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Pastor's Message

T

hanks be to God for each one of
you! I continue to feel the joy and
comfort of hearing stories from
people returning to church and the
power of fellowship connections. Here
at Cedarburg, you are fortunate to
have the strong leadership and staff
that supports God’s efforts through
each of us.

In the Sundays to come I will continue
to follow the lectionary scriptures to
provide lessons and share my personal
experiences so we can all grow on
our faith journey. The 11 a.m. service
will continue to be one of family
experiences and sharing (I invite you
to attend one Sunday and see this
developing ministry in action).

I would like to specifically take
a moment to lift up Stevie and
Ellie’s efforts in developing the
Intergenerational Ministry. This ministry
began in September this year and has
grown into a small group of vibrant
families attending the 11 a.m. Sunday
service. We were able to experience
the fruits of this labor in the laughter,
interaction, and “faith alive” on
Christmas Eve when “The Heart that
Grew Three Sizes” came to life.

I pray this year that we will all allow
God’s grace to fill us, the scriptures to
empower us, and our faith to be the
connections that guide us forward this
year.
God’s blessings,
Pastor Mark Weaver

12 days of christmas

A r t / C r a f t

a n d

B a k e

A

huge thank you to all of CUMC
for participating in our "12 Days of
Christmas Art/Craft & Bake Sale".
The sale was so successful that it was
extended an extra week making it more
like the "24 Days of Christmas" but in any
case the generosity of members was
wonderful. The idea for such a sale came
from memories of our annual Thanksgiving
Auctions of the past. We have such
talented folks and we've missed the
camaraderie of that event so a number of
people thought a compromise sale might
fill that void.
You could see the broad array of talents
from so many people who submitted
delicious treats. The packaging, the
clever containers, and the tasty treat
options were all on display in our bake
sale. If you didn't find something to take
home or give away, you missed a yummy
Christmas addition. Our crafty, artsy
members rose to the occasion with just
about something to fill in your Christmas
gift shopping. How about those who
set it all up, covered the duties of cash
box and sales, and cleaned everything
up, too. Everyone who helped this sale
deserves a round of applause. To those
who purchased items - your generosity is
so appreciated. To support the ministry
of this congregation you rose to the
occasion and hopefully had fun doing so.

S a l e

U p d a t e

We raised over $4,000 that will go to our
general Fund. Remember this fund is
the bedrock of our budget, supporting
the many ways ministry is conducted at
CUMC. Between the Rummage Sale
this past summer and this sale we've
contributed over $8,000 to that fund! It
has been said that even the smallest
amounts when combined can make
a difference and we certainly have
witnessed that at CUMC. Let's keep these
fundraising ideas flowing...how about it
golfers? Maybe a spring golf fundraising
event? Let's see what the men can come
up with next!

“

T

Thank You

hanks to all who helped
decorate our sanctuary
and entrance doors and
Fellowship Hall. Thank you, Rick
Brekke, for the donation of the
beautiful evergreen and to
those who bought poinsettias
to brighten the sanctuary this
Christmas season.

”

music ministry

U p d a t e

T

hank you to all the people who
contributed music ministry selections
throughout Advent and Christmas.
We appreciate the talents that Kayoko
has shared so freely with us during this
musically rich season of the church year.
Thank you Kayoko!

The search committee for a permanent
accompanist/director of music continues.
They have interviewed two applicants
in December. In monitoring the various
sites we use to attract strong candidates,
we see that many congregations are
in the same situation so we are happy
that we've had two recent applicants.
The search team keeps the Staff Parish
Relations Committee apprised of the
progress of viable candidates.
It is good to remember that even though
we are still somewhat restricted in group
singing efforts we've come a long way
since last Christmas! With the rise in Covid
cases, we are trying to keep everyone
involved in music at CUMC safe. Enjoy
singing Christmas carols this year but
please wear a mask when you are in a
group. Let's all be around next year to
sing in full voice!

family promise

U p d a t e
Christmas at the Chalet involved
adopting a Family Promise family. Ours
was a 61 year old woman. Decorations,
treats, and gifts were given to her each
of 3 consecutive weeks before Christmas.
Thanks to all who made this nice
Christmas outreach possible!
Our first week of meal preparation in 2022
is January 24. If you would like to help,
please notify Jane West (414-640-2304).

N

ovember and December were
exciting times with our Family
Promise ministry. We provided
meals, with help from Beanies in Port
Washington and Out and Out in
Cedarburg, as well as St. Boniface
Episcopal Church in Mequon. At that
time, there were 20 guests (12 adults and
8 children.)

Upcoming Event:
Fundraiser at New Fortune Chinese
Restaurant, Cedarburg
4:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.
A percentage of the cost of each meal
will be donated to Family Promise.

mission outreach

T h a n k s g i v i n g

&

C h r i s t m a s

R e p o r t

The gifts and Christmas cards were
delivered to Lasata, and as always, your
generosity and love for others is really
humbling. The gifts that you donated
filled up the back of the van, and we
know that they will be appreciated by the
residents at Lasata.

A

s you know, CUMC has been
very active in recent weeks on
a number of fronts. We have
collected gifts for the residents of Lasata,
and have made and provided purchased
Christmas cards for all of them. We have
been collecting hats, mittens and gloves,
and scarves, as well as gift cards, for our
brothers and sisters at United Methodist
Children's Services and Northcott
Neighborhood House. We have made
lunches several times for the women at
Meta House. We delivered 21 poinsettias
to the home-bound.

The gift cards totaling $480 were divided
between UMCS and Northcott. The Giving
Tree in the Narthex made it evident just
how much you are living the example
that Jesus has called us to live.
I know that I speak for the entire Mission
Outreach Committee, and especially for
the residents of Lasata and our friends at
UMCS and Northcott, when I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for all that
you have done. May God bless each
and every one of you.
On behalf of Craig Pierce and your
Mission Outreach Committee, may you
have a peaceful and blessed Christmas,
and a very happy New Year!

befrienders

U p d a t e

B

efrienders are moving their meeting
time to the daytime hours beginning
in January. Starting Jan. 18, the
group will meet on the 3rd Tuesday of
the month at 1:00 p.m. in the Community

Room. Our first topic will focus on
caregiving for the caregivers. Many in our
congregation are serving as caregivers
for loved ones. We want to support them
in this arduous journey with sharing the
resources currently available in Ozaukee
county. If you are interested in attending
this initial brainstorming session, please
feel free to join us. If you are a caregiver
and are interested in forming a support
group at CUMC, or if you are interested in
being part of this group please contact
Ellie Wilmeth. If you need support at
CUMC we are ready to come alongside
of you to listen.

intergenerational

Intergenerational Faith Formation (IFF)

New Study
all who attend to feed their souls. Stories from
the Old Testament to the good news of the
New Testament will pair up with foods ranging
from olives to pomegranates to naan bread.
The week of Jan. 23rd we’ll tie our study to our
work with Family Promise—Ozaukee county’s
homeless program. That week CUMC takes on
the task of preparing dinners for guests in the
program. Please talk to Jane if you would like
to help in this effort. We want to finish our study
with a feast fit for Queen Esther on Feb. 6th so
watch for those details in the February news.

I

ntergenerational Faith Formation (IFF) kicks
off a new year with a sumptuous study called
“Eating Our Way Through the Bible”.

Beginning Jan. 9th at 10:00 a.m., our class
moves back into the “IFF” room in preparation
for this feast of lessons. Jane West, class
member, was inspired by reading the
cookbook “Eating the Bible” and wants to
share the connections between Bible stories
and the food that was shared. Our goal is to
help enrich those shared eating experiences
with Biblical verses and commentary enabling

Haven’t tried this class yet? Come and check
it out plus make a difference in a young person
at CUMC who learns from our examples.
Get to know each other (name tags always
encouraged) and enjoy the growing fellowship
of all ages in our faith formation.

Adult Education

"The Walk"

January 9 - 10:00 a.m. - Community Room

H

ow do we walk with Christ—daily follow him,
grow in him, and faithfully serve him? In the
Gospels, Jesus modeled for us the Christian
spiritual life. The apostles taught it in their writings. And
the Church has, through the last 2,000 years, sought to
pursue this Christian spiritual life. In “The Walk”, Adam
Hamilton focuses on five essential spiritual practices
that are rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God and
taught throughout the New Testament. Each of these
practices is intended as part of our daily walk with
Christ while also being an essential part of growing

together in the church. In each chapter, Hamilton
explores one of these practices, its New Testament
foundation, and what it looks like to pursue this
practice daily in our personal life and together in
the life of the church. Deepen your walk with Christ
as we explore the five essential practices of worship,
study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to our
faith. Come and join Mike Blodgett and others in
the Community Room for this way to grow your
personal faith.

fireplace fellowship

Pizza, Games and Fellowship!

F

ireplace Fellowship
continues to go strong so
we will continue to offer
this fellowship opportunity
through February. It has
been so great to see
so many of us coming
together in fellowship. The
pandemic hit us hard, but
we are coming back strong,
friendships are building,
rekindling, as laughter and
conversation fills the room.
God working in and through
us. If you have not yet been
able to make it, please mark
your calendar and consider
joining us. Bring a friend,
bring a neighbor, bring
your family, or come alone – no matter who you walk through the doors with, we all come
together to enjoy the company of others as a family of God.
Family Game Nights will take place on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:00
p.m. until 8:00 p.m. If games are not your thing, come and enjoy an evening of fellowship
around the fireplace. This is an evening that offers something for everyone! Pizza will also
be provided so save yourself a night of cooking and come hang out with us!
Our scheduled dates for January and February:
Thursday, January 6 - 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, January 20 – 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, February 3 – 6:00-8:00pm
Thursday, February 17 – 6:00-8:00pm

women of faith

O

n Monday, January 10, Women of Faith will
gather in the Community Room for fellowship
and discussion of Chapter 4 in the book,
Hope: Living Fearlessly in a Scary World. If you plan on
attending, please contact Barbara Ridgely (262-3771411); please wear a mask. Thank you.

All women are invited to meet for coffee on Monday,
January 24 at 9:30 a.m. at the spacious NSeven
Coffee Company, located at 1307 Wisconsin Ave. in
downtown Grafton, across from the Grafton Hotel.
Find more information at: https://www.facebook.
com/nsevencoffeecompany

men's study group

T

he Thursday Morning Men’s Discussion Group
is reading and discussing the difficult to
comprehend and controversial topic using
Lee Strobel’s book, “A Case for Heaven” as a
reference. In the introduction to this book, Strobel
states that only a slim majority of Americans, when
asked about what would occur after their death,
believe they will end up in heaven
Strobel, a lawyer and investigative journalist, interviews
a variety of authorities concerning the existence of
heaven. Through conversations with these respected

experts, Strobel offers compelling answers to questions
relating to the after-life.
We invite all men to join us Thursday mornings to
discuss this challenging topic. We meet PJ Pipers in
downtown Cedarburg at 7AM; dress is casual and we
are intergenerational.
If you have questions, please contact Ron Zabransky
(262-375-4051)

mary martha circle

M

ary Martha Circle will be meeting on Wednesday, January
12, 12:00 p.m. at Prime Minister (517 N. Main St., Thiensville)
All women welcome! If you plan on attending, please
contact Nancy Severson(262-375-4073) to let her know.

Zoom or In-person

Charge Conference

O

ur annual Church Charge Conference will be
held Tuesday, January 4th at 7:00 pm. You
have the option to attend in person in the
community room or attend remotely via the Zoom link
below.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82862322951?pwd=WjZwa3
g0MXhtdFVMRno2SXZoS2U5UT09

Meeting ID: 828 6232 2951
Passcode: 558753
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

At this annual meeting, we review our mission and
ministry plans for the coming year. Please join us.

Happy Birthday to You!
January 1
Bruce Krenzke
		Don Taft
		Nancy Taft

January 16
Chris Robel
		Vicki Streich
January 17

birthdays

January 2
Mike Harrington
		
January 4
David Grams
			
January 7
John Grams

January 18
Dominic Jelinski
		Jakson Swarthout
				
January 19
Stevie Stibor
		Dan Swarthout
		
January 20
Benjamin Taft
			
January 21
Janene Thomas			

January 8
Cooper Lator
		Kathy Ford
		Benjamin Brekke
January 9

Kristin Westphal

January 10

Michelle Manz

January 11

Tom Robel

January 14

Tiffany Lator

Paul Widstrand

January 25
Lee Chartier
			
January 27
Gayle Buege
January 28
Marlys Samse
		Tim Buege
		Craig Howe

A l u m i n u m

C a n

D r i v e

First Collection

O

ur first collection day is Sunday, January 9.
Proceeds will go to El Porvenir: Clean Water,
Healthy Nicaraguans. This is an United Methodist
project working in a country where 80% of the people
live in poverty. 54% of rural Nicaraguans lack access to
clean drinking water and 31% lack adequate sanitation
facilities.

We can make a difference!
Bring your cans to church
on Sunday, January 9

40 plus group

U p d a t e

4

0 Plus Small Group is also changing
their meeting time to the 3rd Tuesday
of each month starting Jan. 18 at
10:30 in the Wesley Room. During the
height of the pandemic, we met twice a
month via Zoom then gradually moved
to once a month in person meetings with

a secondary Zoom Care Connection.
Now we will go back to once per month.
We used to meet around our local area
in coffee shops but have decided for
the time to use the relative safety of the
Wesley Room as we continue through
the pandemic to meet. This group
always shares a devotion, works on
various projects to support CUMC, and
writes the birthday cards for that ministry
outreach to our members. They, too,
provide support for each other but also
many connections to others in need of
encouragement among us. You can be
part of of this group by contacting Ellie
Wilmeth for more information. If you need
support at CUMC we are ready to come
alongside of you to listen.

souper bowl

F u n d r a i s e r
Volunteers are needed to help make soup
to sell. Our goal is to have 100 quarts or
more of soup for sale.
A sign-up sheet will be posted on the kiosk
in Fellowship Hall for those willing to make
soup/chili for this Fundraiser to fulfill our
commitment to our Covenant Missionary.
Watch the bulletin for more information.

T

he Outreach Committee is leading a
“Souper” Fundraiser on Super Bowl
Sunday, February 13, 2022. The Sale
will be held after services for you to take
your favorite soup home and enjoy during
the Super Bowl!

Self-Control
Happy New Year!

I

t seems the start of every new year comes
with the start of everyone’s new year
resolutions and, if that is true for you, I wish
you the best in keeping whatever goal or
promise you made to yourself. It is easy
to renege on these commitments as other
obligations and habits quickly resume their
normalcy in our daily lives so, remind yourself
why you thought it was worthy of a new year
resolution and stick to it. These are usually
goals we set in the new year because they are
things that have slipped or evaded us in the
past but are truly important to our health, our
well-being, our peace of mind, our happiness
so, don’t sell yourself short.

mosaic kids

When it comes to self-control, it is all about
choosing to do what you should even when
you don’t want to – it is not always easy but,
with God’s help, we can stay in control of our
actions, and our choices. As we follow Jesus
throughout our lives, the Holy Spirit transforms
us and helps us live more like Jesus. We can
follow His example and choose to do what
we should do, instead of just what we want to
do. The Holy Spirit can give us the power and
wisdom to show self-control.
Remember 2 Timothy 1, as Paul encouraged
Timothy to hold tight to his faith. Paul said,
“That is why I remind you to use the gift God
gave you. Now let it grow, as a small flame
grows into a fire. God did not give us a spirit
that makes us afraid. He gave us a spirit of
power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy
1:6-7). Let your gifts grow like a flame into
a raging fire! You have the power to do
whatever you to choose to do, to overcome
any obstacles that stand in front of you, and to
be your very best self. If the words of the Bible
do not arm you with a renewed strength, then
remember these words from Winnie the Pooh,
“You are braver than you believe, stronger
than you seem, and smarter than you think.”
When all is said and done, the bottom line
is God does not make mistakes. He has
equipped you with the Fruit of the Spirit,
He has made you in His image, and He has
provided you with free will because He knows

that you are strong enough to do what is best.
What is best for you, for your family, for your
community, and for your church. Changing
old habits requires developing new behaviors.
New behaviors then become new habits and
habits are things we do without even thinking
about it. The hard part is recognizing the need
for change and then allowing yourself the
discipline to move forward – to move forward,
not remain stationary, not move backward,
but move forward.
You have the power. Your head may try to
convince you otherwise, but you know better
– you are a child of God, a child of the One
True King! Think about 2 Peter 1:5-8 “Because
you have these blessings, you should try as
much as you can to add these things to your
lives: to your faith, add goodness; and to
your goodness, add knowledge; and to your
knowledge, add self-control; and to your
self-control, add the ability to hold on; and to
your ability to hold on, add service for God;
and to your service for God, add kindness for
your brothers and sisters in Christ; and to this
kindness, add love. If all these things are in
you and are growing, they will help you never
to be useless. They will help your knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ make your lives better.”
Whatever your goal, whatever you want for
yourself, persevere with self-control, and give
yourself the discipline necessary to achieve
whatever you have set out to do. After all, the
only thing you can control is you so exercise
that control wisely because you matter and
what you want for yourself is important. The
new year is here, and we have so much
ahead of us!
Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries
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Monthly Newsletter of Community United Methodist Church
Please worship with us on Sunday mornings, either in-person or online at cedarburgcumc.org
Memorial Day Through Labor Day | 9:00 a.m.
After Labor Day | 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. (In-person Faith Formation at 10:00 a.m.)

Pastor | Rev. Mark Weaver | PastorMark@CedarburgCUMC.org
Church Office | 262 • 377 • 3832 |
Hours | Memorial Day Through Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.
After Labor Day | Monday - Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
W68N563 Evergreen Blvd., Cedarburg, WI 53012
www.CedarburgCUMC.org

“We are a Safe Sanctuary Congregation”

