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There will be...

T

here will be ministry. There will be worship
on Sunday. There will be a pastor.
Just this week we have learned that with
Pastor Don’s retirement on October 31st and
his departure to Nebraska, a recently retired
pastor is being appointed to supply the role
until a long-term appointment can be made.
It is the intention of the Cabinet and the
Bishop to make a long-term appointment of
a fully credentialed pastor as soon as possible
to serve the regional ministry, including both
congregations. Until then two retired pastors
are assigned to care for the pastoral needs
of each congregation. The names will be
announced soon.

The joint Staff Parish Relations Committee has
affirmed the regional ministry plan for both
congregations going forward. The two-pastor
supply is a very temporary arrangement.
As a new pastor is assigned, it is our goal to
continue to provide to the regional ministry
the necessary staff to make that happen,
including an evaluation of our ministry staff
positions and how they will be defined
going forward.
We are encouraged by those who are
stepping up and offering leadership at this
time. We look forward to introducing a pastor
to the congregation in the very near future
and welcoming them for the next steps of our
journey as a church.
Rev. Don Greer
John Heyer
(Chair – Staff Parish Relations Committee)

Fireplace Fellowship
1st and 3rd Thursday of the Month
Starting at 6:00 p.m.
Pizza, Games, Fellowship!
in Fellowship Hall at CUMC
Join Us!
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his talents and personality are uniquely fitted for
this position. Looking back, he notes that he
has had a very positive experience at CUMC. In
particular he is very grateful for the mentoring
from Pastors Dave and Don as well as the
relationships he has built at our church.

generous giving

sprc

n Sunday, October 10, I made an
announcement at both services
regarding an additional staff change
at CUMC that is about to happen. Those on
the SPRC at CUMC met last Thursday and
we realized that no further announcement
had gone out to the congregation on this
via electronic media and that with this there
are members of the congregation who are
not yet aware of this change. We regret this
announcement is coming late to some of you
but here it is -Nate Gruber has submitted his resignation from
our staff. Nate will be with us for the last time on
Sunday, November 7. He is taking a position at
Meadowbrook Church in Wauwatosa for their
"Director of Discipleship and Worship" position.
Part of Meadowbrook's ministry involves
neighborhood groups that meet during the
week. Nate's main job will be to Pastor these
15 groups and to help add more. In addition
he will be leading the church's musician team
as Director of Worship. Nate noted that he felt

F a l l

S t e w a r d s h i p

We on SPRC and certainly all of us in the
congregation appreciate all Nate has done to
help us since he came on board in 2015. We
wish him the very best. Certainly this comes as a
shock to many. Exactly how we will go forward
with the makeup of our staff remains to be seen
and will only be determined once we have a
new Pastor in place. In the time since Nate has
made us aware of his intentions, many have
indicated a willingness to step up and help us
get through all of this. Sometimes challenges
such as this create opportunities. We shall see
but we will persevere.
John Heyer
Chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee

C a m p a i g n

T

hank you to all the families that have
returned their pledge card the past two
Sundays. We are extremely grateful
to you. If you did not receive a pledge
card and letter in the mail, please contact
Shirley Krenzke, krenzke@icloud.com or
financesecretary@cedarburgcumc.org and
one will be sent. If you have not returned
your card at this time, please return it as
soon as possible, so we may create our
budget for next year. This will also avoid
a follow up phone call or email by our
committee.

As we embark on a new year, our church family will be important to us, and we need to support
one another. As you know, 2022 will be a challenging year to meet our budget, and Finance/
Stewardship is always looking for alternative ways to fundraise. The Intergenerational Faith group
will be generating ideas on November 21 at 10:00 a.m. Please join us to brainstorm and be
creative.

Finance/Stewardship Committee

T h a n k

Y o u
And with that in mind I say "Bravo" to so many
of you who helped in a service project, or
volunteered every Sunday night with youth
group, or for those who wrote a check so a
student could go on a retreat, or for those of
you who came along as a youth leader on
a trip. When we're at youth group instead of
watching football at home or sleeping in an
uncomfortable cabin when we could be on a
beach somewhere the question that can come
up is "Why in the world am I doing this?" The
simple answer is because these small actions on
the part of us adults can have a huge impact
on the lives of young people and we may not
even see it for years or decades, but we trust in
the God who waters the seeds that we plant in
the lives of people today.

family ministry

Dear CUMC It's hard to believe that I have been here over
six years! When I came to CUMC in the fall of
2015, I was hopeful that I would be joining a
welcoming church - a place with people who
had open minds, hearts, and a willingness to
get involved in what God was doing. That
hope definitely became a reality for my family,
and for that we are truly grateful. Many of
you became friends to us and blessed us in
numerous ways throughout the years.
Thank you!
In addition to the friendships, there was good
ministry happening here, just as there continues
to be new and exciting ministry taking place.
God did a lot in our midst. Some of my favorite
memories were of the many fall and winter
retreats that we did with the youth ministry
as well as the summer trips we took over the
years. I've seen God do great things in the
lives of many students in these short stints. But
I remember something a friend once said to
me when asked about the impact of a youth
ministry he worked in. The question "Is this youth
ministry making an impact?" is a difficult thing
to answer, but his answer resonates with me.
He said, "Ask me in 30 years." In other words, we
do not yet realize the impact of the words and
actions we make right now, but in retrospect
we realize the profound spiritual and Kingdom
impact we had.

So thank you. Thank you for the tremendous
gift of being able to serve alongside you. This is
your church! I was able to help a little along the
way, but it's really about all of you impacting
the community in which you live. That mission
doesn't change. Sure, COVID has drastically
changed some ways in which we need to do
ministry for the future, and requires different
goals of our future staff, but the God we love
and worship - the God who lives in you and
me - is still asking us to do the same things. To
love Him. To love people. To worship regularly.
To share with each other. Love. It's what Jesus
was all about, in fact it was the essence of His
nature. And now you and I get to radically
do that simple thing that flies in the face of
the world around us - exude self sacrificing
love even when it's difficult. It's that love that
the world sees and actually changes our
community so that it looks more like Jesus.
Blessings,
Nathaniel Gruber

intergenerational

Intergenerational Faith Formation (IFF)

Review & Looking Forward
We are grateful for growing support as we
approach faith formation time differently
on Sundays. Mixing ages can be a “messy”
learning experience but we are observing
smiles, conversations, and comments that
this just might be the way forward in building
a connected faith family. In October we
explored different ways of giving and sharing
both inside our church and outside in our
communities. Stewardship was our word and
scripture verses helped us understand our
annual drive videos in worship. We focused
on the individual parts of stewardship – time,
talent, and money and how these gifts work
together to build a strong church.
November gives us the opportunity to dig
deeper into the work of our Mission Outreach
committee. We often hear, “I didn’t know
about this or that cause,” and our goal is to
expose more families to the many ways CUMC
reaches out to help others. November 7 will
showcase a great panel discussion revealing

C

the “what, why, and where” of our focused
caring efforts. November 14 gives the IFF class
a chance at hands-on help with making 100
lunches for Meta House Recovery Program.
More information about Meta House will be
presented during the November 7 worship
service. We will meet in fellowship hall on
November 21 to “Brunch and Brainstorm” while
also preparing for our Advent outreach drives.
Time to prepare items to accompany the gifts
we collect and time to think big as we do a
little fundraising brainstorming.
Finally, November 28 is the 1st Sunday in Advent
(hard to believe, right?) and we have a new,
unique look at Advent from Matt Rowle – a
Methodist pastor who has taken the story of
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” and turned it
into a creative, fun look at how our hearts can
grow bigger in love. You won’t want to miss a
single Sunday of this exciting four-week series.
Ellie Wilmeth

Cribbage Club

ribbage players welcomed two confirmation
students along with a supportive dad,
this past month to learn how to play. We
expanded our love of board games to include
“Apples to Apples” and found a raucous foursome
of mixed ages enjoying themselves tremendously
while the rest of us counted, bemoaned low scoring
hands, and called out praise to some remarkable
scores for 1st time players! Pizza was gobbled up,
too. Watch for news from Stevie regarding her
idea of expanded Thursday night fellowship nights
which could include a range of board games and
a ready group to teach, learn, and play cribbage
with all ages.

music & worship

W

e continue to search
for a permanent music
director. We are so very
grateful for long term substitute,
Kayoko Miyazawa. Kayoko has
embraced CUMC and loves
playing here. She is excited to
contribute more and hopefully we
will have her talented skills with us
until May. Kayoko has just been
hired as the Milwaukee Symphony
Choir accompanist so her roles
in the music community are ever
expanding. Please take a minute
to introduce yourself and thank
her. We are still searching for
permanent qualified candidates.

Our music ministry and
hymn leading have been blessed with the depth of musicians found here at CUMC. We are
encouraged when people answer the call to share their talent with us on Sunday mornings in
worship. The range of special music is quite phenomenal for a church our size. While we are
not yet able to begin choir and handbells without a leader, we recognize the contributions of
everyone who is helping in this time of transition.
Ellie Wilmeth

40 plus small group

T

he 40 plus Small Group is now going on their
eighth year of meeting as a small subset of
CUMC members. We’ve shared each other’s
joys and sorrows along with studies, social activities,
and projects for a substantial amount of time. How
do we recreate this experience with others who are
interested? We meet via Zoom once a month and

in person once a month. Our next in-person meeting
is scheduled for November 30 at 10:30 a.m. We are
inviting anyone in the congregation to come and
join us for a special morning of sharing. Mark your
calendars and meet us in the Wesley Room for more
information and a taste of Advent.
Ellie Wilmeth

family promise

Transforming the lives of families experiencing homelessness.

Update
Because every child deserves a home

O

ur next meal provision for Family Promise is the week
of November 8. Beanies in Port Washington and
Out and Out in Cedarburg will be providing one
meal. Please thank them if you patronize their business.
Saint Boniface Episcopal church in Mequon will furnish
another meal and we will do 2 meals. If you would like to
assist, please contact Jane West.
As of September 30, Family Promise has given 3296 nights
of shelter to 50 adults and 30 children in 49 households.
Presently there are 10 households with 11 adults being
served.

Projected opening for the new shelter facility is July, 2022.

women of faith

W

omen of Faith invite all women to meet at
1:15 p.m. on Monday, November 8, (masked
and socially distanced) in the Community
Room at CUMC. We will continue the book, Hope:
Living Fearlessly in a Scary World, and discuss Chapter
3, “Hope During a Financial Collapse.” If you plan on
attending, please contact Barbara Ridgely (262-3771411). Thank you.

We invite all women to gather for pre-Thanksgiving
coffee and conversation on Monday, November 23,
at 9:30 A.M. at the spacious NSeven Coffee Company,
located at 1307 Wisconsin Ave. in downtown
Grafton—on the west side of the street and across
from the Grafton Hotel. Find more information at:
https://www.facebook.com/nsevencoffeecompany

worship roles & sign ups

A

fter the “Brunch and Learn” session in October,
we now ask congregation members to check
their calendars and begin to sign up for both
the 9:00 and 11:00 worship assistance roles of greeters
and acolytes. Sign-up sheets can be found at the
kiosk outside the Welcome Center. Goal: Fill in all the
blanks! Training for running our screen during worship
will take place soon. If you have computer skills, this
is a great job for you. Volunteers are still needed

in sound producing and running the sound board.
Please call the office if this is an area where you might
help. Don’t forget to check for a Sunday to sign up
for flowers that adorn our altar. The lovely bouquets
given this past fall have brought joy and a dash of
color to our sanctuary.
Ellie Wilmeth

12 days of christmas

Thanksgiving Auction Fundraiser

W

Reinvention??

e continue to get mixed messages
about large groups eating in close
proximity during this phase of the
pandemic. We’d like to think we’re through
the worst of it and could sit down to our annual
Thanksgiving feast but then news came of
Colin Powell’s death – fully immunized but
being treated for cancer with a compromised
immune system, being exposed to Covid and
dying from this dreaded illness. We have a
way to go before we can keep each other
completely safe. We accept that it is best
to celebrate in small family groups this
coming Thanksgiving.
But how about reviving our annual auction
fundraiser to help the CUMC coffers? The
idea of a three-week, on-going sale featuring
CUMC baked goods and hand-crafted gifts
has been proposed. Starting November 28
and continuing through Dec. 12th we think
there might be enough bakers and makers out
there to provide a nice array of goodies and
gifts. Have you heard the news that all supply

chains are in disarray and commercial gift
buying may be compromised? Time to think
homemade this year! If you are interested
in helping, contributing, managing this
“revisioning” of our auction, please contact
the office at 377-3832.
How about a dozen cookies one week? Or
maybe a dozen glass yard flowers? Or 12
hand designed personal mugs? Maybe
special dolls? Or twelve kitchen potholders
(mine are so terrible looking, it’s on my
Christmas list!). The sky is the limit with ideas.
Twelve is just a suggestion – we like the idea of
the “twelve days of Christmas” so that is where
the number came from. Let’s say we get 120
items from ten people to sell ranging from $5 to
$20 dollars we could easily bring in over $1000;
plus we know from past auctions that folks
here at CUMC are very generous with “puppy
chow”, pies, cookies, and cake purchases. It’s
a thought…should we try it?
Ellie Wilmeth

birthdays

Happy Birthday to You!

November 1 Cheryl Russell
		Ben Lane
		
November 2 Kim Roupp
		Julie Fingeroos
		
November 6 Holly Fingeroos
		Tricia Gruber

November 16 David Harder
November 17 David Groeschel
November 18 Elton Streich
		Janet Schmidt
		Pat Lietzke

November 12 Debbie Harder
		Paige Dawkins

November 22 Mike Jelinski

November 14 Lyle Schmidt
		Jack Foy

November 25 Derek Taft
			
November 27 Daniel Rohde
		
November 28 Rick Zimbelman
		Edna Stern

November 15 Ellyn Wagner

November 29 Orrene Reblin

November 13 Emily Wellhausen
		Judy Jepson

mary martha circle

M

ary Martha Circle will be meeting on Wednesday,
November 10, 12:00 p.m. at Flipside Café (2074 Washington
Street in Grafton) All women welcome! If you plan on
attending, please contact Nancy Severson(262-375-4073) to let
her know.

men's study group

T

he Men's Study Group meets every Thursday, 7:00 a.m. at
PJ Piper (W61N514 Washington Ave in Cedarburg.) We are
currently using The Upper Room Disciplines. This devotional book
features 53 authors from diverse backgrounds, including some of
the leading Christian thinkers of our time. We want to invite all men
to join us—and by the way, we are intergenerational! If you have
questions, please contact Ron Zabransky (262-375-4051)

Contentment
There are a lot of things we want in and from
life. But, at the same time, we must learn to
be okay with what we have. We must learn to
be okay with what God has given us. We must
find contentment and know that what we
have is enough.

mosaic kids

While Paul was in prison, he wrote a letter to
the people of Philippi. In his letter he spoke
of what it means to be a Christian, and he
thanked the Christian congregation he had
established. He said, “I have learned to
be satisfied with the things I have and with
everything that happens. I know how to live
when I am poor. And I know how to live when
I have plenty. I have learned the secret of
being happy at any time in everything that
happens. I have learned to be happy when I
have enough to eat and when I do not have
enough to eat. I have learned to be happy
when I have all that I need and when I do
not have the things I need. I can do all things
through Christ because He gives me strength"
(Philippians 4:11b-13).
Living with this kind of contentment brings
peace. It relinquishes the burden of constantly
striving and hoping for more. Remember, God
knows exactly what we need, and He always
cares for us. When we put our trust in Him, He
presents us with abundance. As Christians
we know this is true but the problem with it
comes when we are faced with the practical
application of it. We tend to doubt that God
will want to meet our need. But think about
this for a moment…there is NOTHING that you
have that is insignificant in the eyes of God.
There is NOTHING about you, about what you
have to offer, that is not enough.
So, I challenge you to find happiness in
the moment - wherever you are. See the
goodness in what you have in the here and
now. It is up to us to be thankful. And there
is always, always, always something to be
thankful for. Every day may not bring sunshine
and roses, but it will not bring doom and
gloom either. My prayer for each of you is
to find grace in what is in front of you today.
Because developing a habit of contentment
will help you to overcome obstacles and
release the angst of never having enough.

Everything we have comes from God. He is
faithful to provide what we need. And even
more than what we own, God can also
provide what we need to face whatever
happens in our life. God has proven time and
again that we can trust Him no matter what.
We can complain or become jealous of what
others have . . . or we can choose to respond
with contentment, knowing that God has a
plan for our lives.
I want to leave you with this…at the wealthiest
period of his life, John D. Rockefeller had a net
worth of about one percent of the entire US
economy. He owned 90 percent of all the oil
and gas industry of his time. Compared to his
wealth, the richest people in America today
are mere paupers. Still, when asked, “how
much money is enough money?”, Rockefeller
answered, “just a little bit more.” With all
that he had, he never had contentment; he
never had peace. He was always chasing
something more.
Please engage with our CUMC Mosaic
website (cumcmosaic.com) to hear Bible
stories and learn more about finding
contentment in our daily lives. New content
is offered each week and will expand to
middle and high school teachings beginning
in November. Please also join our “Families of
Mosaic Kids” Facebook Group and “Mosaic
Youth and Teens” Instagram page to see
daily posts and devotions. These groups were
initially created for families with elementary
school aged children, but I am expanding the
content and opening them up to anyone who
would like to join.
Find your peace. Find your contentment. Find
your happiness. If you are going through a
period of struggle, remember that this too shall
pass. You have the grace of God on your
side. You are blessed and loved by the King
of Kings.

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children's Ministries

N o v e m b e r

L u n c h

P a c k i n g
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n November 14th, the Mission Outreach
Committee will partner with the
Intergenerational Faith Formation class
to make 100 lunches for the women at Meta
House. In preparation for this event, Carryn
Sami, who works at Meta House (and is the
daughter of Craig Pierce) will be speaking at
both services on November 7th.

T h a n k s g i v i n g

&

E
mission outreach

Whether or not you have been active in
the Intergenerational Faith Formation class,
please feel free to join us on November 14th.
And don't forget to bring your canned-good
donations of low sodium vegetables and fruit
with no added sugar.

C h r i s t m a s

ach year, the offerings collected at the
Thanksgiving and Christmas services are
given to the Mission Outreach Committee
to support various missions.
This year, because of a tightening budget
associated with COVID and other issues, the
Mission Outreach Committee has found it
particularly difficult to support all of the missions
that we normally support. These include various
local (Ozaukee County) organizations such
as Cope, United Way, Advocates of Ozaukee
County, the Ozaukee County Jail Literacy
Program, Interfaith Care Givers, Portal Industries,
and others.

H o l i d a y

At the same time, we will be collecting healthy
canned goods to benefit Hunger Task Force in
Milwaukee.

As a way to continue to support these
important organizations, this year we will
combine the Thanksgiving and Christmas
offerings, and will divide them among eight
local missions that we normally support and that
are so important to our community.
Please give generously during Thanksgiving and
Christmas, to share the blessings that you and
your family have received, and to support those
in need in our local community.

G i v i n g

A

s in past years, this year CUMC will
be collecting items to make the 2021
Holiday Season a wonderful time for
those who are less fortunate than we. These
include the United Methodist Children's Services,
Northcott Neighborhood House, and Lasata.
Giving opportunities include:

Hats/Mittens/Scarves: As in the past, we
will collect these items, and will share them
equally with United Methodist Children's
Services (UMCS) and Northcott. These can be
homemade or store-bought items to help the
recipients feel more comfortable during the
winter months. Gift cards: We will be collecting
prepaid gift cards from Target and Wall-Mart.
While any donations will be appreciated,
we are suggesting gift cards in the amounts

O f f e r i n g s

O p p o r t u n i t i e s

of $10 - $25. These will be divided among
UMCS and Northcott, and will help to make
for a special Christmas for those who have
so little. Christmas gift items for residents of
Lasata: We will be collecting simple gifts such
as toiletries, for the residents of Lasata. The
Giving Guide, which will be published in the
near future, will give additional ideas for gifts for
Lasata. Additionally, the Intergenerational Faith
Formation class will be making holiday gift cards
for residents of Lasata, to let them know that
they are not forgotten!
As always, thank you for your incredible
generosity in remembering those who are less
fortunate than we are. May God bless you, and
may you have a truly blessed Christmas season.

Pizza, Games and Fellowship!

W

fireplace fellowship

e have experienced
some great start up
fellowship activities
throughout the month of
October. The Cribbage Club
expanded their group to
include new players, including
those who have not played
before or in a long time as well
as middle and high school
students. Their willingness to
teach the game and their
patience in helping new/rusty
players with hands has created
an open and welcoming
environment that will hopefully
continue to grow. During their
last session, they added other
games such as Apples to Apples and Spot It into the mix. This created a whole new energy level
which allowed younger kids to also enjoy this time of fellowship.
Weekly bonfires on the patio started on Thursday evenings in October. This was met with terrific turn
out even when the weather was rainy, and the group moved into Fellowship Hall. The number of
people coming together during this time has been steadily growing with camaraderie
and fellowship.
Both of these opportunities for fellowship, friendship, and fun sparked an idea to pull the two groups
together and create a Family Game Night experience. My hope is to create a night that brings
the best of these groups together. This will be a time for all church members of all ages to come
together to enjoy the company of others as a family of God.
Family Game Nights will take place on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. If games are not your thing, come and enjoy an evening of fellowship around the
fireplace. If you are interested in learning to play cribbage or just want to start playing again, come
and enjoy the company of our experienced players. If you don’t want to play cribbage but are
interested in playing other games, come; there are many who are looking forward to playing with
you. If you want an evening that your entire family can enjoy, come, play, visit, and have fun. Pizza
will also be provided (maybe I should have led with that) so save yourself a night of cooking and
come hang out with us!
Our scheduled dates through the rest of 2021 include:
Thursday, November 4 - 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 18 – 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 2 – 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 16 – 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Please join us!
Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

befriender ministry

Providing skilled lay pastoral care throughout the nation.

Befriender Ministry
God is present » Caring not curing » Nonjudgmental presence » Active listening

B

efrienders are working on change and
transition. The group is trying a different
form of leadership this year organized
into groups of three that plan and set the
agendas for a three-month period rather than
a solo leader. This restructuring will give voice
to new ideas and ways of providing pastoral
care during this time of change. Our goal in
November will be to place calls to those we
haven’t seen at in-person worship to gauge
how folks are faring in these perplexing times.
If you feel like a listening friend might be the
light you need to face another winter, please contact any Befriender or place a call to the CUMC
office for more information. All visits are confidential and considered part of pastoral care. As
we await a new pastor assignment, we are ready to serve CUMC. Here is a list of folks you can
contact: Jennie Hansen, Joann Jacobs, Karen Maihofer, Judi McCullum, Nancy Severson, Ellyn
Wagner, Ellie Wilmeth, and Suzanne Zabransky.
Ellie Wilmeth

pecan sale

F

all is finally upon us and time for apples,
pumpkins and pecans. Our Pecan Sale
is underway with the profits going to
Franciscan Peacemakers in Milwaukee. Place
your order by contacting Vicki Streich at
vickistreich1@gmail.com. The price is $11.00
a bag. As usual there are plain, dark and milk
chocolate-covered pecans, and candy clusters
(turtles). All pecans are wrapped separately in
bags and make great gifts or a little treat for
yourself! We will also be selling after church
services. Ship date is November 10. Remember
this is an Outreach fundraiser. Hope to hear from
you soon.
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Community United Methodist Church
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd.
P. O. Box 617
Cedarburg, WI 53012
Return Service Requested

Monthly Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church
Please worship with us on Sunday mornings, either in-person or online at cedarburgcumc.org
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
After Labor Day | 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. (In-person Faith Formation at 10:00 a.m.)

Pastor | Rev. Don Greer | PastorDon@CedarburgCUMC.org
Church Office | 262 • 377 • 3832 |
Hours | Memorial Day Through Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
After Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg, WI 53012
www.CedarburgCUMC.org

“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

