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Coming Inside for Worship
Sunday, May 16 at 9:00 – (target date)

I

n-person inside worship services in the sanctuary
will start on the 3rd Sunday in May (May 16).
This has been a long wait, and we thank everyone
for patiently and supportively bearing with us as
our local church leadership continue to responsibly
navigate through this pandemic with our safety
in mind. At the April Administrative Council
meeting, May 16 was set as the target date to
resume in-person indoor worship. This decision is
based on the current status of vaccination, burden
and positivity rates for Ozaukee County. The
benchmark being used is the standard set by the
Wisconsin Council of Churches. To be clear, we
(Ozaukee County rates) are not there yet as of
the April Administrative Council meeting. We are
projecting that we could be by May 16. If current
trends continue, we predict May 16 to be the
earliest possible date and are putting in motion our
planning based on that date. The situation will be
assessed and our plan for May 16 will be confirmed
at a special early May Administrative Council
meeting. If necessary, the date may be delayed to
the first Sunday in June.

A simple pre-registration process will be made
available, and socially distanced seating will be
marked to accommodate between 50 and 60
people. This is a starting place with one service.
Attendance will be recorded at entry in case
contact tracing is necessary if someone becomes
sick. A self-service fever thermometer will be
available. Face masks are required of everyone
except for speakers or musicians socially distanced
in the pulpit or altar area. Congregational singing
remains a very high-risk activity. Worship music
will be by performance only; you may hum along
or sing softly inside your face mask. To eliminate
possible contact transmission, there will not be
bulletins, hymnals, communion or pew Bibles, and
offering plates will not be passed from person to
person. An offering basket will be located at the
sanctuary door. Service length will be managed
to last between 30 and 45 minutes. At the end
of the worship service, you will be dismissed by a
host to maintain social distancing while inside the
building. All socializing after the worship service
must take place outdoors.

This is a return to the sanctuary, but it is not a
complete return to normal. For a while it will be
a new normal. A task force appointed by the
Administrative Council has been working for many
weeks to make this possible. Nearly 40 volunteers
have been grouped into three Safety Teams to
support worship (a set-up team for before worship,
a greeting team to manage flow into and out of
worship, and a disinfecting team for after worship).
An expanding Technology Team will manage the
audio, in service graphics, and video recording.
A Process Team will coordinate and train these
teams, acquire supplies, and manage registration
and any necessary contact tracing. These teams
met for training and scheduling on April 25th. If
you would like to add your name to the list for a
Safety Team, please contact the church office.

It is not the same as before, but it is a way we can
safely assemble in person for now. I look forward
to seeing you in worship. We have been waiting a
long time. Let’s do this well together!

Pastor Don Greer
We are asking all attendees to reserve their
seat(s) prior to the date of the service so
we can prepare the space inside our church.
Reservations can be made online on the
home page of cedarburgcumc.org. If you do
not have internet access, you may call the
church office (262-377-3832) and, as space
is available, a seat or seats will be reserved
for you. Please note seats are reserved on a
first come first serve basis.

Outreach
Report on Recent Giving Opportunities

O

n behalf of the Mission Outreach
Committee, thank you - as always - for
your incredible generosity in reaching
out to help others.
In March we announced a giving campaign
to help those in Texas who have been
devastated by storms and loss of power and
water. Through the UMCOR US Disaster
Response and Recovery Fund, and as a result
of your generosity, CUMC has collected
$1,242.38 that will be donated to that Fund.
This will support UMCOR in their efforts to
provide recovery assistance to those in need.

Additionally, the Easter Offering brought in
$1,462.38. As previously announced, this
will go to provide financial support for UMC
missions in Senegal, Africa. Specifically,
it will support the Senegal Anti-Poverty
Initiative and the Senegal Mission Initiative.
An explanation of these two missions
appeared in the April CUMC Newsletter.
I know that I speak for all of us on the
Mission Outreach Committee when I say that
it is a blessing and a privilege to serve you as
a conduit between you and the many mission
projects and people that are in need, here in
the U.S. and throughout the world.

Craig Pierce

Senior Ministry

T

hank God it’s spring! We have so long
awaited relief from winter’s stormy blasts,
frigid temperatures, the prolonged cover of
darkness and the barren vegetation dominating
our landscape. Given the added dimension of
the pandemic, it’s been a long season of being
closed up, closed down and closed in. The
human soul cries out for opening to light, for
warmth, for being awakened again to life.
From the community of faith, we hear the
affirmation of the inborn need for opening
our hearts and minds to the transforming,
restorative, healing power of God. Like a moth
drawn to light, our hearts yearn to embrace the
innate movement toward the continuous, lived
experience of an unfettered relating with God
and neighbor, of our true, “at-homeness”
being restored.

All kinds of reasons exist for us today to be
cautious, hyper-vigilant, to be apprehensive,
to avoid being vulnerable to the new. Yet, the
Spirit of God persists, repeatedly calling us from
death into life. This is the Easter proclamation
that what is of darkness and death in our lives
and world is ultimately overcome by the lifeforce, the Spirit of God.
That is my prayer for you and me, that we
may, by God’s grace risk opening up, however
gradually, to the wisdom that seeking to live
into that truth is the call of God. As we enter
this new season together, may we realize the
gift of “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”!
And in doing so, may God bless you.

Pastor John Strassburger

Family Promise

A

t the FP Coordinators' meeting in April, we learned that we are going back to
churches taking a week's assignments for meals. However, meals would only
be needed from Monday through Friday. Guests are staying at the Chalet Motel
until the new shelter is completed. CUMC has the week of June 21st. Happily, Out 'N
Out is helping us with the main meal for Monday, the 21st. We will still be responsible
for the meals Tuesday--Friday. The guest numbers have averaged around 10 or 12 total
(for each day). If you are willing and able to help with a main meal or side dish, please
contact Jane West. Thank you all so much for your support!

Women of Faith

W

omen of Faith will meet on April 26, May 10,
and May 24, to complete chapters 9, 10, and
11 of the book, Revealing the Mysteries of
Heaven Study Guide. If the weather on these dates is
mild and dry, discussions would take place in person!
Members would dress for the weather, bring camping
chairs and our books, and meet in the church parking
lot--masked and safely distanced--instead of by phone

call. Closer to each date members will receive an email
update, confirming whether the meeting will be via
conference call or in person. A new book will be chosen
for next fall, and to conclude this program year on a
festive note, a luncheon at Libby Montana is planned for
June. New members are invited; those interested are
encouraged to contact Pastor Don Greer, Pastor John
Strassburger, or the church office.

Music Ministry
Chancel Choir

A

re you interested in singing with the Choir?
Chancel Choir will be resuming Wednesday
night Zoom rehearsals on May 2nd at 7:30
p.m. All are welcome to join in, and no previous
experience is necessary to join in on rehearsals!
For information and music, please contact Lucas
Detwiler at ldetwiler7@gmail.com.

Update

L

ucas Detwiler, the Chancel Choir and Hand
Bell Choir Director here at CUMC, has recently
begun student teaching with Nathan Hale
Choirs in West Allis. Previously, he was a student
teacher at Shorewood Intermediate School working
with the band program. He is currently applying
for full time teaching positions, and he would like
to thank CUMC for the many opportunities he
has been granted by working and creating music
alongside the rest of the CUMC congregation.
He is looking forward to many great years ahead
with CUMC!

May 1			
Gary Singer
						
May 5			
Tom Wilmeth
					
May 6			
Jan Capen
			Lynda Janssen
May 8 		Marilyn Plaistow
			
May 11			
Madeline Foy
			Melissa Reuter		
May 12			

Suzanne Zabransky

May 13			

Matthew Geszvain		

May 15			
Jacob Quick
			Tom Reuter
May 19			
Ray Thomas
			Wendy Albrecht
May 20			
Sue Kennedy
			Jennifer Wade
			Colleen Healy
			
May 22			
Jeffrey Lator
			Jacob West
May 24			
John Heyer
			Helen Peace
May 26			

Judi McCullum

May 27			
Michael Rohde
			Carla Schmidt
May 28			

George Wedemeyer

May 31			

Mike Palmer

Not on the Birthday List? Please contact the CUMC office.

Mosaic Family Ministry
Happy May!

T

hough I am writing this on a snowy day in
late April, I am daydreaming of May and know
that new life springing from the ground is
just around the corner! Can you feel the shift? This
year it seems bigger than any other year. After 13
months of quarantines, masks, isolation, Zoom calls
with family and friends, and (now) vaccines, we
are ready to begin some form of coming together
again. Though the future of this virus and its variants
remains unknown, I am looking forward to beginning
some well needed fellowship and worship again in the
upcoming weeks.

and pray that you would consider having your child
(for incoming 6-12 graders) join us this summer for
this trip! At this time we are still in the process of
collecting information about who is interested. Please
email Nate Gruber to reserve a spot for your kid(s)!

Our youth ministry will begin having events this
summer, from service projects to some (safe) sports,
from coffee with friends, to growing in God's word
together around the campfire. Because it has been a
while since our group has been able to be together,
we will look forward to all these opportunities to
reconnect this summer. Not least of which is our
local mission trip to Milwaukee, August 1-6. In April's
newsletter I mentioned that we will be teaming up
with Cuba City's youth group for 5 days of service
projects in Milwaukee - providing help for needy
children in the city, as well as working at a local farm
that helps produce food for local food banks. I know
that our students who attend this trip will come away
with a different view of our city, a different view of
themselves, and most importantly, a different view
of other people and of God. With this in mind I hope

Lastly, we will be sending out summer schedules to
all of our parents and students during the month of
May. If you are interested in staying current with all
that is happening in our Mosaic Youth Ministry and
would like to be added to our mailing list, please email
Nate Gruber and request to have your email added.

Before we begin our summer activities, we will need
to confirm two of our CUMC youth - Holly Fingeroos,
and Quinn Donaldson. We invite all of you to come to
our service on Sunday, May 23 to support them for
completing Confirmation during this unusual year of
Zoom-style Confirmation classes.

I look forward to all that is just around the corner and
can't wait to see each of you and spend some good,
quality time together soon!
Blessings,

-Nate Gruber

Director of Family Ministry & Discipleship

Mosaic KIDS

C

ommitment is something with which we all
struggle, at least with some things at certain
points in our lives. But it is also such a crucial
part of living a full, uncompromised life. So why is it
so hard to have committed focus on things that are
important to us? Time? Daily pressures of life? This
is just to name a few, but we all know the list can go
on and on. But what if we learned new skills, new
ways to manage our time, new methods to focus on
what truly matters? That could be a game changer,
right? So, let’s try.
What are the most important things to which we
should commit ourselves? Remember, you are
reading an article within the church newsletter, so

I am hoping you thought to put God at the top of
your list. But you may have also thought of health,
family, career, etc. Whatever is on your list, learning
to show commitment is a fluid skill; once you master
it, it can be applied repeatedly in many areas of your
life. The biggest hurdle is truly believing that what is
important is important. Not just something you say
but something that is worthy of action, of practice,
of discipline.
To run the race of life, you need to train and
grow stronger every day. Growing in faith is not
something that happens by merely cramming more
information about the Bible into your brain. All that
knowledge means nothing if we do not give ourselves

opportunities to experience what that knowledge
can do in our hearts. To fully experience faith,
we need to practice our faith. And that takes
commitment. While this article is mainly focused
on growing our relationship with God, the message
within can be applied to any areas in your life that
you hold in high regard. This is about persistence,
determination, discipline and above all else, putting
our words into action.
Keep practicing what matters most. “In a race, all
the runners run. But only one gets the prize. You
know that don’t you? So run in a way that will get
you the prize. All who take part in the games train
hard. They do it to get a crown that will not last.
But we do it to get a crown that will last forever”
(1 Corinthians 9:24-25, NIrV). My husband used
to own a personal training business and he would
always tell his clients not to train to get in shape
for a specific occasion but instead train to get your
body and mind as healthy as it can be for the long
haul. Because when you prepare for an occasion,
that day will come and go, and once it passes, you
lose your motivation. You no longer have a date
you are working toward, so you are more likely to
fall back into your old ways. That is kind of what
1 Corinthians 9:24-25 is all about. Do not train to
win a game that will come and go but train to win
a life with God. A life of abundance that is present
every day.
Practice hearing from God. “’So then, everyone who
hears my words and puts them into practice is like a
wise man. He builds his house on a rock. The rain
comes down. The water rises. The winds blow
and beat against that house. But it does not fall. It
is built on the rock. But everyone who hears my
words and does not put them into practice is like a
foolish man. He builds his house on sand. The rain
comes down. The water rises. The winds blow
and beat against that house. And it falls with a
loud crash.’ Jesus finished saying all these things.
The crowds were amazed at His teaching. That’s
because He taught like one who had authority.
He did not speak like their teachers of the law”
(Matthew 7:24-29, NIrV). This reading is about
proper foundations just as commitment is about
building something unwavering. When we just talk
about things, that is like building a house on sand.
It falls away at the first storm, the first trial, the first
obstacle. Having a committed relationship with God
is about building something strong, something that
stands the test of time, something that cannot be
broken by earthly complications. It is about putting
active practice behind our words. It is that practice
that changes the sand into stone and makes our
commitment unbreakable.

Practice praying to God. “One day Jesus was
praying in a certain place. When He finished, one of
His disciples spoke to Him. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘teach
us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ Jesus
said to them, ‘When you pray, this is what you
say. Father may your name be honored. May your
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we also forgive everyone
who sins against us. Keep us from falling into sin
when we are tempted” (Luke 11:1-4, NIrV). How
very powerful prayer is! In times of trial, in times
of rejoicing, in all times we turn and should turn to
prayer. This is how we communicate with God.
The practice of prayer helps us to grow closer to
Him. Just as we must study for a test or spend
time practicing or training for sports, we should
make time to spend with God.
Practice living for God. “Jesus sat down across
from the place where people put their temple
offerings. He watched the crowd putting their
money into the offering boxes. Many rich people
threw large amounts into them. But a poor widow
came and put in two very small copper coins. They
were only worth a few pennies. Jesus asked His
disciples to come to Him. He said, ‘What I am
about to tell you is true. That poor widow has
just put more into the offering box than all the
others. They all gave a lot because they are rich.
But she gave even though she is poor. She put in
everything she had. That was all she had to live
on’” (Mark 12:41-44, NIrV). This reading is about
much than money; it is about putting all you have
into what you do, especially into your relationship
with God. You can either be all in or you can be
only partially in. Does your faith shine through
throughout your daily life or is it only apparent on
Sundays or when it serves a purpose? To live a
godly life, takes practice. It takes commitment.
It all comes down to this, “Training the body has
some value. But being godly has value in every
way. It promises help for the life you are now living
and the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:8, NIrV). The
bottom line is that commitment is making a plan and
putting that plan into practice.
I hope this message finds you all safe, healthy, and
happy. Peace be with you all.

-Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministries
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