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All Saints Day - November 1
We gratefully remember those members of
Community United Methodist Church in Cedarburg
who have passed away since last All Saints Sunday (2019)

“For All the Saints Who From Their Labors Rest . . . “

Judith Harrison

Maury Peace

Jack Neuswanger

Juanita Schmidt

Mary Tinder

Almighty God,
You have knit together your elect
In one communion and fellowship,
In the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord.
Grant us grace
so to follow your holy saints in all virtuous and godly living,
that we may come to those unspeakable joys,
which you have prepared for those who sincerely love you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In-Person Worship – Not Yet

T

he Administrative Council has not approved
opening the church for in-person worship at this
time. This was a unanimous decision at the
November Administrative Council meeting as they
analyzed the current trends and escalation of the spread
of Covid-19 in Wisconsin. A survey of the congregation
is underway, and partial results were shared at this
meeting indicating that some people are willing to
attend an in-person worship service with conditions,

and some are not. Obviously, we want to come back
as soon and safely as possible, and in ways that are
socially and spiritually uplifting, and in ways that do not
expose those we care for to unnecessary risk. This is a
very difficult time, and an imperfect choice. For now,
we will continue to produce our weekly audio worship
experience and our video worship service, and pray for
the day we can gather in joy and without fear in the
presence of one another. God is with us still.

Use Your Telephone to Connect
with Virtual Worship Services

O

ur worship services during
the Covid-19 pandemic have
been provided weekly using
the internet; however, those who do
not use computers or do not have
internet access have not been able
to listen or to view them. We have
been looking for a way that people
can connect to worship using the
telephone.

these to be uploaded as often as
desired. Sermons by Phone was
invented, made available for other
churches to use, and shared through
United Methodist Communications
as a subscription service.

The problem has been experienced
by many churches in this time,
and now there is a solution thanks
to the ingenuity of Birmingham
United Methodist Church in Milton,
Georgia. They set up a local phone number specifically
for members to call and listen to sermons and worship
services of flexible length, and developed a way for

Community United Methodist
Church in Cedarburg was fortunate
to be selected as one of the first 50
churches to use this service for one
year free through a special grant.
Thank you to Pam for her quick
initiative putting us in the queue to
receive this. As soon as it is set up,
we will publish the phone number
and make our worship experience available to our
members and friends who do not use the computer.

Hymnal and
Sunday School Handbell Set
Pickup Dates
Drive Under the Front Awning - Sunday, November 1st from
10:15 a.m. until noon and Monday, November 2nd from
10:15 a.m. until noon. You will be asked to leave your name
and best contact number for registration and return of these
items. Contact Ellie Wilmeth if you need special arrangements
to pick up a hymnal.

Music Ministry

T

he Music Ministry Team met in October to plan
music in worship for the coming months. Since
our parking lot services have ended, the team
focused on recording music inside and how to do that
safely. We decided that we would record with the
minimum amount of people in the sanctuary. Former
members of the Facility Committee have assured the
musicians that there is adequate air flow in that part of
our building to reduce the risk of airborne transmission
of the virus. Making music together is considered
one of the highest risk activities due to the volume of
aerosol spray that is produced when singing or playing a
wind instrument – similar to coughing and sneezing.
With that in mind, we enter this act carefully.
Microphones are strategically placed to observe extra
distance between Christy (masked) who accompanies
most of the recording session and the individual soloist.
Nate graciously sets up all the equipment and wears a
mask during the time he spends running the session.
We ask each person to come in prepared so that we
reduce the time spent in making music together. After
each session, our goal is to leave the room for at least
an hour and allow time for aerosols to sink to the floor
before another person begins their recording session.
It is not a foolproof solution, and we pray that no one
making music for CUMC contracts the illness through
these sessions. These musicians are part of the acts of
love and service we see happening all around us.
Lucas began handbell rehearsals in October with an
innovative and safe approach to playing. All ringers
are masked and divided into two small groups—each
group meeting every other Wednesday evening. They
use newly devised small handbell stands spaced safely
apart in the front of the sanctuary. This approach is
quite different from the
past. With new music and
the desire to ring, Lucas
reports things are coming
along. We hope to record
the bells early in November
for our audio/video worship
services. Thank you to
all the Glory Ringers who
have adapted to this new
challenge and contribute
to our variety of music at
CUMC. You are part of
the acts of love and service
we see happening all
around us.
Besides the duties of
providing music for both
our audio and video
worship services, the
team began to plan for the

seasons of celebrations coming up. Using resources
provided by a national panel of pastors organized
by Adam Hamilton, a leading Methodist pastor, we
brainstormed various ideas and innovative ways we can
stay connected. Our focus for the months of November
and December will be on our hymnals and the hymns
that bring us comfort and hope--a tangible object from
our sanctuary that we can hold in our hands as we
listen or watch the services online. Some members may
have a hymnal at home, but we are going to provide
everyone the opportunity to sign up for and pick up a
hymnal for your home at the beginning of November.
If you are unable to pick up a hymnal, we ask that you
contact a Care Connector (they were the kind folks who
called you at the beginning of the pandemic) and make
arrangements with them for a CUMC member to
deliver one to you. We’ll be waiting for you on
November 1 and 2 from 10:15 a.m. to noon under the
front entrance awning. We ask that you treat each
book reverently and return the hymnals again at a
designated time period in January. A part of CUMC in
each home makes your family part of the acts of love
and service we see happening all around us.
More goals include putting together a special
Thanksgiving Hymn Fest. We traditionally would
gather on the Wednesday evening prior to Thanksgiving
to return thanks, and this year we want to sing and
praise God through the miracle of technology. The
team is working on how to put together and record a
virtual choir—Lucas is learning about that specialized
technology in one of his UWM classes. Following
quickly on our Thanksgiving celebration, is the beginning
of Advent (November 29). Ambitious but exciting
plans for Sunday School students to make a joyful
noise through their handbell sets are in the works
with colorful bells and music being readied for pick up
along with hymnals. The team is preparing meaningful
scripts for each Advent Sunday that use contemporary
language celebrating the major themes of Advent:
Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. Another opportunity to
connect during our worship times at home will be to
light a candle or advent wreath each time we listen/
watch our worship services. If you have one, put it
out the last Sunday of November. Don’t have one?
There are tons of easy DIY Advent wreath ideas on
Pinterest making it a great family activity. The hymnal
and candles help us to create a holy space wherever we
listen to worship. Finally, Christmas Eve…the ideas,
the creativity, the excitement about how to offer a
safe opportunity to enter the sanctuary were abundant
in our meeting. We are all praying with fervent hearts
that each idea be blessed with God’s love and the Holy
Spirit’s flame of action! As we celebrate the birth of
our Savior, we will show the world the acts of love and
kindness we experience in our faith journeys no matter
where we are.

written by Ellie Wilmeth

Senior Ministry

Dear Folks,

Our prayer is that you are safe and well in these
challenging times. We simply cannot go it alone as
we attempt to travel through the uncharted waters
of the social and economic changes that contrast
so much from our pre-pandemic lives. We need
the support and resources of true community, and
hopefully, the church remains a very meaningful
body to you in this season. In these extraordinary
days, we are seeking to develop new ways in which
we as a church can be a resource of support and
connection to you. To that end, we certainly invite
your suggestions.

Additionally, we are making available key national
organizational websites that you can turn to for
information and assistance on a variety of issues that
you may be facing or wish to learn more about. Our
hope is that this posting will offer you a consolidated
list that may make resourcing easier for you. You will
find help through contacts for AARP, Alzheimers,
Centers for Medicare and Medical Services, legal
assistance and services for Social Security, pension
plans, volunteer resources and others. Further, we
will be providing regional and local organization links
that are available to senior adults.

One of the ways we are seeking to be supportive is
through the provision of spiritual formation resources
to you on a daily and weekly basis. Three of these
include devotions from Christian spiritual leaders, Dr.
Henri Nouwen, Fr. Richard Rohr and the devotionals
from the Wisconsin Conference staff. These are solid
and meaningful reflections that may well prove to
support you in the daily round. We hope that you will
check them out and perhaps, one or more of them
will become a regular reading for you. You will find
the links on our web page under “Connect” and then
under“Active Seniors”.

Finally, we will be reaching out via telephone
contacts with our senior adult members again. We
realize that the desire for connecting may vary from
person to person, but we feel the need to be in
touch with you during this season when we are more
regularly disconnected. Thank you for your prayers
for your church family and individual members.
Again, let us know what may be helpful, supportive
to you.

God bless you, Pastor John Strassburger

Women of Faith

W

omen of Faith are reading and
discussing Revealing the Mysteries
of Heaven Study Guide. On a cool
and rainy October 12th, a few members
met briefly with Pastor Don inside the entry
door for the Community Room. Discussion
of Lesson 2 was postponed to the week
of October 25th in order to allow more
members to join in via conference call,
sharing joys, laughter, and prayer concerns.
During cooler weather Women of Faith
will stay warm in the comfort of home for
virtual meetings online or by a phone call!
The November 9th meeting will center on
discussing Lesson 3. Members, please watch
for emails containing more information.

New members are invited, and those
interested are encouraged to contact Pastor
Don Greer, Pastor John Strassburger, or
the church office. Virtual meetings are on
the second Monday at 1:15 p.m., September
through June. Guidelines for masks and
social distancing will be followed when
spring weather allows for meeting
face-to-face outdoors.

Adult Education Updates and Ways to Connect
with our CUMC Faith Family

C

UMC Adult Education
classes are up and going.
Sarah Lovy is leading a
class with video presentations
from Adam Hamilton revolving
around the topic of fear. There
are four people joining in person
on Sunday mornings at 9:00
a.m. in the Community Room and
three people joining via Zoom
on Wednesday at noon. Mike
Blodgett has between five and
seven people joining his Zoom
class on Sundays. Watching
a DVD via Zoom has been
successful and he encourages other to drop in any
Sunday. The information for his class is listed below:
“Believe” Sunday School Class - 9:15 a.m. to 10:00
a.m. These are stand-alone topics; feel free to attend
any week you have time. Please forward information
to anyone who would be interested. This link will work
for multiple weeks. We are running for 7 more weeks
to complete this series. I will provide additional lessons
to finish out the year as needed. To join Zoom meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/91275606494?pwd=bUNza2EvRytnR
E14MFdjMWdFcTZPQT09
Meeting ID: 912 7560 6494
Passcode: ET9w4r

L

The Chosen series has four
people attending in person on
Thursday afternoons and eight
people watching via Zoom on
Tuesday afternoons. While these
groups are led by Eldene Doyle
and Ellie Wilmeth, Nate is also
offering families the opportunity
to watch and comment on this
terrific retelling of the people who
surrounded Jesus in his ministry.
Even if you aren’t part of a
specific group watching
this, you can watch it on your
own by downloading the app or on YouTube. Worth
every minute!
The group that meets every other Wednesday evening
organized by Pat Morrisey has pulled together people
from across the county and state in discussion on “How
to Be an Antiracist”. Learning and understanding and
listening is key and the conversations have been helpful
and encouraging.
Be thinking about what topics you would like to study
in the future and share your thoughts with any of the
current teachers or Pastor Don.

written by Ellie Wilmeth

Save the Date ~ December 4!

ucas Detwiler will be graduating from UWM at the
end of this term. He will be doing his graduate
recital in a virtual format from the sanctuary of

CUMC on the evening of Dec. 4th. Details will follow in
the December newsletter, but mark your calendars now
to join him virtually in this exciting musical event.

Pecan Sales

P

lease order your pecans now for
holiday use and gifts. The price
has remained the same, $10.00 for
candied (dark, milk, and clusters) and
$11.00 for plain pecans. As in the first
order, we will have them at church on a
Saturday or Sunday for you to pick up

and pay. We will let you know once they
arrive. Please order by November 19th by
emailing vickistreich1@gmail.com. The
proceeds are going to the UWC Harbor
House Crisis Shelter in Superior Wisconsin.
Thank you so much for you generosity.

Holiday Giving Opportunities

A

s the Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holiday Season approaches, so do the
opportunities to support others who
are less fortunate than we are. You have
been so generous during 2020, in spite of
the unusual circumstances that Coronavirus
has forced upon us. Yet, the need continues,
and is more dire than in years past. While
the details of HOW you support others might
change a bit, the end result is the same; your
generosity allows us to make a difference
in the lives of our brothers and sisters in
Christ. So please consider the following
opportunities:
Thanksgiving and Christmas Offerings: Your
Outreach Mission Committee usually selects
two mission projects to support through
these offerings, and this year is no different.
This year, because of a reduced budget, we
have had to cut back on the support that we
normally provide to our three international
UMCOR missions, the Senegal Mission
Initiative, Eurasia in Mission Together,
and the Community Based Health and
Development in Afghanistan. Thus, the
Thanksgiving Offering will go towards these
three missions.
The Christmas Offering will go to support
Franciscan Peacemakers, a Milwaukee-based
organization that fights against
human trafficking.
In case we are still not able to meet in person
at Thanksgiving and Christmas, we hope you
will consider sending the church an offering
that will go towards the above-mentioned
mission projects.
Hats, Mittens and Scarves: Donating handmade or purchased hats, mittens and scarves
has become an annual and much cherished
tradition at CUMC, and we will continue
it again this year, although with some
differences. Rather than set up the Giving
Tree in the lobby, we will have a large box
located between the inner and outer doors
of the church. Please drop off your donated
items between November 1 and December
7. Your Outreach Committee will then divide
the donations and deliver them to Northcott
Neighborhood House and United Methodist
Children’s Services.

Christmas Gift Cards: This is another
much-loved annual tradition that
also benefits both Northcott and
United Methodist Children’s Services.
Please consider purchasing one or more
gift cards in the amount of $10 - $25
dollars from Target or Wal-Mart. Your
donated cards may be dropped
in the church mailbox outside
the main entrance, or may
be mailed to the church
office. These donations
will allow some families to
have Christmas gifts who
otherwise may not have
been able to afford them.
Donations should arrive at
the church no later than
December 7 so they
can be delivered
to Northcott and
UMCS in time
for Christmas.
Pecans: The
pecans have
been ordered.
Once they
have arrived, we
will notify you of the
days/times that you may
pick them up at church.
Poinsettias: We will again
be purchasing and delivering
poinsettias to those of our
members who are shut in and
may feel especially isolated.
While we will be developing a
list of those who will receive
them, if you are aware of
someone, please let us know
by sending an email to Vicki
Streich at vickistreich1@gmail.com.

On behalf of your
Mission Outreach Committee,
thank you for your ongoing
and continued generosity
and love for others.

Missionary Support

A

s most of you know, for
many years CUMC has been
in a Covenant Relationship
to support UMC Missionary Paul
Webster. Paul has been an agricultural
missionary at Mujila Falls in Zambia,
Africa. Several years ago Paul
returned to Wisconsin, and since
then has worked as an agricultural
consultant to missionaries worldwide.

After learning about him and his
plans, the Outreach Committee
voted unanimously to start
supporting Patrick effective
in 2021.

In a recent conversation with the
Outreach Committee, Paul announced
that he intends to retire in 2021, and
he encouraged us to look for a new
missionary to support. He gave us
the names of several new missionaries
who are still building their support. One of those Paul
recommended is Patrick Mwinkeu who currently is living
in Zambia with his wife and three children.
Pastor Don and members of the Mission Outreach
Committee met with Patrick in a Zoom meeting.

Once the Coronavirus pandemic
restrictions are eased, Patrick
intends to move with his family
to South Africa. This will be a
relatively new area for the United
Methodist Church. Patrick will not
only start an agricultural mission to
provide affordable food, he will also
teach sustainable farming methods
to the people in the vicinity of
Durban, South Africa.
We look forward to supporting Patrick and to getting to
know him, whether by Zoom or through his visits to the
United States when conditions allow. In the meantime,
please support Patrick, Paul, and all of our missionaries
with your prayers.

Care Connections
for Seniors Updates

P

astor John has been working with
the Befriender group and members
of the Care Connection Caller Team
to make inroads in getting to know our
seniors. He and Sandy Purdy are setting
up a Zoom meeting with our members
at Lasata in late October, and there is
potential that he may lead a devotional
service of some kind for their community.
Pat Morrisey continues to stay in touch
with several of the Lasata Heights
residents and is still hoping to raise
money to purchase technology, keeping
them connected with loved ones. Sandy
Purdy plays a very important role in
calling on both Care Center residents and

homebound members. The commitment
she shows to each of her contacts is an
example for us all.
We hope to stay connected with the 170
folks that are identified as senior CUMC
members/friends (age 60 and up) through
calls, cards, and prayer as we enter the
fall and winter months. If you know
of anyone in this age group who needs
extra special attention, we ask that you
contact either Judi McCullum or Ellie
Wilmeth or Sarah Lovy.

written by Ellie Wilmeth

“How to be an Antiracist” Class

U

sing the book, “How to be an Antiracist,” by Ibram
X Kendi, our group of 22 people represents five
churches, six cities (Mequon, Cedarburg, Grafton,
Port Washington, Wauwatosa, and Platteville) those
active with “Bridge the Divide Cedarburg,” (https://
www.bridgethedivide.life/ ), “Stop the Silence in the
Burb,” “Drinking Liberally Grafton,” and others who
are interested in learning more about “anti-racism.”
Our group also ranges in age from a junior in high
school through those in their 70’s. This diversity and
perspectives add richness to our group.
Our focus thus far has been on getting to know
Kendi as an author, which we did through Ted Talks.
Words such as “racist,” “antiracist,” “assimilationist,”
“segregationist,” and “Christians who are stiving for
liberation” are being
defined and discussed.
We also are helping to
keep each other aware
of the many things that
are happening in Ozaukee
County regarding racial
justice and equity. Both
the cities of Cedarburg
and Port Washington
have formed standing
committees through
their common councils
that deal with diversity
and inclusion.

In breakout rooms on Zoom, we are talking about
profound ideas or quotes that were presented in the Ted
Talks or readings, sharing thoughts, questions, concerns
regarding what was read or watched, and sharing ideas
that develop regarding implementing antiracist policies in
places such as cities, schools, and churches.
Some of the “big ideas” that have emerged are:
•		God created all people. No one is superior or inferior.
•		Denial is the heartbeat of racism.
•		Struggles with racism are human struggles.
•		Racism is a marriage of racist policies and racist ideas
		that produces and normalizes racial inequities.
•		Assimilation and segregation are both racist ideas.
•		White people spend much less time in jail compared
		to other races … even for the same crimes.
•		Every human soul can be racially questioned.
•		99.9% of us are biologically the same.
•		Looking through antiracist lenses is important.
“How to Be an Antiracist” is part how-to and part
memoir. The author, Ibram X. Kendi, like many of us,
grew up in a racist society and internalized many of
its ideas. Throughout much of his life, he was racist,
and in this book, he describes how he changed his
thoughts and actions—and how we can change ours—
to become antiracist.

If You Can Be Anthing - Be Kind!

M

embers of the 40 Plus Small Group
worked on making a special message
to display in the west windows of the
CUMC Educational wing. With help from Stevie
Stibor, they painted a light coating of reflective
paint on each letter in hopes that it might pick
up the afternoon rays of sun and reflect during

the night. Not sure if it works but regardless of
the success of that effort, the sign signals to the
busy street traffic heading toward the high school
that kindness is the best choice of all these days.
Think before you criticize, choose your words
carefully, step into another’s “shoes”, and above
all live at peace with all people – Romans 12

Greetings from the Family Ministries at CUMC!

E

ven though it is hard to fathom how we are already in
November, here we are! We hope that your family is
doing very well, but however you and your family find
yourselves, we want you to know that we are praying for
you. We are praying for you and for our community at
large - our schools, hospitals, teachers, and all essential
workers. We are also praying for your kids - whatever age
they are and in whatever stage of life they find themselves.
Over the past month or so I've been able to talk with many
of our parents and students. I have heard the struggles that
many of us are experiencing with overloaded schedules.
Many of our students are stressed. Many of them do not
know how they're going to keep up with their school work.
Our parents are still as busy as ever - shuttling their kids
around to sports and extracurricular activities. Life, in some
ways, has continued at an ever increasing pace for families
in our community.
At the same time, all of us are taking more precautions
and have altered schedules. Some of our students go
to school late and come home early. Many of our high
school students have more of a college type schedule as
school administration is allowing students more space and
freedom to spend less time in the building. In talking with
parents and students, there seems to be mixed emotions
about this new style of life - this new pace of life - this
new era of life. When we enter a new era of life as a
culture, there are many things we simply do not know.
Many of us are being forced to reinvent how we do things
and how to get along in this new world.
A part of this new way of life has meant that we are not
meeting physically for Family Ministry activities. As we
watch the Covid-19 numbers soar in WI, we are reminded
of the wisdom of acting in the best interest of everyone
and not merely looking after our own interests. (Phil. 2:4)
As I've spoken to many in our Family Ministry, I know
this is not easy for all of us. We all long to be back fully,
without hesitation and in a way where we can sing,
commune, and fellowship without reservation.
But what if now was a perfect time to focus on two
things - our families, and ourselves? As we continue
through November and into the winter we will need to form
some new practices in our lives. Already, we are trying to
give families a few things to hinge their weeks on - one
being the TV series "The Chosen." Several groups from
our church have already watched this series, and we are
now into our weekly groups in the Family Ministry where
we watch during the week and then meet on Sunday
nights to discuss via Zoom. Another weekly rhythm we
hope you'll begin and maintain is gathering together as a
family on Sunday mornings to watch The So & So show
(for Elementary kids) or our weekly Sunday School videos
for Middle and High School. Check out our Family Ministry
website: www.cumcmosaic.com for more information on
these resources and for ways to interact with what our
ministry is doing.

One additional thing that we'll be working on in the Family
Ministry during November and into Advent season is
putting together a few video services for Christmas time.
We are going to need families who are willing to send in
video recordings of themselves reading Christmas Scripture
passages or video of them singing a carol. We are trying
to make our Christmas season include as many families in
our congregation as possible. If your family is interested in
participating in this project, please email me (Nate Gruber)
and let me know: nateG@cedarburgcumc.org
While these are a few practical things you can put on your
calendar, I want to also point you to the inner responsibility
each of us has as we move into a winter of increased time
inside and perhaps social isolation. My hope is that each
of us might be able to imagine what kind of state we want
our families to be in as we move into 2021. What is
God doing in the lives of the people in your family? In
Psalm 1, it describes a wise person as being like trees
planted near a stream who bear fruit. Jesus describes
those who know Him as a house with a foundation on
stone - nothing will be able to shake it. Now is a good time
to take a few minutes and take an inventory of where our
families are at - to thank God for what He is doing and also
to pray for the areas where we still need God to move - to
help us bear fruit - to help solidify our spiritual foundation.
With that in mind, I'd like to invite each of you into a
practice with your family during the month of November.
Each day we will read a chapter in the Book of Proverbs
that correlates to the day of the month. On November 1st
we will read Proverbs 1 as a family. On November 2nd we
will read Proverbs 2, and so on. As the month goes by,
we will read through nearly the whole book of wisdom. If
you miss a day or two, don't worry! Just jump back on the
train and carry on. Ask each member of your family to pick
their favorite verse and to share why they picked it. I think
you'll be surprised at what God does in your life as you
practice out this simple form of meditating on the Word of
God. We'd love to hear back from some of you via video
about what your family is learning/seeing as you practice
this out together.
As we move into the winter, please know that we are here
to help! We'd love to hear from you and to walk alongside
you. We'd love to see your family come together and grow
together in the love of God. Blessings to each of you as
you continue following Jesus in your family.

-Nate Gruber

Director of Family Ministry & Discipleship

Mosaic KIDS

A

mid a pandemic, social and
racial unrest, and political
angst, it may be hard to think
about gratitude. Many have lost
loved ones, jobs, financial stability so
many things, so, really, why would
we be thankful? Well, the truth is
that there is always, always, always
something to be thankful for.
It is so easy to get caught up in
all the trepidation that exists in our current world.
Sometimes we need to take a moment to remind
ourselves that God is still our protector, our shepherd,
our strength. He is still our King of Kings. Showing
gratitude in all things is God’s will for us, not only in
times of happiness, but also in times of hardship and
uncertainty. This is called faith, and it is based on His
unfailing love for us, always.
Our circumstances can change on a dime, sometimes
for the better, sometimes for the worse. Just because
we have faith in God or lead Christ-centered lives does
not mean that only good things will fall upon us. That
is not what following God is about nor should it be the
reason we choose to follow Him. Our relationship with
God, while unique and individual to each of us, is the
foundation of our strength and it is worthy of gratitude.
Acknowledging appreciation for what we have is always
critical for our well-being as it gives us perspective so
we can find our silver linings on the cloudiest of days.
It is during unprecedented times such as these, that
having a grateful attitude is of the utmost importance.
The positivity that this outlook provides is strong enough
to offer hope when things seem bleak, energy when we
feel emotionally bankrupt and strength when we are at
our weakest. Seeing things with a heart of thanksgiving
has the power to catapult us out of the darkness and
back toward the light. And that light is God and that is
our return to faith in Him. He will guide us through our
hardest times when we are open to His light.
This is not to say that this stance is easy. Certainly,
it is not. No one is thankful for a lost job, poor health,
loneliness, isolation, or other hardships. But there is a
difference between feeling grateful and being grateful.
Controlling how we feel is difficult. If it wasn’t, who
would ever feel sad or angry or frustrated? So, of
course, we would not feel grateful for the bad things
that happen to us. But being grateful is a choice.
The choice to be grateful is a fundamental attitude that
withstands the ups and downs that flow in and out
of our lives. It provides a perspective from which we
can see our lives as a whole rather than in segmented,
broken pieces. This is how we can then rise despite the
hardest struggles that life may throw at us. It really can
transform us if we make it a way of life.

God can help you get in the
habit of showing appreciation
for what you’ve been given,
thanking others and letting them
know you see how they have
helped you. It sometimes feels
like a lost art. Yet gratitude is
an idea close to God’s heart.
Think about all the Bible stories
where people gave thanks to
each other, celebrated God with
feasts and festivals, not to mention the Psalms filled
with songs of praise. “Give thanks to the Lord, because
He is good. His faithful love continues forever.”
Psalm 136:1 NIRV
Just take a moment to consider everything God has
done for you. The world He made. The promises He
has kept. The new life He offers through Jesus. When
we remember all of that, we can always be thankful.
Our focus in Children’s Ministries over the next several
weeks will be on gratitude. Weekly videos and posts
will continue to be posted on Facebook via our “Families
of Mosaic Kids” group. Additionally, I have added
children’s ministry content to our church website
(cedarburgcumc.org) as well as on our family site,
cumcmosaic.com. This will include the popular “So &
So Show” episodes as well as other useful information
for our kids and families.
Although we are still unable to worship in person
together, I hope that you are all finding ways to engage
in the church’s ministries. I am so very grateful that
we have found multiple venues in which we can all still
gather as a community even if it is virtually through
social media, Zoom meetings, videos, podcasts
and/or audio services. I am also thankful for Pastor Don,
who has allowed our ministry teams to be creative and
take active roles in reaching all of you. His leadership
and fortitude have fostered the ability to bring a variety
of options to our congregation so that, despite our
current circumstances, our ministry can continue. This
is something that is so important to every one of our
ministry leaders because our continuity and engagement
with you is so important to us.
I hope you can recognize something (or things) in your
life for which you can be grateful. I hope you can
celebrate what God has done. I hope you find reasons
to say, “Thank you.” And, most of all, I hope you can
get in the habit of being grateful because the rewards for
this practice are endless.
With a grateful heart, God bless you all.

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministry

October 28, 2020
To all my sacred siblings in Christ in our Wisconsin Conference,
I look with deep sadness and dismay at the rising numbers of COVID-19 cases
across our wonderful state and wonder when this will come to an end. As the
winter months arrive, the flu season approaches, and the pandemic continues
to flourish and spread, I increase and intensify my prayers for health and
wellness, safety and vitality for all people. To that end, I continue to strongly
recommend that our churches do not engage in in-person worship during
these difficult days.
Across our Conference, we are receiving daily reports of pastors and
parishioners who have contracted COVID-19 and are suffering through the
disease. This impacts individuals, families, communities, and congregations,
and the more we are together, the longer this terrible virus will continue to
spread. I know, and I share the grief, of how hard it is not to be able to be
together to worship and praise God. I am continually amazed and inspired by
the creativity of our pastors, worship leaders, and teachers to provide online
alternatives. Safety, health, and protecting life must be our top priorities as
disciples of Jesus Christ. Setting aside our personal wants and desires to
return to church is the responsibility of every Christian – the health and wellbeing of others is the most important thing.
There will cone a day in our future when we can return to our regular
engagements and encounters. On that day, we will rejoice. On that day, we will
sing, and we will celebrate. On that day, we will give God thanks and praise
that we have emerged from the wilderness into the Promised Land. That day is
coming, but that day is not yet here.
We have not mandated that churches cannot meet following the most stringent
wisconsin-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/52f13cc32a25924127e023c38e979325?email=pastordon@cedarburgcumc.org
protocols
of masking, social distancing, numbers in attendance, and sanitizing
guideline,
but this is the closest I can come. I am asking all Wisconsin United
wisconsin-email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/52f13cc32a25924127e023c38e979325?email=pastordon@cedarburgcumc.org
Methodists to NOT gather in-person until our state health officials tell us it is
safe to do so. We are suffering, and many lives are permanently damaged or
lost. It is our duty and our privilege to care for one another and not spread this
terrible virus.
10/28/2020

Please know that you are all in the prayers of your Bishop and cabinet. We
care very deeply, and we will continue to do all in our power to thrive through
this pandemic and get our churches open and fully functioning again.
Thanks be to God!
In Christ’s Love,

Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop
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