on public gatherings and safety practices will take precedence:
• Federal
• State
• Local (County or City)
• Faith Authorities (local or regional religious leaders)
WI COUNCIL OF CHURCHES • 30 W MIFFLIN ST, STE 602 MADISON WI 53703 • 608 837 3108 • WICHURCHES.ORG

RETURNING TO OUR HOUSES OF WORSHIP
Safer at Home
•
•
•
•

Record/Transmit from home if possible
Community Services – safety precautions
Business functions limited
No more than 9 people gathered, 6 feet apart, wearing masks.

Phase One
•
•
•
•

Record/transmit from home or sanctuary
Building users – small groups 10 or less
Continue with anything you can do remotely
No more than 10 people gathered, 6 feet apart, wearing masks

Phase Two
•
•
•
•
•

•

Biggest Changes for most of us – up to 50 people allowed to gather. 6 foot distancing. Masks.
What can you sustain? Multiple services? How will you meet the needs of those who must stay away?
Create a policy/procedure with your leadership team in advance, and follow it. Communicate to the
people of your faith community thoroughly so they understand new practices.
Very important to have a plan for cleaning and disinfection, especially high-touch surfaces
Higher risk behaviors: sharing food & beverage, singing & wind instruments, multiple people
touching/kissing sacred objects, touching one another, passing objects among worshipers, using objects
someone has used earlier in the day, moving around the room, group speaking/chanting (especially at
high volume).
Possible to more regularly staff the office.

Phase Three
•
•
•

Gathering sizes unlimited, but don’t forget people who must stay away. 6 foot distancing no longer
required.
Routine nursing home visits, hospital visits may still be limited.
Be aware of the possibility we might move back and forth in phases.

After
•
•
•
•

Generational event with long range psychological impacts
Accelerate cultural/religious trends
24/7 society, multi-platform, not always geographic
Flexibility and adaptability
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SOME THOUGHTS ON RISK MITIGATION
•

Speaking/Singing/Wind Instruments: Compared to just breathing (which does produce a certain level
of aerosols), talking produces about 10x more aerosols, and singing about 60x more. Wind
instruments also generate aerosols; a 2011 paper suggested that a vuvuzela might create 100x the
aerosols of just breathing. Cloth face masks are important general protection, but should not be relied
upon to be protective in the case of singing. Our sources strongly recommend against singing indoors
in public until a vaccine is widely available and widely used. For similar reasons, the use of wind
instruments should also be avoided. The best ways of mitigating these risks are to use other kinds of
instruments (piano, string instruments) or recordings. Those who present a message to the gathered
group should be careful to allow extra distance, and use amplification so droplets do not reach the
people. Microphones should not be shared by multiple speakers.

•

Faith Traditions Involving Serving Food & Eating Together: There is no safe way to have a tradition
around shared eating in public space until there is a vaccine. If there is a way to adapt it so each
household brings their own food and dishes/utensils, that would mitigate some of the risk. If it is
possible to have these “Bring Your Own” meals in smaller groups, where the same small group gathers
each time, this would be even better. The most effective protection would be to have these gatherings
remotely using videoconferencing technology if your beliefs allow.

•

Traditions involving touch/laying on of hands: Risk management involves minimizing the number of
people present, the number of people involved in the ritual, and excellent hand hygiene on the part of
the officiant. Gloves are generally not more protective for the general population than good hand
hygiene, and may be more risky by creating a false sense of security. The officiant should wash hands
well immediately before the ceremony, and immediately after the ceremony. Ideally, have only the
immediate participants and/or immediate family present. Provide for remote/video participation by
the rest of the community if that’s important.

•

Traditions involving movement of items or people: Ideally, once people are seated in the room (ushers
can assist in orderly seating, front to back), they will not move around the sanctuary. They should be
dismissed in an orderly fashion back to front, to minimize people passing by one another. It would be
ideal to minimize the touching of such objects to officiants or worship leaders only. If it is essential for
people to encounter sacred items close-up, if it is possible to adapt the ritual so people pass by items
as they come into the space or exit the space, rather than having people or items move mid-service,
that would be safer.
This document was developed by Wisconsin Council of Churches and Interfaith Conference of Greater
Milwaukee staff with input from religious leaders, musicians, and public health experts. This is not a formal
policy statement. We recommend that you consult your religious authorities for final guidance. Released
05/27/2020.
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“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

