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October 2020

Final Parking Lot Service

his past Sunday, the last Sunday of September,
we gathered for our final outdoor parking lot
worship service after a summer of amazingly
good weather on Sunday mornings. We were blessed
Sunday after Sunday by our music staff and musician
volunteers. We received notes and letters describing
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News

the experience of sitting outside and hearing live sacred
music carried through the outside air. We have heard
of special experiences of the nearness of God through
scripture, message, music and prayer as we found a
safer way to gather this summer in this season of social
distancing and health precautions.

Now that the Weather is Turning

ctober is a transition month. A survey is being
prepared for use with our congregation to discern
who is ready to gather for inside face to face
worship services using the recommended precautions,
including limited numbers, preregistration, sanitization,
masks, and adaptations to the liturgy to reduce physical
contact and aerosol spray. Group singing remains a
highly risky activity. Please refer to recent guidance
from the Wisconsin Council of Churches (reprinted in
this newsletter). The Administrative Council will work
with the results of this survey, the rate of Covid-19
virus spread in Ozaukee County, and the scope of
volunteer support needed to return to limited indoor
worship services.

The virtual Audio Worship Service will be produced
continually on a weekly basis throughout October.
A new Sunday morning worship video will be produced
starting Sunday, October 4th. This alternative worship
service will be a shorter opportunity for joining with the
staff in prayer, scripture reading and a short message. It
will be available on the front page of the church website
at www.cedarburgcumc.org on Sunday mornings.
When we go to limited in-person indoor worship, this
service will be posted instead.

Audio Worship Themes
October 4

World Communion Sunday

A discussion on Global Christianity and the Sacrament

October 11
Stewardship Sunday		
					

Introducing our Fall Pledge Campaign and a discussion about the 		
spirituality of giving (with Mike Harrington)

October 18
Five Week Series on Job
					
					

Why is there suffering, and what does God have to do with it?
What if there was no reward for having faith? Why was Job written?
(with Tom Wilmeth)

October 25
Five Week Series on Job
					

Is God in control? Where does evil come from? Why do bad things 		
happen to anyone? (with Tom Wilmeth)

November 1

Friends of Job: Are they helping? (with Tom Wilmeth)

Five Week Series on Job

November 8
Five Week Series on Job
					
					

God and Job: How does it work? What is the recipe for doing the 		
right things and getting what you want from God? What 			
about mystery? (with Tom Wilmeth)

November 15 Five Week Series on Job
		

Patience, Humility, Humiliation, and Restoration: how does the 		
ending of Job informs faith? (with Tom Wilmeth)

Nuts and Bolts:
Worship “101” in the time of Pandemic and
How do you put together a great audio Worship Service?

W

e have heard many positive comments about
the strength of our CUMC Music Ministry
program and what they have contributed this
past summer to both audio and parking lot worship
services. It’s time to showcase the efforts of
those behind the “architecture” of creating
new worship formats in these
challenging days. Think back
to early March when we
closed our church doors to
public worship for safety
reasons…on
March 15th
our first
full audio
worship
was
available.
Pastor Don
and Nate
would agree
that it was a scramble to get that
initial audio service put together, and
those that followed created a learning curve
unlike anything they’ve ever done before. They finished
our Lenten series of “The New Testament You Never
Knew” via audio feed, gave us thoughtful Holy Week
meditations, and joyous Easter Resurrection news. “The
Rest of the Story” was shared in the weeks after Easter.
As we faced continued isolation, CUMC heard a new
voice introduced as Stevie Stibor joined the discussion
focusing on the marvelous book, “11 – Indispensable
Relationships You Can’t Be Without”. Our current
audio series is entitled “Overcoming: Is This My New
Normal?” adding into the mix our new director of Senior
Ministry – Pastor John Strassburger. Count them—28
audio worship services—put together in love kept us
connected to God. Many churches have gone to a
video worship format, but our staff early on realized the
benefits of audio in terms of video fatigue experienced
by so many and the ability to make the equipment
CUMC owned work for us. Remember the days of
families gathered around the radio before TV?
Speaking of radio, on June 27th we could listen
to worship on our car radios during our parking lot
services. With the help of Dan Benning from our
regional partner church, Grand Avenue United Methodist
Church (GAUMC), we could use an FM signal at 90.3
for close range broadcasting. The advent of warmer
weather meant we could set up lawn chairs, wear our
masks, find pockets of shade, and spread out over the
CUMC parking lot to have yet another opportunity to
worship together. Our staff put together meaningful

scriptures, prayers, and messages totally different from
the weekly audio services. A second parking lot service
at GAUMC was added in August.
Imagine then the effort it takes
to coordinate all these worship
services! When you sit down to
listen with your cup of coffee,
perhaps you enjoy the fluid
transitions from music--to call
to worship--to scripture--to
prayer--to dialogue and
back to music—a
seemingly effortless
stream of positive
encouragement to
stay connected to
God. This is what
the staff intends
but getting there is a
totally intensive labor
of love. We’d like
to try to give you a
picture of a typical
audio worship
recording session and
what lies behind these
very talented creations.
Picture a room full of microphones with headsets,
socially distanced tables with four chairs. Don,
Nate, Stevie, and John enter with coffee or tea
in hand and have an active coffee pot going
for reinforcement. The mood is congenial and
comfortable as each person checks in. Don
passes out a stack of papers to everyone,
while Nate readies the computer monitor and
other technical aspects to the session including
microphone adjustments and sound checks. It’s
like watching a movie being filmed as Don plays
the role of director. He gives an overview of what
they will be talking about and asks what ideas
each contributor might have to guide the direction
of the dialogue. Liturgical parts such as prayers
and poetry readings are reviewed and assigned.
The music is recorded on an earlier day with our
own CUMC musicians so now Nate indicates that
he has downloaded the selections chosen to fit
the theme and the “storyboard” is set in motion.
Folks cough—clear their voices and share a few
hearty laughs prior to the signal to begin recording
is given. Then it all happens in one take…wrong!
Somebody misses a word or doesn’t feel good
about the way a phrase sounds…cut! Go back

(Nuts and Bolts continued)

and start from here again…quiet on the
set…recording begins again.
Now
Don has an idea to bring up the music
under the words that are being spoken
so Nate makes the magic of computer
technology do exactly that. And on
the session goes—four to five hours
later a finished product is basically
ready to go with a little more editing
and polish. Over 140 hours of time—
that’s not even counting the hours of
preparation—checking scripture, reading reference
material, uploading, and praying that goes on
behind the actual recording sessions.
Lest we take any of these services for granted, we can
worship safely just about anywhere. The good news
is heard even hundreds of miles away in Minnesota,
Texas, and California by others who have found these

worship services to be meaningful so in
some ways we’ve created a new outreach.
The dialogue within the service is a
different approach to “standard preaching”
and in one shared comment, “I don’t know
if I can ever go back to hearing a sermon
the way they used to be…” Worship is
evolving in ways we might never have
thought possible and reaching a much
broader audience. As I write this, I am
thinking about the Israelites wandering
in the desert for forty years (really hoping that this
pandemic doesn’t last that long) knowing that God is
guiding us every step of the way in all our worship.
Thank you CUMC staff for these labors of love!

submitted by Ellie Wilmeth
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Adult Education Classes

arlier in September you received an email blast
outlining our fall semester of Adult Education options
at CUMC. Please read the short descriptions of the
classes and make plans now to participate in one or more
of these learning opportunities. All in-person classes are
limited to 10 or less, held in the Community Room, and
masks/social distancing will be observed. Classes begin
the week of Sunday Oct. 4th (sign up by contacting the
Church Office (262) 377-3832 or with the class leader).

Grounded in carefully selected Scripture, Believe, NIV is
a unique spiritual growth experience that takes you on
a journey to think, act, and be more like Jesus. Pastor
Randy Frazee walks you through the ten key beliefs of
the Christian faith, the ten key Practices of a Jesusfollower, and the ten key Virtues that characterize
someone who is becoming more like Jesus. Every
believer needs to ask these three questions: What do I
believe? What should I do? Who am I becoming?

Sunday mornings – Zoom class with Mike Blodgett
(mblodgett2@wi.rr.com) completing the series
“Believe…” which was interrupted last spring. The
October 4th class will cover lesson 23 – “Peace” Time:
9:15 a.m.

What you believe in your heart will define who you
become. God wants you to become like Jesus - it is
the most truthful and powerful way to live - and the
journey to becoming like Jesus begins by thinking like
Jesus. When you study the life of Jesus you will notice
a distinct pattern: Jesus faithfully lived in a purposeful
way. Jesus compared the Christian life to a vine. He
is the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in the
vine of Christ, over time you will produce amazing and
scrumptious fruit at the end of your branches for all to
see and taste. You become like Jesus.

Sunday mornings in the Community Room starting Oct.
4th at 9:00 a.m. and Weds. starting Oct. 7th at Noon
a Zoom class with Sarah Lovy (sarahl@dermonds.com)
The class studies the Adam Hamilton series, “Unafraid”
which deals with our fears and anxieties.
Monday mornings – "dialogue with the dialogue" Zoom
sessions beginning Oct. 19th – led by Tom Wilmeth
(elliewilmeth@gmail.com) regarding the sermon series:
“The Patience of Job” Time: 11:00 a.m.
Thursday afternoons starting Oct. 8th from 1:00 to
2:30 p.m. in-person in the Community Room and/or
Zoom (if interest) - with Eldene Doyle and Ellie Wilmeth
(eldenedoyle@gmail.com) – The Chosen: A Youtube
television series about the lives of those people who
surrounded Jesus.
1. “Believe – Living the story of the Bible to become
like Jesus” led by Mike Blodgett (Zoom meeting on
Sunday mornings – continuation of last year’s class
with eight sessions remaining) It’s one thing to know
the story of the Bible. It’s another thing to live it.

Each chapter uses short topical passages from the New
International Version (NIV) to help you live the story of
the Bible. As you journey through this Bible, whether in
a group or on your own, one simple truth will become
undeniably clear: what you believe drives everything.
2. “Unafraid” led by Sarah Lovy
Jesus tells us, “Do not be afraid”. We also see this
same thing through the promise from Isaiah. But with
everything going on in the world, how is it possible not
to be anxious? How is it possible not to be fearful?
In this five-week study based on his book Unafraid,
Adam Hamilton explores the worries and fears most
of us experience. In our time together we will learn
to identify fears and discover practical steps for
overcoming them…all in the light of Scripture and a faith
that promises again and again that we can live with
courage and hope. Please come and be part of
this amazing Bible study!
3. The Chosen…led by Eldene Doyle and Ellie
Wilmeth
We are offering another round of video and
dialogue using a television series about the life
of Jesus called “The Chosen”. Characters such
as disciples, priests, Roman soldiers, and family
members are creatively developed in ways that
evoke a full spectrum of emotions from laughter
to tears. Each episode draws us into the drama
of our human experience and allows the viewer
to see Jesus through the eyes of those who
knew him. Small groups will work through
Season 1 of The Chosen, which contains eight
episodes. There will be two ways to participate,
in person and online.

(Adult Education continued)

a. The in-person group will be limited to 10,
meeting in the Community Room following social
distancing guidelines. Each meeting time, one
episode in the series will be played on the big
screen television followed by a discussion about it.
b. The online group will be able to view each
episode of The Chosen on their own time at home
using a computer or Smart television. To do so
requires downloading a special free computer
“app.” It can be watched on YouTube. Instructions
on how to do this, and technical support, will
be provided to those who register to participate
online. After personally watching an episode on
your time, you will be invited to a Zoom meeting
for the follow-up faith discussion. The in-person
group will start October 8th. Please sign up for a
small group by contacting the church office (email

office@cedarburgcumc.org or leave a message
on the church phone at (262) 377-3832). Please
indicate whether you want to be in a face-to-face
small group or an online meeting.
4. “The Patience of Job” a new sermon series beginning
in mid-October followed by Zoom conversations on
Mondays.
The story of Job is among the best loved parts of the
Old Testament, but the book of Job is also one of
the most misunderstood parts of the Bible. Join Tom
Wilmeth and our staff this fall for a series that takes a
close look at Job’s ability to face unjust suffering and
hardship. Learn from Job: the most patient of Biblical
figures. Or is he ...?

Submitted by Ellie Wilmeth
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Pecan Sales

e have revised the manner in which we will handle
pecan sales this year. Pecans may be pre-ordered by
sending an email to Vicki Streich at vickistreich1@
gmail.com. Be sure to indicate the type of pecans that you
want (plain, dark chocolate, milk chocolate, or clusters) and
the number of each that you want. We will establish two
dates, one in early November and one in early December, for
pick-up at the church. Payment for your order will be due
when you pick up your pecans. The proceeds will go to the
UMC Harbor House Crisis Shelter in Superior, Wisconsin. As
always, thank you for your support of this mission.

Care Connections

W

e are heading into colder months and our reprieve of sitting
outside together at safe distances is coming to an end. With
growing numbers of cases and the next flu season upon us,
we anticipate that our need to reactivate care calls may once again
happen. Over 20 CUMC members took time
to check in with our faith family members
throughout the spring and we thank you for
that diligence. Some of you found that calling was not your
cup of tea or felt “ill prepared”. To that end we are planning
to offer some basic calling training and a possible realignment of
callers and calls. Sarah Lovy has developed a training guide to help
guide callers and we are planning to offer that training in the future.
If you are interested in becoming a new caller, or are no longer
interested in serving in that capacity, please contact Ellie Wilmeth
at elliewilmeth@gmail.com.

General Budget Pledge Drive

A

s we embark on our 2021 General Budget Pledge
Drive, we would be remiss not to acknowledge
what a difficult year this has been for everyone.
Everything seems different than before. However, our
ministry and mission outreach has continued throughout.
Your continued generous giving has allowed us to do so.
Thank you!
We graciously ask for your continued financial support
in 2021 to help move forward with our vision and
activities noted below:
•		 An exciting missional partnership opportunity with
		 Grand Avenue UMC in Port Washington.
•		 An expansion of Nate’s focus to ministry
		 with families.
•		 A continued strong Christian Outreach emphasis as
		 we have had in the past.

Joann Jacobs and James Shelbrock
were married on
September 26, 2020 at CUMC.
Congratulations and Best Wishes!

Now, more than ever, your support is needed to keep
our ministry thriving. If you are able, please consider
increasing your gifts from 2020.
Your pledge cards will be mailed out the first week of
October. We ask that you return your cards by Monday,
October 19, 2020. If you do not receive your pledge
card by October 7, please request one to be mailed by
emailing FinanceSecretary@CedarburgCUMC.org.
We sincerely appreciate and thank you for your past
support, and your consideration to support our mission
and ministry in 2021.
Sincerely,

Your Finance / Stewardship Team

Thank You!

to all musicians who were part of
the Parking Lot Worship Series
this summer.

Greetings from the Family Ministries at CUMC!

H

appy October! Usually we’re already off and
running into Fall schedule activities in the Family
and Youth Ministries at CUMC, but this year is
quite unlike any other. Every year, as the temperatures
start to get colder, we generally begin preparing for one
of our favorite weekends of the year – our Fall Retreat.
This year we have to go a different route.
So although everything is different, I want to stress the
importance of what we find at the center of our faith
– following Jesus. Think back to Jesus’ first followers –
they walked alongside him, ate with him, traveled with
him, and copied his way of life. It’s easy to think that
physically being with Jesus would have made following
him easier, and in some ways that is true. However,
the difficult choice was always in front of his first
followers – “Am I going to keep following him?” When
Jesus resurrected and ascended, his followers were
filled with awe and wonder, but were left with a new
reality – what would they do now that he was no longer
physically with them?
I want to suggest that today we in very many ways
have something in common with the early church. For
so many of us, we have associated our faith life with
the physical presence of community inside of the church
walls. That is a great and totally necessary thing! But
we now find ourselves in a situation where physical
presence with each other could very well harm the most
vulnerable among us and in our broader community. Our
job has to shift to answering this question on a daily
basis “How am I coming to live and love more like Jesus
today?” Even in the midst of increased isolation, we
have some unique opportunities to work on ourselves
and to help lead our families in following Jesus, right
where we’re at.
One exciting new way we can learn to lead our
families and walk like Jesus more is by listening in on
a brand new parenting podcast from the Mosaic Family
Ministries called “On Their Team” which is a weekly
podcast featuring Stevie Stibor (Director of Children’s
Ministry) and myself (Nate Gruber, Director of Family
Ministries & Discipleship). The idea behind this podcast
is to equip parents with some insights into what is really
going on in their kid's world, and to gain some tools
to be able to feel like they are on the same team as
their kids (hence the name “On Their Team”). You can
find episodes of our podcast on our Mosaic Ministries
website; www.cumcmosaic.com as well as on Spotify
Podcast’s and within the next week or two on Google
as well as Apple Podcasts. We think you’ll really love it!
Additionally, in October we will be starting small groups
in our middle and high school ministry that can meet
online or in person (depending on the comfort level of
each small group, and with necessary precautions). This
is another great way we can encourage each other in
our faith walk. Likewise, Confirmation will begin in early

October – this year it will be completely online, and
done in conjunction with Grand Avenue UMC in Port
Washington. These are a few ways we are going to be
flexible, yet remain in contact with each other so we
can encourage each other in our faith.
We will also have a chance to do something in person
in October. While the building usage for indoor events
necessitates that we
cannot have large
group gatherings,
we will be able to
meet at the Olson’s
house in Cedarburg,
for a Mosaic Family
Ministries apple and
pumpkin pickup
event. The Olsons
have around 100
apple trees as well
as a pumpkin patch,
and while we won’t
be able to press cider
this year, we are
welcome to swing
by their house with
the whole family on
Tuesday, October
20th between 4-6pm.
When you come,
feel free to simply
grab some apples
and pumpkins and
head out, or feel
welcome to walk in
the orchard and pumpkin patch and pick a few
off the trees to take home as well. Please have
a mask handy in case there are several people
there simultaneously. The Olsons live at 10197
Hwy. 60 in the Town of Cedarburg. I (Nate) will
be there during the entire 2 hour drop-in time, so
feel welcome to stay for as long or as short of a
time as you’d like.
While everything is in constant flux, and you
may not always feel your best, our hope is that we can
come alongside you and your family and help you take
whatever is the next step in your faith journey. We’re
excited about the journey that each of us is on with
God, and we hope you are too! Let’s see what we can
do together this fall, and continue to think of new and
creative ways we can explore faith and life in the weeks
and months to come!
Blessings,

-Nate Gruber

Director of Family Ministry & Discipleship

A

Mosaic KIDS

re you the same person at church that you
are at home? Or at work? What about when
no one else is around or watching? Many
of us behave differently in one or all these
environments. But does that matter? If you knew
someone acted differently depending on where they
were or who they were with, would it change your
opinion of them? Maybe not. Unless they said or did
things that contradicted
what we thought they
stood for or the person
that we thought they
were.
We hear stories like this
about celebrities more
often than I wish we
would. Maybe there’s
an actor that we love.
We go to all their
movies, watch their
interviews and form an
opinion of them based
on how they (or their
publicity agent) want
to be perceived. And
perception is reality,
right? Until we hear how that actor treats his or her
costars. Until we hear them spewing venomously to
an ex on a voicemail or text message. Or
until we hear their racial slurs that cause
them to fall from the top of the A-list to
almost completely out of the limelight.
So, yes. It does matter. Your integrity
matters.
It is hard sometimes to rise above; to
always stand strong in our convictions.
Let’s face it, sometimes it’s just easier
to go along with the crowd. Sometimes
we get caught up by the people we’re
with and do or say things we otherwise
wouldn’t. As adults, it’s not always easy.
Now let’s think about our kids. As they
are trying to find themselves, trying to
make friends, discovering the quirkiness of their own
individual personalities, they are also trying to fit in,
sometimes at a cost that changes their behavior,
reactions and judgement. That’s when they have the
potential of succumbing to peer pressure or falling in
with the “wrong” crowd. This is why learning to live
a life of integrity is important, especially at a young
age. Teaching character to our kids while they are
discovering their way and forging their path is so central
to the development of good habits, strong, healthy
relationships and a confidence within themselves that
cannot be swayed.

Integrity is living a life of character, one that abides by
your beliefs, one that is shown through your actions,
your choices and your words. It is not compromising to
support or fit in with another person or group of people.
It allows you to live without any social masks, to be you
in all situations. There is a freedom in that, isn’t there?
Since the very beginning, not only has God been true to
His word, He’s been faithful in His character. Because
we know that God is good, we can live life with
integrity. When Jesus lived on earth, He lived a perfect
life that we were unable to live. Through His Spirit, we
can become people of integrity. Who we are in private
should match who we are in public. When we trust
God, we can be truthful in whatever we say and do.
There’s no need to hide or pretend. We can drop the act
and choose to be who God made us to be.
Proverbs 10:9 (CEV) says, “You will be safe, if you
always do right, but you will get caught, if you are
dishonest.” And one of my favorite verses comes from
the book of Galatians, “You cannot fool God, so don’t
make a fool of yourself! You will harvest what you
plant.” (Galatians 6:7 CEV)
We will be delving further into integrity over the next
four weeks. Throughout this Sunday school series, we
will learn to be truthful with our whole life. We’ll hear
how being truthful with God keeps us close to Him.
We’ll see that when we’re not truthful, we lose trust and
we’ll learn how to focus on what is true.
Please follow this series via our Facebook group,
Families of Mosaic Kids (formerly Parents of Mosaic
Kids). If you are not already a part of this group, I invite
you to please join. Due to some of the copyrighted
materials, our posts can only be shared in a private
group, so if you haven’t joined the group you won’t be
able to see the posts. As always, if you do not have
Facebook, please let me know so that I can send you
information in another (secure) format.
Thank you for sticking with us throughout these strange
and difficult times. I know it’s been hard, lonely,
exhausting, depressing, etc. etc. etc., but I am here for
you, so please use me. If I can support you in any way,
please let me. Until next time, know that you all remain
in my heart and in my prayers. Take care of yourselves
and one another. Be kind, be safe and be healthy.

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministry
November Sneak Peek: We’re looking for bell ringers!
Throughout the month of November, we will be requesting
kids and/or families to record some music at home with
our handbells. If you’re interested in participating in these
videos, please let me know, and we will deliver the bells
and music to your home. The kids already know how to
play these instruments and read the music, so parents do
not need prior experience. Just have fun!

God’s Timing~A Reflection

C

onfirmation Sunday, September 13th, was truly
special, with each of the 7 youths—Ava Budecki,
Nathan Carpenter, Dominic Jelinski, Carter Lator,
Brady Ryan, Jaime Stibor, and Jakson Swarthout taking
part in the service. Each youth did an exceptional job
of reading their part---something few adults would do in
front of an audience! An equally special moment came
when Jim Shelbrock and Carter Lator were baptized.
Jim had known that he wanted to be baptized before
his marriage to Joann Jacobs in September, so
Easter Sunday was chosen for the official ceremony.
Then, COVID stepped in, and that plan, along with

Confirmation, was cancelled. September 13th found
Jim at the head of the line of youths about to be
confirmed. He stepped forward, and Don proceeded to
baptize Jim and then Carter with water and the Word.
Jim stepped back and stood quietly while each youth
was confirmed. The dignity and joy of both ceremonies
crushed any COVID presence. One thing was crystal
clear. God’s Timing for us is always right, no matter
the age or place.

submitted by Val Nichols

Women of Faith

W

omen of Faith are reading and discussing
Revealing the Mysteries of Heaven
Study Guide. At our September faceto-face meeting--our first since March--we
were grateful for sunshine in the outdoor
setting and grateful for the presence of
the Rev. John Strassburger, a retired
Member of the Wisconsin Conference
now at CUMC, part-time, for pastoral
leadership, laughter, and discussion.
We hope he will feel welcome and be
able to join us anytime!
Although the details for our
October 12th meeting may be
modified, we again plan to
bring our own chairs, books,
and masks and sociallydistance our chairs on the
sidewalk near the main

church entrance at 1:15 p.m. for
a discussion of Lesson 2. We will
dress for the weather and are hoping
for a pleasant fall day. Members,
please watch for an email containing
updates! New members are invited,
and those interested are encouraged to
contact Pastor Don Greer, Pastor John
Strassburger, or the church office.
In past years there has been one face-toface monthly meeting on the second Monday
at 1:15 p.m., September through June (with
December and June meetings being social
luncheons), and a meet-up for friendship and
coffee on the fourth Monday morning. This pattern
will be adjusted, as needed, for meeting space
availability and social distancing guidelines.

Sunday,
October 4th

T

his offering supports a
diverse mix of national
and international ethnic
young adults to make a global
impact for Christ. Half of
the offering benefits World
Communion Scholarships for
graduate students from the
U.S. and other countries;
the remainder assists Ethnic
Scholarships for U.S. and
international undergraduates
studying in the U.S. and Ethnic
In-Service Training.

Coin Offering and Food Collection Continues

P

lease remember that we continue to collect
the coin offering each Sunday. The thirdquarter collection will go to support Northcott
Neighborhood House.
Also, please remember that we continue to collect
food donations that will benefit Family Sharing
of Ozaukee County and Northcott Neighborhood
House. October Food Collection will be going

to Northcott. There is so much need on an
ongoing basis, but especially at this time, so your
donations are especially needed.
On behalf of the Mission Outreach Committee,
thank you for your care and compassion for others
less fortunate.

RETURNING TO CHURCH
An Early Fall Update
September 21, 2020
With eight Wisconsin cities occupying positions on a list of the twenty US cities with the fastest
rising numbers of COVID cases as of mid-September, we continue to urge caution in gathering the
church in physical locations.i At this time, we do not advise gathering indoors. Outdoor events
are much safer than indoors. Online options are preferred.
That being said, we continue to be contacted by churches seeking recommendations for safer
choices around gathering indoors. As we have our first cooler days and evenings this fall, this
becomes a more common question. Please remember there is no way to gather in person which
eliminates all risk of transmitting COVID. There are only safer choices we can make to reduce the
risk to ourselves, those around us, and the community at large. Our choices are an expression of
care for self and neighbor; they are profoundly faithful decisions.
IF your church is committed to resuming worship indoors, hereÕs a summary of some of the best
information we have curated from our conversations with health officials, scientists, and other
research. This is not medical advice or a guarantee. Always check with your insurance provider
and wider church officials about their recommendations and requirements before proceeding.
SAFER CHOICES FOR INDOOR WORSHIP and CHURCH ACTIVITY:
¥

Limit attendance and maintain a list of who is present in case it is needed for contact tracing.
An online tool such as signup genius can help with tracking seating availability.

¥

Commit to physical distancing (6 ft+) and wearing face masks. Keep a low-touch environment.
Organized seating and dismissal by ushers can help with distancing.

¥

Strongly encourage flu shots! Health officials are recommending flu vaccination by October.

¥

Projecting oneÕs voice as a worship leader (preacher, liturgist, chanting) creates as much
aerosol as singing. Maintain additional physical distance in the chancel, wear a mask, and
avoid sharing microphones. Plexiglass shields are generally unhelpful.

¥

Abstain from congregational or choral singing. See the resources linked on our website. Some
alternatives: recordings, reading hymn lyrics, meditative listening, hand signs, sign language,
clapping, rhythm instruments, dancing.

¥

Maintain your online worship options. If your only online offering is streaming your ÒliveÓ inperson worship option, pitch your delivery to the online audience more than the audience in
the sanctuary.

WI COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ¥ 30 W MIFFLIN ST, STE 602 MADISON WI 53703 ¥ 608 837 3108 ¥ WICHURCHES.ORG

IN PERSON WORSHIP ATTENDANCE SURVEY

IF CUMC RESUMES INDOOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP SERVICES, IT IS NECESSARY TO KNOW WHO
AND HOW MANY WILL ATTEND. THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL WILL DECIDE “WHEN” BASED
ON A SURVEY OF THE CONGREGATION TO MEASURE INDIVIDUAL WILLINGNESS TO ATTEND, AN
UNDERSTANDING OF THE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS INCLUDING ADDITIONAL STAFF AND
VOLUNTEER RESPONSIBILITES, THE HEALTH RISK TO MEMBERS BASED ON LOCAL CONDITIONS,
AND THE MOST RECENT GUIDANCE FROM CHUCH LEADERS AND HEALTH OFFICIALS. YOU WILL
BE CONTACTED BY HOUSEHOLD BY YOUR COMMITTEE OR SMALL GROUP LEADER OR BY THE
CHURCH STAFF. FOR NOW, PLEASE CONSIDER YOUR RESPONSE TO THE SURVEY QUESTIONS
UNTIL YOU ARE CONTACTED.

FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS THERE IS INTEREST IN OPENING THE CHURCH FOR IN-PERSON
WORSHIP. IN ORDER TO ACCOMPLISH THIS SAFELY FOR ATTENDEES AND STAFF THERE ARE
SOME REQUIREMENTS AND/OR ASSUMPTIONS THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE PUT IN PLACE.
THESE INCLUDE:
1) Attendees would be required to “register” their intent to attend
2) Attendees would be required to sign a waiver absolving the UMC and CUMC of
responsibility should they contract COVID-19 as a result of attending church
3) Attendance would be limited to approximately 25% of the sanctuary capacity (~50)
4) Family units and/or individuals would have to practice social distancing
5) Attendees would have to wear face masks
6) No bibles, hymnals, etc. will be available in the pews
7) Music may be limited to electronic, string, and bell instruments and only one voice
8) The sanctuary would have to be cleaned after the service
9) Certain services or ceremonies may be modified
10) Persons identifying as being COVID positive after attending a service would agree to
contact tracing and isolation
WITH THESE RESTRICTIONS IN MIND WOULD YOU ATTEND CHURCH?

YES

NO

IF NO, UNDER WHAT ADDITIONAL OR SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD YOU ATTEND?
________________________________________________________________
OR, I/WE WOULD NOT ATTEND SERVICES UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES AT THIS TIME.

□

Community United Methodist Church
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd.
P. O. Box 617
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Return Service Requested

Growing devoted followers of Christ. Equipping passionate leaders in service.

News

Monthly Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church
All visitors are welcome to worship with us on Sunday mornings.
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
After Labor Day | 8:00 a.m. or 10:15 a.m.

Please note that at
this time, we have
audio worship only.

Pastor | Rev. Don Greer | PastorDon@CedarburgCUMC.org

cedarburgcumc.org

Church Office | 262 • 377 • 3832 |
Hours | Memorial Day Through Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
After Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg, WI 53012
Please contact the
office by phone
www.CedarburgCUMC.org
or email.

“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

