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February 2021 Worship

A

s we enter the month of
February, we continue
the journey of personal
and communal renewal and
renovation that happens when we
tap into the Parables of Jesus.
We have been walking through
several of Jesus' parables during
our weekly video services and
have been digging deeper in our
weekly audio podcast. We will
continue to unearth what God is
speaking to us through Jesus'
parables in early February.
This year provides us with
an early Easter (April 3), Ash
Wednesday (February 17), and
Lenten season, which means
all of us will be considering the
path to the cross beginning in
February in our online services.
It seems fitting that we look at
the Parables of Jesus because
they point us to the paradoxically
Christian path of finding life
through death - that on the other
side of the cross we find God! It
is a difficult message for us to
wrap our minds around, and very
often Jesus' teachings and words
don't make sense to our rational
minds. But through experience
we can attest to the life-giving
freedom that comes when one
"lays down their life for their
friends." That even amid the
brokenness of our world, God is
still alive and active through the
Body of Christ.

Please join us online, share our
weekly services with a friend,
and take advantage of this time
in your home to meditate on
what God has done for you and
through you in the world.
Both our video service and audio
podcast can be found on our
"Sermons" page on our church
website.

Dialogue with the Dialogue on
Mondays at 11:00 a.m. We
will continue the weekly Zoom
discussion about the audio
service dialogue on Mondays.
This is a chance to go deeper,
to engage with the worship
leadership and each other, and to
nurture our connection together.
This will be a recurring weekly
Zoom meeting with the same
address link. This conversation
is open for interested people from
both congregations. The Zoom
connection link and meeting
information is listed below.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8825
9905457?pwd=bmk3V2J3ejlsa1
l2WE56ZmNUZXFmZz09
Meeting ID: 882 5990 5457
Passcode: Jnkv63

Music Ministry

W

e usually associate the word “waiting” with
Advent, but here we are midway through
January and we are all still waiting and hoping.
I remember getting vaccinated in elementary school to
prevent small pox in our lunchroom. As we stood in
line, kids were complaining, and some were crying. I
think back how that tiny injection has kept me safe for
many, many years from a disease that once killed so
many. As we waited for the birth of our Savior during
Advent, with the coming of the COVID vaccinations, we
pray for only joy and light at the end of this dark tunnel.
The Music Ministry team met in January to work on
supporting and enhancing our CUMC word and worship
services. We tossed out ideas that might include
a few more of our many talented musicians who
could make music together safely. Small groups of
handbells introducing hymns, Sunday School students
singing or playing on videos made in their homes, and
potential Zoom choir rehearsals. If you or your family is
interested in being part of this extended music making,
please give Ellie Wilmeth a call (262-302-9175), and
we’ll get you music, prayers, or scripture to contribute.
Zoom isn’t ideal for music making but through a
Facebook connection called Liturgy Fellowship, an ELCA
church in the state of Washington has offered to share
some of things they’ve been trying. A few of the Music
Ministry team “sat-in” on one of their virtual rehearsals
to gather ideas. They greeted us warmly and graciously
shared with us.
Attention Chancel Choir members and other
interested individuals; the Music Ministry team will
be experimenting with a new format of virtual choir
rehearsal starting in February that will hopefully feel
more akin to the in-person rehearsals that everyone has
been missing. It will involve some level of familiarity
with platforms such as Zoom and Google Dropbox, but
support can be given to those that need it. We hope
everyone interested in singing also has a hymnal at
home. If not, we have hymnals available for check out.
Any participation is welcomed and greatly appreciated.
More information to come soon. If interested, you can
contact Lucas Detwiler (ldetwiler7@gmail.com).
In the meantime, we search for music that lifts up the
word and our spirits. We, too, are looking forward to
when we can safely worship together again.
Contributed by Ellie Wilmeth

Family Promise Update

S

even families—13 people—are in the program. One
family is renting the apartment above the Family
Promise offices in Port Washington.

CUMC will be providing the evening meal for Monday,
Feb. 8th, as the guests are still staying at the Chalet
Motel in Mequon.
Currently, Family Promise is in need of paper
products: toilet paper, paper towels, plates,
bowls, and napkins. Plastic knives are also
needed. If you are able to donate any items, the
perfect times would be Friday, Feb 5th from
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m., at CUMC, when church
members will be dropping off soup for the
Souper Bowl, OR Saturday, Feb. 6th from 9:00
a.m.—noon when you can purchase a container
or two of soup!!
Bins for the Family Promise paper products will be
between the two lobby doors at these times. THANK YOU!

A note of gratitude from Shirley Westphal

M

y family and I want to
thank everyone for their
condolences and prayers
upon the loss of my mother on New
Year’s Eve. Even when we cannot be
together, the outpouring of cards and
messages was so very comforting.
I also want to thank the members
of the Choir and Acts 29 for the
beautiful flowers.

Thank you again for your prayers of comfort.

Mom was a faithful member of
United Methodist congregation in
Tomahawk, Wisconsin. Her church
friends shared their love for her with
our family at a memorial service on
January 16th. It was a lovely day to
remember and celebrate her life.

Shirley, Mark and Emily Westphal

Women of Faith

W

omen of Faith are reading Revealing the
Mysteries of Heaven Study Guide. The group
met on January 11, and shared joys, laughter,
prayer concerns, and their holiday reports. They
discussed rewards to be given in heaven--the good,
better, and best--described in Lesson 5, "Heaven's
Oscars." Women of Faith will continue to stay warm
and dry in the comfort of home for virtual meetings,
either joining online or connecting via a phone call
during the winter. The February 8th meeting will focus

on Lesson 6, “The Heavenly City,” as described in
Revelations 21 and 22.
New members are invited, and those interested are
encouraged to contact Pastor Don Greer, Pastor
John Strassburger, or the church office. Meetings via
freeconferencecall.com are on the second Monday of
the month at 1:15 p.m. When warmer days arrive, they
are looking forward to being able to hold outdoor, inperson meetings safely.

Care Connections Ministry

A

pproximately 20 CUMC members sent greeting
cards at Thanksgiving and Christmas to our
members aged 60 and above. We enjoyed
thinking about and praying for the folks whom we
greeted in this outreach effort. We hope to repeat this
effort for Valentine’s Day and Easter. When all is said
and done, over 400 cards will have been sent out to let
folks know how much they are thought of and loved by
CUMC. Sure, would it be more fun to greet each other
in person but in the meantime, we create new ways
of connecting. The 40 Plus Small Group continues its
Birthday card ministry with the help of Pastor John. He
signs them, we send them! Add approximately 180
birthday cards to our 400 greeting cards and we are
closing in on 600 cards sent out beginning last fall! In
this day of tech everything, sometimes it's just nice to
get something other than junk mail! We want to thank
all those folks involved in this effort to keep
us connected.
Our care calls to those over 80 continue throughout the
winter. If you know of someone who is experiencing
loneliness, depression, and pandemic fatigue, please let
Sarah Lovy, head of our Befriender Ministry, know and
we’ll connect you to a caller.
Contributed by Judi McCullum and Ellie Wilmeth

W

Senior Ministry

e are moving into
the second month of
the new year. Are
you, on occasion like me, still
writing 2020? It's born of habit.
Accepting the new sometimes
takes time, even when we may
be looking forward to changes.
The "old" can retain some hold
on us while we are moving
forward. In some respects it
would be easier if we could
simply set some of the past
down and embrace what is
coming to us from God's future.
On the road of faith, the Spirit of God calls to us from
what is meant to be realized. I believe we are most alive
when we sense that we are being receptive or open to
God's dreaming. Jesus said: "The Spirit blows where
it wishes, but you do not know where it comes from

or where it is going..." Our
best response is a willingness
to put ourselves at God's
disposal. Our discernment
of God's movement within
and among us is through a
prayerful heart and the wise
company of the community
of faith.
I am grateful for the church.
New things will be coming
to us as a church during this
year. I pray that I will be open
to that which we will share together and grateful for
God's sustaining presence throughout our lives.

God bless you,
Pastor John Strassburger

The Finance/Stewardship Committee would like to update you on the financial position of CUMC
for 2020 and 2021 as well as officer changes in the committee. Needless to say, we ended the year
very well. The giving in December was generous, and we appreciate the support from everyone.
Below is a summary of our Operating Statement compared to Budget for 2020 reflecting a net profit
of over $8,000.
The roof project was a great success. The total project cost was just over $130,000;
well below the original budget of $160,000. We owe thanks to Ross Eggert for securing
the bids, managing and monitoring the project. Well done! Once all outstanding commitments
are collected, the roof will be 100% paid!
We would like to thank Randy Roupp for serving on the Finance/Stewardship Committee for many years.
He has been a valuable member, and will be hard to replace. Shirley Krenzke will be moving from
Treasurer to Finance Secretary, Randy's role. We would like to welcome Jesse Windmiller, as a
new member of the committee who has assumed the role of Treasurer. Many thanks to him.
COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Summary Operating Statement 2020

Income

12/31/2020

Budget 2020

Budget Var

Pledged revenue

314,224.00

320,000.00

(5,776.00)

Unpledged revenue
Misc. Revenue/Interest
Fundraising
Total Income

19,414.00
4,533.00
56.00
338,227.00

12,000.00
6,138.00
5,500.00
343,638.00

7,414.00
(1,605.00)
(5,444.00)
(5,411.00)

Administration, etc.
Apportionments

10,097.00
49,836.00

13,974.00
49,836.00

(3,877.00)
-

Education
Facilities
Music

5,583.00
36,381.00
635.00

10,650.00
43,000.00
1,175.00

(5,067.00)
(6,619.00)
(540.00)

6,000.00
216,885.00
4,584.00
330,001.00
8,226.00

6,000.00
216,003.00
3,000.00
343,638.00
-

882.00
1,584.00
(13,637.00)
8,226.00

Expenses

Outreach
Staff Relations
Technology
Total Expense
Net Income

The following budget was approved by Ad Council on December 22, 2020.
Thank you to everyone that was able to contribute to this budget. Because our pledged revenue
is down 12.5%, we are using SBA PPP Loan funds to supplement our revenue for 2021. This loan
has been forgiven as part of CARES Act because of COVID-19, and a temporary solution
to a challenging year.
COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Budget 2021
Income

Change from Previous Year Budget
Pledged revenue
Unpledged revenue

$280,000.00 Decreased 12.5%
$12,000.00 No change

SBA PPP Loan Forgiveness
Misc. Revenue/Interest
Fundraising
Total Income

$36,110.00 Short term funds
$3,900.00 Decreased 36%
$2,822.00 Decreased 48%
$334,832.00

Administration, etc.
Apportionments
Education
Facilities
Music
Outreach
Staff Relations
Technology
Total Expense

$11,950.00
$48,768.00
$10,650.00
$45,000.00
$1,200.00
$6,000.00
$208,264.00
$3,000.00
$334,832.00

Expenses
Decreased 10%
Decreased 2%
No change
Increase 5%
No change
No change
Decreased 3.5%-GAUMC subsidizing
Decreased 14%

Below is a summary of pledge commitments for 2021 compared to 2020. As mentioned,
this will be a difficult year, but working together we pray for a successful year!
Thank you again!

2021 Stewardship Drive Results
Stopped
Decreased
Same
Increased
New
Neither
No Reply

# of Families

17
22
58
32
3
29
5
166

Finance/Stewardship Committee

% of Families
10%
13%
35%
19%
2%
17%
3%
100%

2020 Pledge
$ 27,300.00
$ 65,095.00
$ 121,932.40
$ 98,100.00
$
$
$
6,805.00
$ 319,232.40

2021 Pledge
$
$ 47,380.00
$ 121,932.40
$ 110,299.84
$
7,120.00
$
$
$ 286,732.24

Difference
$ (27,300.00)
$ (17,715.00)
$
$ 12,199.84
$ 7,120.00
$
$ (6,805.00)
$ (32,500.16)

Greetings
from the Mosaic Family Ministry at Community UMC!
Blessings on you and your family!

W

e hope you are well. We know you are tired
and many of you are just keeping your heads
above water with schedules and trying to find
balance in life. We're so happy to hear that many of you
have been able to find a rhythm in this new era of life
that has led us to work and learn from home more often
than many of us would like.
With that in mind, we'd love to help come alongside
your family and make things a little easier for you. We
know that many of you find it difficult to talk to your
kids about faith in natural ways that don't seem forced.
We know that a forced "spiritual" conversation with
our kids often backfires. Yet we also understand
that many of you want to convey to your kids the
importance of following Jesus, and the practical
reasons why it makes sense for them. Because of
this we want to try something simple and new.
We would love to send you a copy of a book called
"Faithful Families." The author wrote this book
for busy families who barely find enough time for
their scheduled activities and find it hard to find
time for intentional faith-forming moments. If you
have a desire to grow closer spiritually but don't
know where to start, send me an email (nateg@
cedarburgcumc.org) and let me know that you'd like
a copy of Faithful Families. We would love to mail
you a copy and get your family moving into some
new and simple spiritual practices at home.
Additionally, Lent is a time in which we prepare
ourselves and dedicate ourselves again to the
message of the cross of Jesus. This past November
we focused on the book of Proverbs with blog posts and
videos on www.cumcmosaic.com - our Mosaic Family
Ministry website. Many of you voiced how meaningful
that was to you. Because of this, we are going to
journey through selected Psalms during the time of Lent
on our Mosaic Website. If you haven't checked out that
site, please do so, and "Subscribe" to our YouTube
channel so that you can keep up with our Lenten
journey. This is just one other simple way you can grow
more while we continue to social distance and isolate
this winter.
We also want to recognize that it has been a long year
with many challenges in every part of society. Part of
the disruption has been felt in our Youth Ministry, as
we have not been able to meet physically for about 11
months! We know that the rhythms of your life have
changed, and for many of you the way you do life is
drastically different than it was a year ago. Because
of that we will be holding a "Parents of Mosaic Family
Ministries" Zoom Call on Sunday, February 28 at 6:30

p.m. where you can openly share how life and schedules
have changed for you as well as what you'd love to
see our youth and family ministries look like moving
into the future. In many ways we need to reimagine
what God would like to do in the lives of our students,
but we first need to know how youth group and youth
ministry fits into your family's busy schedules. So, come
with an open heart - willing to share how things have
changed for your family; and with an open mind - willing
to dream and pray together about what God might do
in our group moving forward. (Please email Nate Gruber
- nateg@cedarburgcumc.org to let him know if you're
coming, and you will be sent an email with the Zoom
login for the night.)

Lastly, we have a fun day of Family Sledding planned
for Saturday, February 20 from 1:00-3:00pm at Mee
Kwon Park (6333 W Bonniwell Rd. Mequon). Please
bring your own sled, a mask to wear, and then join us
afterwards (3:00-3:30pm) on the patio at CUMC for
some hot chocolate around the fire pit on the patio.
Tell your friends to come on out for this fun, socially
distanced family event!

Upcoming Events:
Lenten Psalm Journey: Blog and Video Series
@ www.cumcmosaic.com (begins Feb. 17)
Family Sledding Event: Saturday, Feb. 20 from 1:003:00pm @ Mee Kwon Hill; 3:00-3:30pm @ CUMC Patio
Parents of Mosaic Zoom Call: Sunday, Feb. 28 at 6:30

-Nate Gruber

Director of Family Ministry & Discipleship

Mosaic KIDS

K

indness. Sadly, in today’s world, this has become
more of a buzz word than an actual behavior. So
often, we get lost and we go throughout our day
thinking only of ourselves and ourselves alone. We get
caught up in our day-to-day routines: striving to climb
higher and higher, get more and more. But are our lives
really are measured by our monetary success? Are the
material, tangent things we have at the end of the day
truly what matters most? I know as you read this, you
are probably answering “no” to both questions. That
is, after all, what we are supposed to say, right? But do
our lives reflect this? Are we fulfilled by possessions or
by goodness in spirit, in kindness, in generosity,
in consideration?

Let me offer a true definition. Kindness is a behavior
marked by acts of generosity, consideration, or concern
for others without expecting anything in return. In
its truest form, it is not about the limelight, praise
or reward. It is doing something, actively, that does
not require notoriety, that does not require payback.
It is about doing good because we are good, more
importantly because God is absolutely good. He created
us and entrusted us to take care of our world and of
each other.
God was kind to us even when we did not deserve it.
Because of His love for us, we can be kind to everyone.
Those we know and those we do not know. Those
who are like us and those who are different from
us. Everyone. Kindness is a fruit of the Spirit.
When you show kindness to others, you give them
a glimpse into the heart of God, and you show them
how much God loves them.
Kindness should be a characteristic of people who
follow Jesus. Not only did Jesus model kindness He
also commanded it. He taught us to treat others the
way we want to be treated. It is the “Golden Rule”,
Matthew 7:12(a), “So in everything, do to others
what you would have them do to you.”

I hope you take some time to think about this and let
this be a call to action. Believe me, I know that many
of you are genuinely kind, both in your behavior and in
your actions. But let this be a call to action to inspire
kindness in others by living our lives in a way that
reflects goodness towards our families, our friends,
those in need and those who are different from us.
Once it starts, it is so contagious.
Have you ever gone through a Starbuck’s (or any) drive
thru to find that the car ahead of you paid for your
order? It is the best when that happens. Not because
someone else paid for you but because it brightens your
day and inspires you to be kind; to pay it forward. If
this has happened to you, you paid for the order placed
by the car behind you, didn’t you? Because kindness
is contagious. For me, there has never been a time in
which I financially came out ahead because of these
random acts of kindness; the order behind me is always
more expensive than mine but that is not the point. It
is about the joy it brought to my day, in the inspiration,
the reminder to be kind to others, because we are all
God’s family.

Throughout the month of February, children’s
ministry will focus on kindness. We will emphasize
that kindness is not just a word or the latest fad; it is
an action. It is a conscious decision to do for others,
to accept others despite our differences, and it is to
do these things without the expectation of reward or
acknowledgement. It is being kind because we strive to
be good.
Each week our messages will concentrate on one of four
key concepts:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Be
Be
Be
Be

kind to others because God is kind to you.
kind to family and friends.
kinder than you have to be.
kind to people who are different from you.

While these messages are delivered via our children’s
ministry venues (primarily Facebook and our family
website, www.cumcmosaic.com), I invite everyone of
all ages to engage in these teachings. We certainly can
all learn to be kinder and inspire others by our acts of
kindness. It is contagious!
“You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and
dearly loved. So, put on tender mercy and kindness as
if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle
and patient.” ~Colossians 3:12, NIRV

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministry

Super Bowl Soup Sale

T

he Mission Outreach
Committee will again be
sponsoring a Super Bowl
Soup Sale. The proceeds of this
year's sale will go towards the
missionary that CUMC supports,
Patrick Mwinkeu. You will
remember that, for many years,
we have supported Paul Webster
and the Mujila Falls Agriculture
Mission in Zambia. Paul will
be retiring this year, and at his
suggestion we began looking for
a new missionary to support.
Patrick, his wife and children
currently reside in Zambia, but
their agriculture mission will be
near Durban, South Africa. You
can read more about Patrick at
our website: cedarburgcumc.org/
outreach/

This year the Super Bowl will
be held on Sunday, February 7.
The Soup Sale will take place on
Saturday, February 6, from 9:00
am - 12:00 pm at CUMC.
We are asking interested
congregants to make one or
more quarts of their favorite
soup (or chili), and deliver it to
church between 1:00 p.m. - 4:00
p.m. on Friday, February 5, or
between 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. on
Saturday, February 6. Members
of the Outreach Committee
will set out the donated soups
in the church lobby on that
Saturday, and church members
and friends can come in, select
their purchases, and leave while
maintaining safe distancing. Of
course, masks will be required.

Soup will sell for
$10.00 per quart.
We have had 100 quart containers donated to
CUMC for this fund-raiser. These containers/lids
will be made available between the inner and outer
doors of church on Monday, February 1, from
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. For those of you who want
to make and donate soup, please stop by church,
pick up as many containers as necessary, and
please indicate on the sign-up sheet your name
and the number of containers that you have taken.
Because some of our congregants are not active
on the internet or Facebook, please pass this
information on to anyone that you think might be
interested in participating.
If you have any questions, please contact Susie
Heiniger (414)303-6739 or Judy McCullum
(262)339-1092
Thank you in advance for helping to make this
activity successful, and for allowing us to continue
in a Covenant Relationship with our United
Methodist Missionary. And let's hope the Packers
will be in the big game!

Updates on
"How to be an Antiracist"

T

his book, “How to
Be an Antiracist,”
by Ibram X
Kendi, continues to
open the eyes of the
22 of us (from many
faith communities and
private citizens) who
are not only reading this
book, but are having
discussions about the
many things that are
occurring in Ozaukee
County and beyond. We
are learning that shifting
away from racist policies
and taking power back
for those that have had
little power with the
current policies, is done with hard work, dedication
and an open mind. And ... there is much happening in
Ozaukee County ... as a result of people in this group
... that is opening our eyes to policies in our cities, in
our schools, and yes ... even in our churches.
On February 3rd, we will have a guest speaker, Jaamal
Smith, who is from the “Violence Prevention Office in
the City of Milwaukee. I “discovered” Jamaal when he
appeared on John Ridley’s show about racism this past
fall. Jamaal impressed me as passionate, informative,
and dedicated to his job with the Milwaukee Health

Department. In speaking
with Jaamal, he said
he will talk with us
about the complexity
of violence prevention
through the Public Health
Department. This is a
newer approach where
their mission is reducing
violence in Milwaukee.
His Office of Violence
Prevention “provides
strategic direction and
oversight for City efforts
to reduce risk of violence
through linked strategies
in partnership with
government, non-profit,
neighborhood, and faith
organizations.” We will also have our ears and hearts
open to questions and suggestions as to how we, in
Ozaukee County, can help with “violence prevention.”
Many in our group were involved in the first annual
Ozaukee Interfaith Celebration of Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday. This Zoom event featured speakers ...
high school through older ... music, and inspirational
words from Martin Luther King Jr. Eight faith
communities came together for this event, which turned
out to be a very special 90 minutes ... with no technical
issues! We ended our time together with the question,
“Where do we go from here?” We talked a bit on Zoom
and those who would like to further this conversation
can email Pastor Alexis Twito at Advent Lutheran
pastor@adventchurch.org
Many of the issues that Kendi talks about in his book
have to do with how racism has been a battle in the
past and how often the old methods failed. As Kendi
states, “It is not possible to change the mind of another
person about areas of racism without first changing
policies that promote racism.” As 22-year-old Amanda
Gorman stated in her poem,”The Hill We Climb,” at
President Biden and Vice-President Harris’ inauguration
on January 20, 2021 ... “We will rebuild, reconcile
and recover in every known nook of our nation, in
every corner called our country our people diverse and
beautiful will emerge battered and beautiful. When day
comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid.
The new dawn blooms as we free it. For there is always
light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re
brave enough to be it.”
If interested in sitting in on this class or if you
have questions, please contact Pat Morrissey at
patmorrissey19@gmail.com Thank You!

A Symbol of Hope

A

s we begin our Lenten journey this year, members
of the 40 Plus Small Group would like to invite
others to join them in creating a symbol of hope.
On Thursday evening (7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.) February
18, they are offering a Zoom class on making a beaded
dragonfly. Dragonflies have flown the earth for 300
million years and symbolize our ability to overcome
times of hardship—something we can all relate to during
this past year. Pre-packaged kits containing a sample
dragonfly, beads, and wire will be available for pickup in
the front entrance of the church beginning February 4. We
ask that prior to picking up your kit, you let Ellie Wilmeth
(elliewilmeth@gmail.com) know you are planning to take
the class so we can plan our kits accordingly. Supplies
that you will want to have on hand include: a styrofoam
tray to hold your beads, a small sized needle nose plier,
and a wire cutter. Deb DeBoer will lead us in this class.
Questions? Contact Ellie at 262-302-9175.

Community United Methodist Church
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd.
P. O. Box 617
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Return Service Requested

Growing devoted followers of Christ. Equipping passionate leaders in service.

News

Monthly Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church
All visitors are welcome to worship with us on Sunday mornings.
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
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or email.

“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

