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Pastor's Message

T

he beginning of Lent…March
Madness…Spring is around the
corner…we are almost there!

This year during our Lenten journey,
we will be using a worship series titled
“24 Hours That Changed the World” by
Adam Hamilton. This series takes what
is believed to be a time span of 3 - 4
days and expands the timeframe to 6
weeks allowing us to dig deeper and
allow the events of this Holy Week to
dwell within us for the entire journey
of Lent.
Mike Blodgett will be providing an
Adult Study Group following this
book and the theme message for
Intergenerational Faith Formation will

also follow this path. We all hope and
pray this will help provide a setting
that will enhance your personal faith
experience as well as help you on your
spiritual journey.
I encourage each of you to expand
your comfort zone by entering into one
or more of these options this season.
Also, I invite you to read the listed
scriptures each week and let them
“simmer” within your soul. Please also
continue to pray for the arrival of a
new Pastor in the next few months.
God's blessings,
Pastor Mark

"Souper" Bowl Soup Sale

T

o all of you who made soup for
our Soup Sale, and to those who
purchased the soup, THANK YOU!

We had 75 quarts of soup for sale, and as
of the writing of this article, all but eight
have sold. That means that we have
raised almost $700 to support Temba,
our Covenant Missionary at Mujilla Falls in

Zambia, Africa. What a great testament
this is to CUMC's commitment to spread
God's love throughout the world by
supporting those in need and those who
work among those less fortunate than
we are.
On behalf of the Mission Outreach
Committee, thank you!

mission outreach

Meta House Lunch Building

Y

our Mission Outreach Committee,
on behalf of and with the support of
CUMC, has committed to providing
simple lunches to the women at Meta
House one week each month at least
through July...and hopefully for the
remainder of 2022.
Meta House provides counseling,
residential and transitional housing, and
other types of support for women who are
working to break away from the terrible
effects of addiction. The lunches that we
provide go to those who are participating
in out-patient counseling classes, and
often may be the best meal that these
women have that day.

We normally make 60-100 meals each
time, and our next meal-building will take
place on Sunday, March 20, right after the
9:00 a.m. service in the CUMC kitchen. It
only takes us 30-45 minutes, and we would
love for a few of you to help us. If you are
interested, please contact Susie Heiniger
or Judi McCullum. And if March 20 does
not work for you, there will be other
opportunities each month.

Returns on March 24!

F

ireplace Fellowship is back! We took a
short break, but as it was so great to see so
many of us coming together in fellowship,
we are bringing it back. This is a time to build
and rekindle friendships, laugh, talk, play
games, and just have a night of stress-free
enjoyment. God working in and through us.
If you have not yet been able to make it in the
past, please mark your calendar and consider
joining us. Bring a friend, bring a neighbor,
bring your family, or come alone – no matter
who you walk through the doors with, we
all come together to enjoy the company of
others as a family of God.

Fireplace Fellowship will take place on the 4th
Thursday of each month from 6:00 p.m. until
8:00 p.m. If games are not your thing, come
and enjoy an evening of fellowship around
the fireplace. This is an evening that offers
something for everyone! Pizza will also be
provided, so save yourself a night of cooking
and come hang out with us!
Our scheduled dates for March and April:
Thursday, March 24 - 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 28 – 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Please join us!

fireplace fellowship

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

kinjo chamber group

A Special Easter Gift for CUMC

A

re you looking for something special
to share with your family and friends
this Easter? Join Community United
Methodist Church (CUMC) for a special
musical treat presented by the Kinjo
Chamber Group. Kinjo is a Japanese
term meaning “neighborhood”. This Kinjo
Chamber Group, with Kayoko Miyazawa on
piano, along with her husband John Bian
on violin and Nicholas Mariscal on cello, will
be providing a classical music recital; their
premiere performance as a trio. Their plan is
to provide more of such performances and
include additional members for neighboring
communities.
Kayoko has blessed CUMC with her musical
talents since August of 2021. As we begin
the transition to a new full time music
director, Kayoko has expressed interest
in providing this musical gift for us both in
worship and this special performance.
Our guests have extreme musical
backgrounds. Please read the
following bios for a closer look at their
accomplishments and get a glimpse of the
treat we have in store.

Pianist Kayoko Miyazawa, born in Tokyo,
Japan, is a frequent collaborator with many
notable artists of our time, members of the
Cleveland Orchestra, and faculty of various
schools around the country. In the past
few years Mrs. Miyazawa has performed in
faculty recitals at the Cleveland Institute
of Music, the Brevard Music Festival,
fundraising events for the Mainly Mozart
Festival in San Diego, and was also featured
in a live recital on the WCLV Radio Station.
During the orchestral season, she can also
be seen performing as a substitute musician
in the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra and
also the Sheboygan Symphony Orchestra.
Mrs. Miyazawa spends her summers
working as a staff pianist and coach at the
Encore Music Festival in Cleveland and
collaborative pianist at the Bright Music
Summer Festival in Oklahoma City.
After Mrs. Miyazawa completed her precollege studies at the Beijing Central
Conservatory where she studied with
YaMeng Huang, she came to the United
States in 2011 to study at the Cleveland
Institute of Music. She gained her Bachelor
of Music degree studying with Paul Schenly

and Daniel Shapiro and Master of Music degree in
Collaborative Piano studying with Anita Pontremoli
and Joela Jones. During her time at CIM, she was
enrolled in both the Intensive Duo program and the
Advanced Piano Trio chamber music program where
she was coached by Sharon Robinson, Jaime Laredo,
the Cavani Quartet, and the second violinist of the
Cleveland Quartet Peter Salaff. Kayoko is currently
continuing her collaborative piano study at the
University of Michigan, School of Music, Theater and
Dance under the guidance of Martin Katz.
Violinist John Bian, born in Minneapolis, MN, is an
active orchestral musician who has studied with many
notable concertmasters across the country. In 2018
he joined as a tenured member of the Milwaukee
Symphony Orchestra but can also be seen frequently
in violin sections of other major orchestras such as the
Cleveland Orchestra, Minnesota Orchestra, St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra, Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
and Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra. In addition to
his large ensemble career, John is also a passionate
chamber musician having studied with members of
the Cleveland Quartet, Cavanni Quartet, Calidore
Quartet, and Muir Quartet.
John earned his Bachelor’s degree at Boston University
where he studied with Yuri Mazurkevich. At BU he
was the grand prize winner of both the Solo Bach
Competition in 2012 and the Concerto Competition in
2014. John went on to complete his Master’s degree
in 2016 at the Cleveland Institute of Music where he
studied with William Preucil, the concertmaster of the
Cleveland Orchestra, and was also a member of the
Intensive String Quartet program. He then finished his
schooling at the University of Michigan studying under
David Halen, concertmaster of the St. Louis Symphony
Orchestra, and Yoonshin Song, concertmaster of the
Houston Symphony Orchestra, receiving his Specialist
Degree in 2018.
Cellist Nicolas Mariscal is the newly-appointed
Assistant Principal Cellist of the Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra. He has appeared as guest principal
cellist with the Trondheim Symphony Orchestra on
their 2019 South Korean tour, and has performed as
principal cello of the Fjord Cadenza Festival Orchestra
in Alesund, Norway. A recent alumnus of the New
World Symphony in Miami, Mariscal is a winner of
the orchestra's concerto competition, performing
Khachaturian's Concerto-Rhapsody for cello and
orchestra. In 2018, he made his professional concerto
debut performing the same work with the Tuscon
Symphony Orchestra. Additionally, he is a top prize
winner in the Sphinx, Edith Knox, and Indiana University
Latin American Music Center competitions.

As an ardent performer of new and lesser-known
music, Mariscal has been involved in dozens of
premieres and new works, and has performed
extensively as a member of the Aspen Contemporary
Ensemble, the Indiana University New Music Ensemble,
and USC's Thorton EDGE ensemble. Following his
Aspen performance of Tan Dun's Elegy: Snow in
June for cello and percussion ensemble, The Aspen
Times wrote, “Mariscal seemed born to play Dun's
soulful, endlessly inventive and expressive music. With
rock-solid technique and undeniable star quality,
Mariscal seemed less a student getting a break
than a bona fide artist.” A passionate proponent of
Latin American music, he has recorded rarely-heard
music for unaccompanied cello by 20th and 21st
century composers including Osvaldo Golijov, Alberto
Ginastera, and Paul Desenne, and is a frequent
programmer and performer of music from Latin
America. Also an avid chamber musician, Mariscal
has performed with esteemed artists such as Midori
Goto, Jorja Fleezanis, Tamas Varga, Arar Arad and
Paul Kantor.
Mariscal received his Bachelor's of Music degree from
Indiana University under the tutelage of Eric Kim, and
received a Master of Music degree and a Graduate
Certificate from the University of Southern California,
where he studied with David Geringas and Ralph
Kirschbaum.
					

After our traditional Easter morning worship at
9:00 a.m., browse through the
Spring Craft / Bake Sale
for your last minute Easter treats.
Then return to the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.
to enjoy this wonderful musical treat.

There is no charge for the recital but a free-will offering
will be graciously accepted. All proceeds will be used
to further the mission of Community United Methodist
Church.

Intergenerational Faith Formation

I

ntergenerational Faith Formation (IFF) classes will resume on Sunday, March 6 at 10am
in the Intergeneration Faith Formation room. This will be the first Sunday of Lent, and we
will focus on an Adam Hamilton book entitled, “24 Hours that Changed the World”. You
are invited to a spiritual journey in which we will explore the final day in the life of Jesus of
Nazareth, beginning with the last meal he ate with his disciples and culminating in his death
and burial.
Although we will be focused on one day, the Lenten season is a period of penitential
preparation for Easter. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a 40-day time of repentance,
fasting, and preparation of the coming Easter. The Bible is filled with 40-day spiritual journeys
in which people of faith have sought to hear from God. Elijah spent forty days fasting and
seeking God at Mount Horeb. Moses fasted for forty days and forty nights at Mount Sinai
when he received the Law. Noah watched the rain fall for forty days and forty nights as he
sat in the ark pondering God’s words to him. Jonah preached repentance to the people of
Nineveh for forty days. And, most important of all, Jesus, before beginning his ministry, spent
forty days and forty nights fasting in the wilderness while being tested by the devil.
“24 Hours that Changed the World” is an opportunity to retrace the footsteps of Jesus
during the final hours of his life. During our IFF classes, we will devote our time listening as
God speaks to us through the story of Jesus’ final day, when he gave his life to redeem and
save us from the brokenness and sin that had left us alienated from God and one another.
Although this topic is rather heavy, IFF is time for all ages to come together to experience
the Word of the Lord, and classes are tailored to meet the interests of everyone, young and
old. Please join us for this very special journey.

iff

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

befrienders

B

efrienders met on Tuesday February 15th. Our agenda included a review of caregiver
feedback from our January meeting. We decided that the resources/information
gathered would be put into a document or pamphlet that would be available to those
who seek help with their caregiving roles. A screen ad will run on the various electronic
devices around the church encouraging people to contact the office for more information.

One of our goals is to be trained as lay people communion assistants to deliver communion
to those unable to attend in person worship if so desired. Two communion kits have
been donated by Pastor Mark for this purpose. We would like to invite anyone in the
congregation who is interested in serving this sacrament to others to let Ellyn Wagner know.
We are proposing a training session for Tuesday Mar. 15 at 1 pm.
Over 80 Valentine cards were sent out to our members this past week. This effort from a
small group of care connectors tries to bridge the gap with those who are separated from
in person worship and contact with other CUMC members. Approximately 25 care calls
were made to CUMC members whom we haven’t seen at in person worship in about a
year. Callers identified themselves as care connectors from CUMC and asked if we could
do anything for the person(s) being contacted along with a friendly hello. Birthday cards
are being sent to all members of all ages this year in an effort to let people know CUMC
cares. If you would like to be a part of any of these ministries, please contact Ellie Wilmeth.

care connections

first aid for mental health

C

oncerns about Mental Health
Addressed in Upcoming free, virtual
workshop offered by the conference-

First Aid for Mental Health – See the world
through the eyes of others
Live, virtual training – March 10 and 24
Recognizing the need to create a more
empathic community and environment
within the United Methodist Church for those
struggling with mental health. Wespath,
providing administrative and investment

services to benefit plans for those affiliated
with The United Methodist Church, is offering
first aid training for mental health. First Aid
for Mental Health is for EVERYONE. Clergy
and their spouses, Church leaders, staff and
congregation members are all invited to
attend—at no cost. The skills acquired can
be applied to many situations, including
home, social and professional environments.
For more information and to register, visit the
First Aid for Mental Health event page at
Wespath.org/r/firstaidmh

women of faith

O

n Monday, March 14, Women of Faith will
use the freeconferencecall.com platform to
facilitate gathering at 1:15 p.m. for fellowship
and discussion of Chapter 6 (the second-to-last
chapter) in the book, Hope: Living Fearlessly in a Scary
World. If you need more information or assistance to
dial in our assigned phone number to join the call,
please contact Barbara Ridgely (262-377-1411) before
1:00 p.m. on the 14th. Thank you.

We invite all women to meet for coffee on the
fourth Monday, March 28, at 9:30 a.m. at NSeven
Coffee Company, located at 1307 Wisconsin Ave. in
downtown Grafton, across from the Grafton Hotel.
We hope for a pleasant day; however, if the weather
is too cold or threatening, we plan to meet for
fellowship via conference phone call.

mary martha circle

M

ary Martha Circle will not be meeting in March.
If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Severson.

men's study group

T

he Thursday morning men's discussion group
will not be meeting for the next three to four
weeks. Due to spring vacations we are "short" of
attendees. We are also taking this period to consider

our next book for reading and discussion. Stay tuned
and we ask all men, young and old, to check their
schedules and join us when we resume. Questions?
Contact Ron Zabransky.

first quarter coin collection

Harbor House

T

he first quarter coin collection will be going to
Harbor House, located in Appleton. Harbor House
Domestic Abuse Programs provides safe shelter
and support services to survivors of domestic abuse
in Northeast Wisconsin. Their mission is to empower
communities to be free from domestic abuse through
safety, knowledge, and engagement.

Available to shelter residents as well as non-residents,
their free programming and services help individuals
live a fulfilling life. All of their staff are highly trained
in domestic abuse client advocacy and diversity
awareness, with formal educational backgrounds in
social work, human services, and education.
With the exception of their temporary shelter, all of the
services offered at their Appleton location are also
available through our Chilton office.

birthdays

happy birthday to you!
March 1

Richard Brekke

March 2

Carol Schulenberg

March 4
Cheryl Isacson
		Natalie Zimbelman
						
March 5
Julia Donaldson
		Kay Crosby
						
March 8
Debbi Sheets
			
March 11
Mary Whitmore

March 16
Bob Isacson
		
March 18
Ron Zabransky
March 19

Kathy Henderson

March 25
Sheila Bernhardt
		David Ridgely
			
March 26
Steven Bowler
		
March 28
Valerie Nichols

March 13

Harold Stanlick

March 29

March 14

Gary Vanderspool		

March 30
Randy Roupp
			

March 15
Daniella Jelinski
		Craig Pierce

Emily Westphal

looking ahead
Palm Sunday

Good Friday

Services at 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Service at 12:00 p.m.

April 10

April 15

Spring Craft/Bake Sale after services

Light luncheon follows

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday

Service at 7:00 p.m.

Service at 9:00 a.m.

April 14

April 17

Spring Craft/Bake Sale after service
Kinjo Chamber Group at 10:30 a.m.

Cooperation

I

children's ministry

n today’s world, so many of us our focused
on our own lives we don’t see others in
need. We miss those who just need a
helping hand, some cooperation to lift them
to the next level, the next stage in their life, or
just some help to get them through a difficult
time. Sometimes we simply need to slow
down so we can notice those in need. And
then there are those who step up, offer a kind
word, a smile, or an act that touches another
in ways they do not even realize. This is the
work of God; this is living a faith filled life.
As many of you know, I tested positive for
COVID in January, and it hit me hard. I spent
a little over a week in the hospital and was
not able to eat or sleep or function with any
normalcy. Once I came home from the
hospital, I quarantined myself from the rest of
my family as I struggled to get healthy over
the next few weeks. It was, of course, not
fun and I could not care for my family as I
typically do. Even as I started feeling better,
I was still very weak and shaky. But it was
with the cooperation of my church family
that gave me the strength to come back;
that gave me the time I needed to restore
my health. Through prayers, text messages,
emails, cards, and meals (my family never ate
so well!), I knew that my recovery would be a
journey, but I had the support I needed to get
through it. For that I am truly grateful. Thank
you, thank you, thank you!
Sometimes acts of kindness that may seem
small to us, make the world of difference
to the person on the receiving end. This
is what cooperation is all about. It is the
collaboration between people who assist
each other to achieve common goals. It is
argued to be one of Jesus' major normative

themes. These teachings include the Golden
Rule, Jesus' admonitions for forgiveness,
the need for generosity, required relations
between His disciples, and Jesus' healings.
Ecclesiastes 4:9 tells us, “Two people are
better than one. They get more done by
working together.” In other words, with
cooperation, we can do more than we
can do alone. We can work together
because everyone has a part to play. Like
I mentioned, during my illness, some people
sent cards, some sent emails, others sent
meals, etcetera, etcetera. Everyone has
something to offer, a gift to share, and
kindness to give.
We are not alone in this world. We all have
times when we need the help and support
of others, and we all have times when we
can offer that support. Remember the words
of Luke 6:31, “Do for other people what you
want them to do for you.”
Cooperation is a spiritual concept that
originates with God. God created us to
work together in a community. Throughout
the Bible, we see how God brought people
together to accomplish something big for
Him. When we work together, when we help
others, we reflect what Jesus envisioned for
His followers. Our love for one another can
point people to Him.
Again, I am so grateful for the kindness you
all showed me and family in my time of need.
God bless you all. You have inspired me to
be a better person.
Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

boost our general fund!

fundraiser

Spring Craft/Bake Sale

S

ince our Art/Craft & Bake Sale at Christmas
was so successful, we would love to
bring it back for Easter! We raised over
$3,000 at Christmas with the generosity of the
congregation. The goal of this Fundraiser is to
boost our general funds for the church!

Our Christmas selection was so beautiful, and
creative. Can we do it again? Could everyone
contribute in some way? Bake some cookies,
or loaves of bread. Be creative and think of
spring crafts for the home or yard. The sale will
run three Sundays in April: April 3, 10 and 17th.

If you are able to set up, organize or work the
sale, please sign up on the kiosk in Fellowship
Hall. As is the case everywhere, Covid has
made an impact on our financial condition.
So remember - give as generously as you can!
Help us to keep the church programming going
so we can continue to grow devoted followers
of Christ and equip our leaders in service!

daylight savings time

March 13
Sunday, March 13, 2 a.m., is the official start of Daylight
Savings Time, so set your clocks ahead one hour on
Saturday night!
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