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Growing devoted followers of Christ. Equipping passionate leaders in service.

Welcome Pastor Mark

I

was born in Rockford, Illinois,
and I grew up in Janesville,
Wisconsin. At the age of 17,
I enlisted in the Marine Corp
and served for four years. After
I returned, I lived in Kaukauna
and worked in the paper industry
and then in transportation and
logistics at various Wisconsin
based companies. I am currently
married to the love of my life,
Cheryl (Who is the current Pastor
in Hartford). We have a blended
family of 4 children and a total of
12 grandchildren.
I answered the call to ministry
later in my life and have served
in Wisconsin and Indiana during my time in ministry. I retired from ministry in
June of 2020. And yes, we are Packer, Brewer
and Badger fans!

I want to acknowledge
Pastor Don and the support he has provided
you during this time as
an Interim Pastor. I know
it has not been an easy
journey and I want you
to know that we continue to pray for you. I
look forward to serving all
of you as a part time “fill
in” Pastor until your new
Pastor is appointed next
year.
Pastor Mark Weaver

Advent Worship Series

T

he year 2021 has brought many
challenges to this World we live in. Daily
we struggle to make sense of it. To help
us focus during the upcoming Advent series
of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace, we will
experience the presence of the “Grinch” as
our Intergenerational faith development walks
through Matt Rawle’s book “The Heart that
grew Three sizes” (Finding Faith in the midst of
this story).
This classic Dr Suess story-“How the Grinch
stole Christmas” was first written in 1957 and
then developed into a colorful tv story in 1966.
Through the generations of time this story of
“Whoville” has touched the hearts of millions
of people.

Once again, this Advent season, we are all
called to be vigilant in our faith. Let us all walk
in the light of life that has been provided and
given to us. I hope and pray that everyone will
be open to the experience of this season of
Advent.
I also want to remind you to pray during this
season, to practice our 1%+ (14+ minutes a
day) commitment to our relationship with the
Lord. Pray for each other, this church and
community along with others throughout the
World, who struggle …
Gods blessing to each of you,
Pastor Mark

generous giving

christmas eve

W o r s h i p

I n f o r m a t i o n

December 24

A

fter last year’s bitter cold patio
Christmas Eve worship, we are pleased
to be able to offer indoor worship
again this Christmas. Our family worship
begins at 5 p.m. and is led by members of the
Intergenerational Faith Formation class. The
Advent theme of “The Heart that Grew Three
Sizes” will be our message along with great
music. Traditional 7 p.m. worship will feature
music from Shirley Westphal, Mike Harrington,
and Ellie Wilmeth. Special songs representing
the “voices” of the Bethlehem story will fill the
sanctuary. The candlelight 11 p.m. service is
led by Pastor Mark and his wife, Pastor Cheryl
Weaver, offering up their personal reflections
and ministry gifts in this late night worship
service. Please plan to join us for one or
more of these services.

F a l l

T

S t e w a r d s h i p

Please Note

Sunday, December 26 - one Worship
Service at 9:00 a.m. with no Education
hour in-between.

C a m p a i g n

hank you to all the families that have
returned their pledge cards this fall.
We are extremely grateful to you. This
represents about 100 families. To date we are
short $62,000 to meet 2021 giving totals. This
represents 74 families that have not returned
their pledge card. If you did not receive a
pledge card and letter in the mail, please
contact Shirley Krenzke, krenzke@icloud.com

or financesecretary@cedarburgcumc.org and
one will be sent. You can see how difficult
this becomes to plan a budget for next year.
Please help us by returning your cards even
if you are not able to contribute at this time.
Thank you again!

Finance/Stewardship Committee

12 days of christmas

Fundraiser - November 28, December 5, December 12

Art/Craft & Bake Sale

J

oin in a special fundraiser beginning
November 28th featuring handmade
crafts and delicious bake sale items. With
Christmas fast approaching, please come
and purchase one or more of the wonderful
items being offered. A handmade gift or a
tasty bake sale treat can truly make a special
gift. All proceeds go to benefit the CUMC
general fund. In past years we’ve held our
Thanksgiving auction to raise monies for various

“

W

church efforts, so think of this as a “reinvented”
version of that fun event. Each week will
feature crafts and bake sale items. Stop by
Fellowship Hall to make your purchases over
that three-week time frame.

Thank You

”

e sincerely thank you for the celebration of ministry
and retirement October 31st. It was a blessing to us
after our time with you at CUMC. Your kind words and
generous financial gift leave us feeling heart felt gratitude for
our time together. Thank you.
Rev. Don Greer & Eldene Doyle

E

ach year, the offerings collected at the Thanksgiving
and Christmas services are given to the Mission
Outreach Committee to support various missions.

This year, because of a tightening budget associated
with COVID and other issues, the Mission Outreach
Committee has found it particularly difficult to
support all of the missions that we normally support.
These include various local (Ozaukee County)
organizations such as Cope, United Way,
Advocates of Ozaukee County, the Ozaukee
County Jail Literacy Program, Interfaith Care
Givers, Portal Industries, and others.
As a way to continue to support these
important organizations, this year we will
combine the Thanksgiving and Christmas
offerings, and will divide them among eight
local missions that we normally support and
that are so important to our community.
Please give generously during Thanksgiving
and Christmas, to share the blessings that you
and your family have received, and to support
those in need in our local community.

Christmas
Gift
Cards

W

e will be collecting prepaid gift cards
from Target and Wall-Mart. While any
donations will be appreciated, we are
suggesting gift cards in the amounts of $10 $25. These will be divided between UMCS and
Northcott. Help make it a special Christmas for
those who have so little. A box for the cards is in
the church office. Please donate by December
12. Thank you for your generosity!

Schermer Pecan Sale

O

ur Schermer Pecans have arrived and are
available for purchase after both services for
$11.00 a bag. We have plain, milk chocolate,
dark chocolate, and caramel clusters. Please consider
them for gifts and your Holiday cooking. If you want
a large amount for gifts please let Vicki Streich know
as soon as possible. Profits will benefit Franciscan
Peacemakers in Milwaukee. They provide a pathway
to sustainable, healthy, safe, and productive lives for
women engaging in prostitution due to trauma, human
sex trafficking and drug addiction.

Annual Mitten/Hat/Scarf Tree
November 14-December 12

A

s in the past, we will collect these items, and
will share them equally with United Methodist
Children's Services (UMCS) and Northcott.
These can be homemade or store-bought items to
help the recipients feel more comfortable during the
winter months.

Lasata Christmas Gifts

P
Toiletries

Aftershave lotions & colognes
Soft toothbrush, toothpaste,
denture brush, mouthwash
Large boxes of Kleenex or Puffs
Hair picks, brushes, combs
Dove bar soap
Hand and body lotions
Cologne, perfume
Chapstick

P

lease help put smiles on the faces of
residents of Lasata by giving gift donations.
The residents look forward to opening
their gifts with much anticipation knowing
their packages are hand selected personally
for each one. Please see the Christmas Gift
List below. Place unwrapped donations in the
donation box by December 12.

Miscellaneous

Throw Blankets, Afghans
Decorative Pillow
(Please No Feather Pillows)
Clip earrings, pins, necklaces
Stuffed animals (a favorite)
Large faced watches
(men & women)
DVD movies
Picture Books related to Golf, Packers,
Brewers, Badgers
Music CDs
(Elvis, Polka, Big Band, Country, 1950's)

Poinsettia Delivery

oinsettias will be available for delivery to
homebound on Sunday, December 12. This
long-standing tradition in our congregation
puts a smile on a face and reminds the recipient of
our congregation’s love and care. Watch for the
flowers in Fellowship Hall and take this opportunity
to reach out and bring joy and holiday cheer from
our congregation.

Clothing

Long Sleeved tops for Women & Men
(Sizes M, L, & XL)
Sweat Pants or Lounge Pants for Women & Men
(Sizes M, L, & XL)
Socks with Gripper Soles
Sports Team Clothing (Hats, Jerseys, Shirts)

Candy

Decorative tins of cookies
and candies.
Wrapped soft chocolates
(Milky Way, Hershey)
Sugar-free candy

what's going on?

What's going on at CUMC?

H

opefully you’ve been noticing all the
things going on at CUMC. A colorful
weekly calendar is posted each week
outside of the office to catch your eye as
you enter for worship. A brief line up of
opportunities is also listed in your bulletins
for you to take home as a reminder. Check
out the screens before worship with timely
announcements and if you forget, they are
also running on the various screens around
CUMC.
A new board is mounted near the entrance
to the education wing with all kinds of great
information about the various groups at

CUMC and what they do. Please take a
moment to wander up and see the many
ways you can find a place to belong, serve,
and learn.
Finally, take time to read the newsletter. Not
all churches have this marvelous information
tool so delightful to the eye. In it is a ton of
information and articles relating to the work,
service, and joy at CUMC. Take a moment
to thank Pam and Stevie for all their work in
getting information out to the congregation.
No excuse to say, “I didn’t know about that!”

mary martha circle

M

ary Martha Circle will be meeting on Wednesday,
December 8, 12:00 p.m. at PJ Piper (W61N514 Washington
Ave., Cedarburg) All women welcome! If you plan on
attending, please contact Nancy Severson(262-375-4073) to let
her know.

women of faith

A

ll women of CUMC are invited to a festive Christmas Luncheon and a
wrapped white elephant gift exchange on Monday, December 13, at
11:30 a.m. The beautiful holiday decorations at Libby Montana will provide
the backdrop for sharing this happy occasion and enjoying the fun together.
Please join in prayer for good weather! If you plan on attending, please contact
Barbara Ridgely (262-377-1411) and plan on bringing a mask to the luncheon.
Thank you.
We'll resume our book study with Chapter 4 on Monday, January 10, in the
Community Room at CUMC.

intergenerational

Intergenerational Faith Formation (IFF)

New Advent Study

A

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes
Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch”
November 28 through December 19

uthor and pastor Matt Rawle examines
this modern-day classic Christmas story,
challenging Christians to discover the
Advent season in new and unexpected ways.
We will look at how this tale of a heart that
was two sizes too small went through a big
transformation. As we walk our faith journeys,
we discover the divine all around us, and in
turn, the world invites us into a deeper
understanding of its creator. You are
invited to dive into the realms of literature,
art, and entertainment to explore and
discover how God is working in and through
us and in the world around us to tell God’s
great story of redemption.

our Savior. In revisiting this intriguing story, we
will look for ways to discover new meanings
in the scriptures that tell us the treasured story
of Jesus’ birth. Please join us for four weeks of
creative preparations in the Intergenerational
Faith Formation room at 10:00 a.m. for our own
journey to the heart of Christmas.

Our scripture lessons will help us examine
our own preparations for Christmas in the
weeks of Advent. Perhaps, sometimes you
feel like the “Grinch” as the world has seen
an explosion of commercial marketing,
and you want to regain a sense of joy
and wonder as we approach the birth of

Adult Education

The Christmas Story
December 19

S

hake any family tree and you never know what kind of people might
fall out. Don’t we all have a relative or two who we try to avoid
at family gatherings? No surprise there. Jesus had a few shady
characters in his family as well. Actually he had some relatives that make
your most wayward cousin look like a saint.
In an invitation to Christmas, Andy Stanley uses a few of these colorful
characters to remind us from whom Jesus came and to explain the
importance of their roles in the Christmas story. Please join Mike Blodgett in
the Community Room or by Zoom, on Sunday, December 19, at 10:00 a.m.
for this one-time class.

fireplace fellowship

Pizza, Games and Fellowship!

W

e have been having
a great time during
Fireplace Fellowship
and hope to continue that
momentum as we head into
the month of December.
Whether you want to just hang
out and chat or join others in
fun and games, this is a night for
you. This is a time for all church
members, friends, families, and
neighbors of all ages to come
together to enjoy the company
of others as a family of God.

F

amily Game Nights will
take place on the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of
each month from 6:00pm until 8:00pm. If games are not your thing, come and enjoy an evening
of fellowship around the fireplace. If you are interested in learning to play cribbage or just want to
start playing again, come and enjoy the company of our experienced players. If you don’t want
to play cribbage but are interested in playing other games, come; there are many who are looking
forward to playing with you. If you want an evening that your entire family can enjoy, come, play,
visit, and have fun! Pizza will also be provided so save yourself a night of cooking and come hang
out with us!

We hope you will join us!
Thursday, December 2 – 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, December 16 – 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, January 6 – 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, January 20 – 6:00-8:00pm

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

“

Congratulations

C

ongratulations to Grace Johnson on her
upcoming performance in the Nutcracker
on December 2.

”

men's study group

H

ave you ever pondered the existence
of heaven? The Thursday Morning Men’s
Discussion Group has decided to take on this
difficult to comprehend and controversial
topic using Lee Strobel’s book, “A Case for Heaven”
as a reference. In the introduction to this book,
Strobel states that only a slim majority of Americans,
when asked about what would occur after their
death, believe they will end up in heaven.
Strobel, a lawyer and investigative journalist interviews
a variety of authorities concerning the existence
of heaven. Through conversations with respected

experts, including a neuroscientist, a researcher
who analyzed scores of accounts of near-death
experiences, biblical scholars, and an atheist turnedChristian philosopher, Strobel offers compelling
answers to questions relating to after-life.
We invite all men to join us Thursday mornings to
discuss this challenging topic. We meet at PJ Piper in
downtown Cedarburg at 7:00 a.m.; dress is casual and
we are intergenerational.
If you have questions, please contact Ron Zabransky
(262-375-4051)

Lucas Detwiler

Holiday Concert
December 14

M

ark your calendars for Tuesday December 14 at 7 p.m.
Lucas Detwiler leads his middle school choirs in his first
holiday concert at Horace Mann Middle School in
Sheboygan - 2820 Union Ave.
An exciting first step for him and we're hoping a few CUMC
members might be able to attend to show our support.

Christmas with The Chosen

The Messengers
December 1 - 9

M

any CUMC members watched “The Chosen” during this past year.
Their Christmas Special – ‘Christmas with the Chosen – The Messengers”
will be playing December 1 through December 9 at the Marcus North
Shore Cinema, 11700 N. Port Washington Rd, Mequon. Tickets can be reserved
for $13 on-line.

Celebrating Jesus,
God's Greatest Gift

mosaic kids

When we think about the month of
December, many of us immediately think
about Christmas. Have you ever noticed what
beauty December brings? It is not just in the
wonderful snowfalls that glisten outside, or the
lights that sparkle throughout our communities,
but it is the Christmas spirit that really shines
through. And that spirit is brought to us by
the greatest gift ever given, Jesus Christ.
Because of Jesus, it is possible for us to have a
relationship with God that will last forever.
As we remember the Christmas story, we
take time to celebrate the greatest gift ever
known. Think about the Christmas story. God
chose Mary to give birth to His Son. Mary, who
was just a common woman. She was not a
person of status or rank. And then there was
Joseph who is only mentioned in 16 verses in
the Bible, certainly not a person of wealth or
standing. Why do you suppose God chose
such ordinary people? Perhaps God wanted
us to notice the value in the ordinary, perhaps
He wanted us to see the ordinary transformed
into the extraordinary. The truth is that God
uses the potential of everyone, and no one is
considered anything less than extraordinary.
We are all great in the eyes of the Lord. It is
not based on titles, or success, or wealth; it is
because He loves us – all of us. It is the Spirit
that moves us to greatness: an understanding
that as we are born again, we have the grace
of God with us always, to protect us, to guide,
to lift us up.

In John 3, Nicodemus questioned Jesus about
being born again. Jesus responded saying,
"A person’s body is born from his human
parents. But a person’s spiritual life is born from
the Spirit. Don’t be surprised when I tell you,
‘You must all be born again.’ The wind blows
where it wants to go. You hear the wind blow.
But you don’t know where the wind comes
from or where it is going. It is the same with
every person who is born from the Spirit.” He
goes on to express God’s love for the world in
John 3:16.
"For God loved the world so much that He
gave his only Son. God gave His Son so that
whoever believes in Him may not be lost but
have eternal life.” The love expressed in this
verse speaks to the depth of God’s love.
It describes the manner of His love for all
humanity. It is this deep love that motivated
God to send His Son, Jesus, to be born into
human history. His Son who lived a perfect
sinless life, was crucified, and resurrected.
This is God’s love! It is a love that is
undeserved, unconditional, and everlasting.
This is God’s love for all of us. So, while for
many of us, we are reawakened to the love of
God at Christmas time, we can celebrate all
year long when we remember what God has
done for us.

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children's Ministries

birthdays

Happy Birthday to You!

December 1 Emil Assmann
		
December 2 Robin Carpenter
		
December 6 Sandy Mantooth

December 18 Debbie Bauer
		Barb Ridgely

December 12 Dan Jablonski

December 23 Kim Polan

December 13 Susan Kelly
		Lew Hanson

December 26 Darrell Olson
		Ellen Holyoke

December 16 Gwen Strassburger

December 30 Val Olson

December 20 Karen Eggert
		Joseph Grams

December 30 Lori Zank

A l u m i n u m

C a n

D r i v e

Ongoing

O

ur first collection day will be Sunday,
January 9. Proceeds will go to El Porvenir: Clean
Water, Healthy Nicaraguans. This is an United
Methodist project working in a country where 80% of the
people live in poverty. 54% of rural Nicaraguans lack
access to clean drinking water and 31% lack adequate
sanitation facilities.

We can make a difference!
Bring your cans to church
on Sunday, January 9

b y

J e r r y

J o h n s o n

thoughts

A Warm Heart
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Community United Methodist Church
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd.
P. O. Box 617
Cedarburg, WI 53012
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Monthly Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church
Please worship with us on Sunday mornings, either in-person or online at cedarburgcumc.org
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
After Labor Day | 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. (In-person Faith Formation at 10:00 a.m.)

Pastor | Rev. Mark Weaver | PastorMark@CedarburgCUMC.org
Church Office | 262 • 377 • 3832 |
Hours | Memorial Day Through Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
After Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg, WI 53012
www.CedarburgCUMC.org

“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

