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Sundays in September
Re-engagement through Intergenerational Faith Formation

T

his is a re-engagement strategy for all of us,
as we come together around the basic purpose
of being a church, developing lifelong faith
formation and spiritual growth for every time in our
lives. Over the past several months Nate and Stevie
have been working with our lay leadership and with
Pastor Don to develop this approach in a way that is

uniquely tailored to our congregation at CUMC. We
hope to re-engage with our younger families, and with
new younger families as a community of children,
parents, single adults, empty nesters, and seasoned
saints – all of us together as part of the family of God.

Starting September 12, our Sunday morning schedule is adjusted for this purpose.
9:00 – 9:45		

Worship (praise, preaching and prayer)

10:00 – 10:50		

In-person Faith Formation – 2 options (Intergenerational Class and an Adult Class)

11:00 – 11:45		

Worship (family minded worship focus with themes related to the Intergeneration Class)

Starting September 12, our worship and faith formation themes will honor the family of God.
September 12		

Grandparenting

September 19		

Students

September 25		

Birthdays

“What I did on my summer vacation”

I

remember this essay theme from elementary
school as one of the first writing assignments of
the school year. But now, having taken my last
“summer vacation” before my retirement on the first of
November, I offer the following:
My summer vacation was a time for doing something
undone from last year, and preparing for the next
chapter in my life in the coming year. It was all
about family. It was about family on both ends, the
generation before me and the generation after me.
As some of you know, I was supposed to baptize my
new grandson, Shiloh, last summer. My daughter and
her husband were intending to visit us in Cedarburg,
and Shiloh was going to be baptized at the font in
our sanctuary on a Sunday morning. The pandemic
stopped it. Grandpa (me) and Shiloh had to wait.
Earlier this year I booked a flight to California from
Omaha to visit my now 2-year-old grandson, but at
the last-minute American Airlines cancelled our flight,
as they have done for so many. Fortunately, I was
able to book a second flight for the next day using a
different departure city, so we flew out from Kansas
City on his 2nd birthday. And on Sunday morning, on
the seashore, at Avila Beach, God smiled on us, and
the water and the Word touched his brow, and my
daughter and son-in-law claimed their faith with some
promises for Shiloh. My wiggly, busy, and constantly
in motion grandson sat on his mother’s shoulders for
long enough to let grandpa say the sacred words and
pray for him. We cried, didn’t see that coming, but it
was deeply meaningful for us.

Week two of my summer vacation was about my
mother, my brother, and my mother-in-law. As some
of you know, Eldene spent the entire month of July in
Beatrice providing necessary support services for my
mother who was then in the nursing home, her mother
who is needing more help living in her home, and my
disabled brother who is in need of daily support in
many ways. For her this was not a vacation. After
arranging for in-home support services for my mother,
her mother, and setting up things for my brother to be
on his own for a week at a time, she made it possible
for us to go to California that week. When we got
back to Nebraska, we took on major clearing and
sorting and purging projects to make room for us to
move in with my mother in November. It was a time
for preparation of space, and frankly preparation of
inner space and emotional space, for this next chapter
in our lives. There is much more to do. Fortunately,
my mother is slowly improving, and the in-home
support services are working well enough that we
both can be here (home in Cedarburg) for the next two
months with only occasional trips to rerack the support
services, manage the finances, and work on the house.
These trips (mid-month in September and October) will
be done mid-week so I will not have to miss worship
services and the start-up of our intergenerational faith
formation classes.
That’s what I did on my summer vacation.on.

Pastor Don

Women of Faith

O

n August 16th Women of Faith enjoyed
gathering in Cedar Creek Park near the
Portland Ave. sidewalk for easily-reached
face-to-face time together. The group met there on
any non-rainy Mondays in August, with members
invited to bring their own beverage and a chair.
For this fall, the women have selected the paperback,
Hope: Living Fearlessly in a Scary World, by Dr.
David Jeremiah. Books are in the church office and
set aside for pick up. The first in-person meeting
for fellowship and book discussion (after a year
of meeting via conference call) will begin at 1:15

p.m.on Monday, September 13, 2021. Hopefully,
the weather will allow members to gather outdoors
on CUMC sidewalks facing the parking lot. In case of
rain, the group will meet inside CUMC.
Women of Faith plan to continue meeting at 1:15
p.m. on the second Monday of the month; social
luncheons are anticipated for December and June.
New members are invited, and if transportation is
needed, please let the church office know several
days in advance.

Music Ministry

Updates

B

y now most of CUMC has heard the news that
both Christy and Lucas will not be with us this
fall. Christy and family are moving to Kentucky
where her husband, Jon, has accepted a new job. Her
last Sunday is Aug. 22. We wish her well but will miss
her wonderful music and Christ centered contributions
to CUMC. Lucas is beginning his first fulltime teaching
job with many extracurricular assignments, making it
necessary for him to step down as music director. The
good news is that he has agreed to come back as often
as possible and sing/play for us in worship. We send
him on his way with positive prayers for a great first
year in teaching.
So now what? A search committee led by Tiffany
Lator has been established by the staff parish relations
committee. Job descriptions are being reviewed and
openings posted. We are blessed to have secured a
wonderful substitute, Kayoko Miyazawa, for our worship
services beginning Aug. 29th. Kayoko has been with us
before as a substitute and we are delighted to have her
return to our piano and sanctuary. Please welcome her
warmly back into our fellowship.

In the meantime, a variety of music continues to be
an integral part of worship. On Sunday Aug. 15th our
CUMC Jazz group played for patio praise. It was so
good to make music together again. Dave Armstrong’s
grandson, Lincoln Schiel, came running up to him after
we played and said, “Grandpa…was that fun?” Dave
had a big smile and replied, “It WAS fun!” We treasure
these moments and want to extend the invitation for
anyone to make a joyful noise in worship with us!
We know that typically we begin choir and hand
bells in September but due to these changes, those
organizations will be delayed in their rehearsals. We
continue to monitor the guidance for gathering inside
and the health risks of singing together, too. We are
always looking for individuals who might want to
contribute to our music ministry time slots in worship.
If you are willing and interested, please speak to
Shirley Westphal.

Ellie Wilmeth

Aluminum Can Drive

D

on't forget about our
Annual Aluminum can
Drive! We will again
be saving cans until Sunday,
September 26. Proceeds
will go to El Porvenir: Clean
Water, Healthy Nicaraguans.
This is an UM project working
in a country where 80% of
the people live in poverty.
54% of rural Nicaraguans
lack access to clean drinking water and 31% lack
adequate sanitation facilities. We can make a
difference! Bring your cans to church on Sunday,
September 26.

Mary Martha Circle

W

ednesday, September 8,12:00 p.m.
at Chuck's Place (406 Main Street,
Thiensville)
All women welcome! If you plan on attending,
please contact Nancy Severson (262-375-4073) to
let her know.

CUMC Responds to Worldwide Needs

I

n recent months we have all seen tragedies unfold
in various parts of the world. Two examples are the
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and the devastating
earthquake in Haiti. But your Mission Outreach
Committee wants you to know the impact that YOU,
through CUMC, has made and is making in these
two areas.
Through the Mission Outreach Budget, that you have
so generously made possible through your tithes and
offerings, and your ongoing support of CUMC, we
have provided financial support to the Community
Based Health and Development Mission in Afghanistan
(UMCOR Advance # 3020522) and the Grace Children's
Hospital and Outpatient Clinic in Haiti (UMCOR Advance
# 418520). CUMC has supported the Afghanistan
mission annually for many years, and we have
supported the Grace Children's Hospital on occasion as
finances allow. We want you to know a bit more about
the work that is being done thanks to your donations.
The Community Based Health and Development
Mission in Afghanistan is transforming communities by
increasing the capacity of local villages to meet their
basic needs, increase resilience, and improve the quality
of the lives of the local people. The Mission works with
communities in the Central Highlands that still do not
have access to clean water or sanitary toilets. These
are places where babies regularly die from diarrhea,
tetanus and pneumonia, and where it is not uncommon
for mothers to lose their lives in childbirth. In these
villages, access to healthcare and education is extremely
limited, malnutrition is rife, and many adults have never
had the opportunity to learn to read or write.
You may wonder if this mission will continue in light
of the turmoil going on in Afghanistan currently. Your
Mission Outreach Committee has been in touch via
email, as recently as last week, with members of the
mission who are physically present in Afghanistan. As
they told us, this mission has been active in Afghanistan
for over 50 years, and they have seen different regimes
come and go. While this does not minimize the danger

that they are in, they told us that they intend to remain
in Afghanistan, although they may find it necessary to
temporarily leave the country until things stabilize.
Grace Children's Hospital in Haiti was established in
the early 1960's. Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere, where 80% of the people live on
less than $1 a day. It is not uncommon for children to
die in the streets of tuberculosis, malnutrition and other
illnesses. The Delmas neighborhood of Port-au-Prince,
where the hospital is located, is an area of great need,
where most families cannot afford even the most basic
aspects of healthcare. Add to that the devastating
earthquake that occurred recently, as well as other such
natural disasters that have happened in recent years.
CUMC's financial donations to both of these
organizations for 2021 have already been paid. So
what can we do now? We can all PRAY - pray for the
relief workers and healthcare workers in Afghanistan
and Haiti, and for the people of both countries. They
are all children of God, and many of them are suffering
in ways that we will never comprehend.
These are just two examples of support that you have
provided to those in need. You may remember that in
March we collected funds for the UMCOR US Disaster
Response and Recovery Fund to provide relief for those
in Texas affected by the flooding and loss of power.
And CUMC has been active in providing funds to
various missions in Senegal and Eurasia as well as
to numerous organizations nationally and throughout
southeast Wisconsin.
Finally, we want you to know that the 3rd Quarter
Coin Offering will be donated to the Harbor House
Crisis Shelter in Superior, WI, and the 4th Quarter
Coin Offering will go to support the United Christian
Ministries program at UW Milwaukee.
On behalf of the Mission Outreach Committee, thank
you for your continued support.

A

s we embark on our 2021 General Budget
Pledge Drive, we would be remiss not to
acknowledge what a difficult past two years
this has been for everyone. Life is different than
before, as our church has experienced. However,
our worship ministry team worked very hard to
continue their mission. Nate and Stevie have been
working with lay leadership and Pastor Don to
develop a new focus for this fall to engage more
young families with an intergenerational approach to
ministry. Our partnership with Grand Avenue UMC
in Port Washington endured the challenges, and our
music team was exceptional, exploring new ways to
share their talents.
Last year we were able to secure through the Cares
Act SBA loan $36,000 that was forgiven. This
was used to balance our budget for 2021, as our
pledged giving suffered a loss. Going into 2022, we
will not have that funding to meet our budget. We
plan to supplement a portion of the deficit with our
reserves, praying we can meet budget with your
generous giving. Additional fundraising will also be
considered. Please be praying how you can help.
Your pledge cards will be mailed out this fall as we
start our Stewardship Campaign. Please return your
cards by the date communicated. Any questions
or comments for the Committee, please email us at
FinanceSecretary@Cedarburg CUMC.org.
We sincerely appreciate and thank you for your
past support, and your consideration to support our
mission and ministry in 2022.
Sincerely,

Your Finance/Stewardship Committee

Calling all
Cribbage Players
Young and Old

I

n honor of Char Mielke’s 100th birthday,
CUMC is organizing a community wide
cribbage tournament scheduled for Sept. 26
in the afternoon. For those who have never
played in a tournament, we set up a round robin
scenario and play until a winner emerges. There
will be prizes! Mark your calendars, find some
more friends in the community, snag a partner,
and let’s play cribbage.

T

Family Promise Update

hank you to all who have volunteered to help
with the Family Promise meal preparation
and delivery. Clients are being housed
at the Chalet Motel in Mequon. Churches and
some businesses are providing meals. CUMC
and St. Boniface Episcopal fix and deliver food
on September 27 - October 3. Out and Out and
Beanies (Port Washington) will assist by providing
a meal. Be sure to thank them when you purchase
food there!

Service provided from January 1 through July 31,
2021 includes:

The new Shelter in Port Washington (1505 Sunset
Rd.) Will be ready for occupancy by May 2022.
The purchase offer by Family Promise was
accepted. State of Wisconsin funding through a
Community Block Grant and a Covid Grant made
this endeavor possible.

Future dates to remember:

W

2709 shelter nights
1488 meals
39 households
26 children
44 adults
An increase in adult males needing shelter
was noted.

November 8-14 — Our next meal week
Christmas at the Chalet- During the month of
December churches will be providing decorations,
snacks, and gifts. Guests last year enjoyed this
outreach effort so much, it was decided to repeat it
this year. More information will come.

Befrienders Update

hile the ministry of our Befrienders group has
been done mainly through phone calls and
cards this past year, we are hoping to be able
to visit folks again more frequently this coming year.
We are planning to put together a memorial service for
those members who have died in the past year whose
lives we were unable to celebrate together in our

sanctuary. Look for more information on this service
in October. If you have a loved one that has passed
and you would like them to be included in this service,
please contact the office. We would love to offer
training for new members, so please speak to Sarah
Lovy if you are interested in our ministry.

September 1		
Bennet Krenzke
			Nathan Carpenter		
			
September 3		
Kerry Henderson
			
September 4		
Rachael Sheets
			Jan Setzer
September 5		
Ethan Zimbelman
			Phil Schaefer
			Aleta Cooley
			Rob Wedemeyer
		
September 8		
Jesse Windmiller

September 17		

Kristin Olson

September 18		
Dan Wade
			Linda Johnson
September 19		
Doris Schultz
			Jennifer Mantooth
			Michael Kleinhans
September 23		

Dan Den Boer

September 26		
Matthew Tiedemann
			Clay Riddle
			Sara Brekke

September 9		

Mary Beth Houghton

September 28		
Harrison Tiedemann
			John Hardee

September 10		

Paul Foy

September 12		

Mary Grams

September 29		
Scott Flesner
			Jim Lake

September 15		

Rhea Slawter

September 30 		

September 16		

Eric Mueller

Guy Hansen

Faith Formation Opportunities
Coming Up for our

“Seasoned Saints”

A

lthough the pandemic placed a moratorium
on in-person learning last year, we were able
to connect with many members through
technology. Classes led by Sarah Lovy, Mike Blodgett,
and Tom Wilmeth each presented topics for enhancing
growing our faith. Women of Faith kept going via
teleconferencing. New learning opportunities included
watching and discussing the Youtube series, “The
Chosen” and “Dialogue with the Dialogue” giving
members a chance to ask questions and discuss the
sermon topics. God found a way to keep his word alive
in our hearts!
Confirmation continued via the internet and added
an adult member who never had the opportunity to
take confirmation classes. Children and parents were
supplied with thoughtful verses and activities through
Families of Mosaic Kids Facebook group that gave
guidance for parents to become primary faith providers
and examples. So, the work of the church went on in
spite of the pandemic.
Now we enter fall hoping that we can once again
gather to share our faith journeys. We know that it is
important to tell the stories and show all generations
the love of Jesus. After a discussion held on Aug.
8th, members were able to share ideas, thoughts, and
comments about faith formation. Led by Stevie Stibor,
we heard many creative, thoughtful ways that we can
continue to develop in our walk with God.
We begin this fall by offering a traditional adult
education approach at 10 am with Mike Blodgett.
Mike will utilize technology along with some in-person
gathering in the Community Room. This room is set up
to allow Mike to teach in person and via the internet.
His first series is led by Andy Stanley and is entitled,
“Follow”. Join Mike in this eight-session video-based
Bible study which explores what Jesus means when he
calls us to follow. Mike wants everyone to know that
they can attend either in person or via the internet and
always be welcome. Send him your email to be part of
this engaging class at mblodgett2@wi.rr.com.

Another opportunity to learn together at 10 am will be
an intergenerational faith activity. Each week all ages
will gather to experience and share the love of Jesus
through various methods. September will include these
topics: 9/12 Grandparents – The importance of sharing
our Faith; 9/19 Never too Late to Learn - Students of
all ages; and 9/26 the Importance of Birthdays – to be
Known and Named. Like our Advent class two years
ago, this approach to learning hopes to build bridges
across our generations.
Women of Faith are once again meeting outside the
front of CUMC on the 2nd Monday of the month if
weather permits for conversations on the book, “Hope:
Living Fearlessly in a Scary World.” Men’s Study
meets at 7 am on Thursday mornings at PJ Pipers
and are sharing the book, "Disciplines--Devotions for
2021". For more information (see separate articles
in this newsletter) about these group studies or to be
included, contact Barb Ridgely or Ron Zabransky. Both
groups are open to all ages. Sometimes it helps to get a
perspective on personal faith struggles from those who
have gone through life experiences.
Science and Faith has just begun a new book "Quantum
Theology--Spiritual Implications of the New Physics"
and would like to invite those interested in these topics
to join in the lively discussion. They typically meet on
the 3rd or 4th Thursday of the month as Pastor Don’s
schedule permits and for now will be using zoom to
discuss the book. Plans are being made to continue the
“Dialogue with the Dialogue” conversations again, too.
Not sure how to get started with a group? Never
participated before? Speak to any of the folks mentioned
above and take a brave step forward to keep growing
in your own faith journey. Together we can pass along
our most precious gift - God's redeeming love to all ages
at CUMC.

Ellie Wilmeth

Mosaic Family Ministry
Welcome back to the 2021-2022 school year!

I

n this newsletter you’ve already heard from Stevie
Stibor and Ellie Wilmeth about intergenerational
opportunities that are arising at CUMC this month.
The church is a unique place in society because it is
one of the few places where people of ALL generations
come together regularly and actually know each other.
This is a huge advantage for the church because
numerous studies have shown the vital difference these
connections can make for young and old alike. In fact,
it’s shown that for young people who have at least 5
adults in their lives (5 adults other than their parents)
who they feel like they can talk to openly and honestly,
the rates for all concerning and detrimental behavior
goes exponentially down. Conversely, those of us with
more years under our belts have direct benefits that we
gain as we spend time with kids and younger people
in general. The church needs us all! In fact, the world
needs to have more intergenerational stuff happening
because it really is better for everyone.
With that in mind, we are beginning an Intergenerational
time at 10am on Sunday mornings beginning September
12. While that might sound scary or different for some
of us, let’s come with an open mind, willing to engage
with each other and willing to see what God will do in
our time together.

Additionally, we will be starting up Confirmation classes
for our 8th graders this month as well. Confirmation
is one of those things that is traditionally for young
people, but this year we’d like to invite people of all
ages to join in, if there is an interest. In our society and
world it is so common to think of landmark moments
of graduation such as graduation from Confirmation, or
High School, or College, but Jesus calls each of us to
a lifelong journey of being His disciples which means
learning to follow Him in every moment of every day.
As tempting as it is to “graduate” and not think about
our faith in the present tense, Confirmation is just one
opportunity for us as a faith community to “keep going”
in our following of Jesus. Please email me if you have
interest in joining our class for this school year.
(nateg@cedarburgcumc.org)
We hope that you get involved in our Intergenerational
opportunities this year. The health of our congregation
and our ability to grow rests upon our engagement with
each other and with God. We pray that you would take
advantage of getting involved in something new and
exciting.
Blessings,

Nate Gruber

Director of Family Ministry & Discipleship

A

Mosaic KIDS

s summer comes to an end and we head into
fall, thoughts turn to school, and of course that
includes Sunday School. After a year of being
limited to virtual programming, I am happy to share
that we will offer in-person classes beginning Sunday,
September 12th at 10 am. The pandemic has shown
us how to better utilize technology to continue to reach
and support our families. We will continue to offer
parents this virtual Children’s Ministry. Please check
out the Families of Mosaic Kinds Facebook group for
this valuable resource.
The pandemic afforded us a chance to really spend time
focused on what was and what was not working for
Sunday School programming at all levels. We decided
to ask members to join us for “Donuts and Discussion”
on August 8th regarding learning opportunities. This
was a great conversation represented by people of all
ages who shared creative ideas and insight. Working
with these comments, we are strengthening our faith
formation experiences.

When we think about the mission behind Sunday
school, it is the same as the mission of the United
Methodist Church, to make lifelong disciples of Jesus
Christ. That is not age specific, it is simply creating
space that provides discipleship through engaging,
nurturing, and faith building messages. So, our goal as
it relates to Sunday school, is to offer programs that aim
to strengthen and grow the faith of all our members.
Our faith formation learning experiences have evolved
and will differ from the traditional children’s Sunday
School classes of the past. This year we will offer
an intergenerational approach to our members where
we are engaged and learning from one another. We
welcome all ages to join these classes each week.
Following God is the most important thing we share so
wouldn’t it be great for kids and adults to grow on this
journey together?

Stevie Stibor

Director of Children's Ministries

Rummage Roundup!

A

fter a year of
waiting, CUMC
was finally able
to host a rummage sale
again. Thank you to
everyone who donated
items for the sale. We
want to especially thank
the Neuswanger family
for all the items we sold
after helping Joan and
Jack’s children clean
out their home…after
a year of holding these items they contributed much to
our sale!
•

Early in the summer a small group of volunteers 		
cleaned out church closets, storage spaces, and 		
found a host of items that could be sold…thanks!
We now have space and knowledge of where
things are!

•

The rummage steering committee stepped up with
great suggestions and took on all kinds of delegated
tasks from advertising to physical labor…thanks!

•

To our office administrator, Pam, who produced 		
the designs, flyers, yard signs, and information for
the sale…thanks!

•

To all those who moved sale items out of rooms 		
and from cars, transported large items in 			
trucks, set up tables, baked treats, arranged 		
signage, priced treasures, worked the day of the 		
sale, took down tables, rearranged furniture 		
and chairs, packed remaining items into boxes 		
for St. Vinnie’s and set it all out for pickup…thanks,
thanks, thanks!

The sale was financially successful raising over $3800
dollars and still counting for the general fund – that
fund supports all the ministry efforts at our church. But
beyond that, we were able to provide Mr. Bob’s Under
the Bridge with blankets, linens, pillows, and clothes for
their mission to serve the homeless. We shared extra
jewelry and yarn with the Cedarburg Senior Center,
children’s books to the Next Door Foundation, bake sale
items frozen to be used for Family Promise meal
in September.

"Dear Members of United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your donation of jewelry and craft
supplies to the Cedarburg Senior Center. Your gift will
be used in our resale shop at the Cedarburg Senior
Center to allow us to continue to offer affordable

We are still working on selling the vintage items
donated. Shelley Schumacher was able to sell items to
a dealer near Green Bay. Susie Heiniger is working with
Ivana’s Consignment Shop in Cedarburg to sell some of
unique treasures. We are looking for someone with Etsy
or eBay experience to sell a few more items such as a
set of Hardy Boy Books, fit bit, etc. If you have that
tech skill, please speak to Ellie and we’ll show you what
is left. We are trying to honor the donors with getting a
fair price for these items.
Most of us know that rummagers arrive early. There
was quite a line assembled at our front doors prior to
our 8 am opening. Tom Wilmeth was charged with
letting in our workers and keeping rummagers from
being too restless. Right before the doors opened,
he reminded shoppers that by attending our sale,
they were committing to join us in worship the next
morning at 9:00 am! They smiled but that brings
us to another way the committee tried to approach
this sale. Each shopper was given a green bag with
our church information on it and inside a card listing
upcoming activities at CUMC. Throughout the sale,
we watched as folks filled those bags with treasures.
When finished shopping they stopped at our cashiers’
tables and were offered a CUMC cookbook and a Bible.
We heard comments like, “So nicely organized, easy to
find things, reasonably priced” throughout the day so
perhaps all those positive invitations might bring them
back to try a worship service.
A worker shared with me this feeling, “You know Ellie,
this is much more than just a rummage sale…” Amid
the sorting, folding, hanging, and pricing something was
happening here at CUMC. Another worker added, “This
was fun!’ After a year of pandemic separation,
it felt good to be working together again. Reconnecting
with each other…part of our faith family that we’ve
missed this past year. Perhaps there is light for
the future.

Ellie Wilmeth

and reasonably priced programs to older adults in our
community. Thank you for thinking of the Cedarburg
Senior Center. Your generosity is greatly appreciated."
Sincerely, Gretel Pitre
Cedarburg Senior Center Director

Rummage Sale

Community United Methodist Church
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd.
P. O. Box 617
Cedarburg, WI 53012
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