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Pastor's Message

F

irst, I would like to say , Thank you to
the church and all of you that have
crossed my path over the past
6 months. It has been a privilege, a
blessing and a joy to help you through
this difficult period.
As you transition to your new Pastor, I
pray for direction and strength in the
days ahead. I am sure each of you
will support and answer the call, to
do what you can to help this church
“come alive” once again. It will take
commitment and volunteering by
everyone to continue to provide
direction for this journey.

For those who have been involved in
support roles, I say thank you! For those
of you feeling a call to serve, I say step
up and be counted! For those who
do not feel a “nudge” at this time, I
encourage you to keep praying,
listening and awaiting the call to serve.
May God bless each and everyone
of you on your faith journey. Until we
meet again …
Pastor Mark

Rev. Lourdes Magalhaes

Dear CUMC Family

new pastor

M

ay is arriving full of excitement
as the weather is changing,
schools are concluding the year,
preparation for graduation, vacation, last
Sunday school day, Mother's Day, farewell
to Rev. Mark Weaver who is serving you
with grace and love, and soon your new
pastor is arriving.
I am Rev. Lourdes Magalhaes who will
be your pastor from June, 2022. Since
Bishop Hee-So Jung appointed me to
CUMC, I am praying that the Lord keeps
each of you in his hand at this time of
transition. Thank you all for your prayers as
I conclude my time here at Wesley UMC –
Marshfield and for my arrival to be
with you.
I am looking forward to joining you in the
mission of Jesus Christ and learn to form a
relationship that will enable us to be open
to where God wants to lead us moving
forward in a holistic ministry of body, mind

and spirit connecting both individual
and the community with great potential,
energy and enthusiasm of the
CUMC family.
Let us continue allowing our faith
to grow towards God’s light. Let us
consider ourselves and our community’s
togetherness to “press on toward the goal
for the prize of the heavenly call of God in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14 NRSV).
May God bless each and every one
of you as we prepare ourselves to be
together
in June.
In Christ’s love name,
Rev. Lourdes Magalhaes
Pastor

fundraisers

Update

E

aster Sunday was a lovely morning at our church. I hope you had the opportunity
to be a part of the experience. The Chamber music was a delight and so enriching.
Everyone was deeply impressed by the music and professionalism. We earned a net
profit of $500 after expense for the Easter Recital. Our Bake/Craft sale was also a part of
Easter Sunday. We ran the sale for first 3 Sundays in April, ending on Easter, and netted
over $2300. This was fabulous and very rewarding! These funds will help our General
Budget. Many thanks to the artists, crafters, bakers, and everyone who purchased an
item! We are very blessed to have such talented people!
We are now planning our annual Rummage Sale. Our first planning meeting is Tuesday,
May 3 at 6:30 p.m. Please plan to attend. So much is already in place from the wonderful
planning last year. Thank you!
Finance/Stewardship Committee

Easter Thank You!

music

W

hat a glorious Easter we
celebrated together! A lovely
prelude by Saaba Annor, choir and
handbells under the direction of our new
music leader – Lisa Graves, hymns on our
renovated organ, our children singing and
smiling, and Kayoko and husband John
adding an exquisite musical treat on violin
and piano. In case you have forgotten, it is
our first Easter back in the sanctuary in two
years. Last year we celebrated outside…
wouldn’t have worked this year with the
weather being colder than the temps
at Christmas.
Following our worship service, we were
privileged to experience the premier
performance of the “Kinjo Chamber
Group”. What a powerful, dynamic group
made up of Kayoko and John and their

friend, Nick on cello. To listen to these
three Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
members, making soaring music together
was a blessing. We are grateful for the
financial support that many folks from
CUMC provided for this rare opportunity. If
you missed it, please check out the church
website for a video of their recital.
A big thank you for all the hard work and
dedication of the choir members and Bell
Choir to help make a wonderful Easter
celebration. Choir rehearsals on Mondays
at 6:30 p.m. and Bell choir rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. will continue
through May ending just before Memorial
Day with the goal of preparing music
for Pentecost and arrival of the new
pastor. Come join us for fun music. No
experience required.

thank you!

Recognition Sunday

O

n Sunday, May 8 following the
9:00 a.m. service, we will gather in
Fellowship Hall to say “thank you
and best wishes” to Pastor Mark and our
organist, Kayoko, for their ministry to us
these past several months.

There is a basket (for each) on the
Welcome Center to drop off cards
of appreciation. All cards must be at
church by 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 8.
Pastor Mark’s last Sunday will be May 15.
Kayoko’s last Sunday will be May 22.

welcome

Pastor Lourdes

I

n a matter of weeks, we will be
welcoming Pastor Lourdes as CUMC’s
new pastor. To ease her transition to
Cedarburg, the parsonage, and CUMC,
we will be presenting her with a Welcome
Basket upon her arrival. You are invited
to contribute a non- perishable item from
Cedarburg ( or the surrounding area). This
basket will greet her on her move-in date
at the end of May.

Items will be collected through May 22nd
in the church office.
Contact Ellyn Wagner if you have any
questions.
Staff Parish Committee

intergenerational faith formation

Heroes and Villains

L

ike an exciting action-packed movie, the
Bible is filled with heroes and villains who
rise and fall from grace. The Bible does
not discriminate to only reflect the good – it
tells the stories of many people, good and
bad. It shares their conflicts, misfortunes,
and triumphs, all things that demonstrate
great faith in the face of adversity. Heroes
who often come from humble beginnings
and rise up for the righteous. And many who
act in their own self-interest, bringing great
hardship to others.
During the month of May, the
Intergenerational Faith Formation class will
explore some of the most courageous acts
and cunning plots of the Bible’s most famous
and infamous characters. From Adam
and Eve to Elijah, from Martha to several
Marys to Jesus Christ himself, each one of
these people has defining characteristics
that shaped the lives of early believers and
continue to influence Christians today.
We had a teaser for this series in January
when we talked about the life of Noah. Was
he a hero or was he a villain? Or was he a
bit of both? No matter how you view him,
Noah was a faithful, obedient man of God.
He is best known for building the ark, but
his story is much deeper than that. We can
consider him a hero if for no other reason
than his obedience to God. Noah was a
man who served and worked for God.

Amid adversity. Amid mockery. Noah did
what God asked of him. His story is one of
faith. His story teaches us that to have a
living faith means we need to combine
what we do and how we live with what we
believe. God’s Word is not just words about
God; it is the voice of God in written form
that He expects us to respond to – even
when it does not necessarily make sense.
What else can we learn from the lives
of people portrayed in the Bible? Their
stories shape our faith; their lessons shape
our relationship with God. When we hear
about a villain transformed into someone of
esteemed righteousness, it offers us hope.
When we read about a fallen hero who rises
against insurmountable obstacles, we learn
we can overcome the trials we experience
in our lives today.
Join us as we review and listen to the stories
of the heroes and villains of the Bible. Let
this series soak in and draw you closer to the
love and grace of God. I hope to see you
there Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the
IFF Room.

Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

Special Presentation
A Community Discussion on Resources for Seniors

May 10 - 1:00 p.m.
Community Room

befrienders

D

id you know that Ozaukee County has
one of the best resource centers in the
state for aging and disability issues? On
Tuesday, May 10 at 1:00 p.m. in our community
room, you can meet with two of the center’s
staff to answer our questions and hear more
about valuable information. Sign up at the
desk located outside the CUMC office to help
us plan for seating.
What? You are too young to attend?
WRONG! As Christians we are called upon to
serve those in need. With an aging population
in our whole country, the Befrienders Group is

coordinating this information session with the
ADRC to help spread the word. You may find
just the help you need to extend a helping
hand in your own neighborhood.
We would love to get some of your questions
in advance to help the ADRC staff provide as
much targeted information as possible. Please
email your specific questions to Ellie Wilmeth at
elliewilmeth@gmail.com by May 6.

Thank you for your Generosity
have collected over $1,600 for this mission.
This amount is in addition to the $1,000 that
has been donated from the Mission Outreach
budget which, of course, is also funded by you.
Additionally, the Easter Offering provided over
$600, which will be divided in two and used
to support the summer camps for children
of Northcott Neighborhood House and the
Solomon Temple United Methodist Church in
Milwaukee.

n behalf of the Mission Outreach
Committee, the people of Ukraine,
and the children of Northcott
Neighborhood House and the Solomon
Temple UMC in Milwaukee, thank you for your
generosity with providing financial support to
these needs.

In 2021, the Rising Sun (Solomon Temple) camp
was attended by 14 campers and 10 junior
counselors, all of whom had the opportunity
to build a community of support and learn
leadership. They learned to express themselves
through the arts, and work on conflict
management and trust building in a camp
setting that offered swimming, canoeing and
other fun things.

During the month of March (and early April) we
collected money that will go to the UMCOR
International Disaster Fund for Ukraine. You
opened your hearts...and wallets...and we

I am constantly amazed, but not surprised, at
how generous all of you are.

O

Lunch Building for Meta House

outreach

M

any of you know that we have been
making lunches to feed the women
at Meta House for one week each
month, and this has been going on for several
months. Our commitment to do this will
continue at least through July, and hopefully
beyond.
Our ability to continue this mission depends
on receiving funding to do so. It costs about
$150 to provide meals for one week. If you
would like to "adopt" a month by providing this
funding, please consider writing a check to
CUMC and write "Meta House Lunches" on the
memo line.
While this work has been done primarily by
members of the Mission Outreach Committee,
we encourage any of you who are interested

to join us. It is an easy thing to do, only takes
about 30 minutes after church on Sunday, and
gives you an opportunity to work on a project
with other CUMC members.
Please consider joining us the next time we
make and pack these lunches, which will
be on Sunday, May 22. We will meet in the
kitchen immediately after the 9:00 a.m. church
service.
To those of you who have provided funding,
THANK YOU! And to those of you who have
provided willing hearts and working hands,
THANK YOU!

women of faith

O

n Monday, May 16, Women of Faith will gather at 11:30 a.m.
for a Spring Luncheon at the Cream and Crepe Restaurant,
N70W6340 Bridge Rd., Cedarburg (west bank of Cedar
Creek). Parking is on-street or in the adjacent Woolen Mill Shops
parking lot. Books suggested for 2022-23 will be available for the
group to preview and select one to study. For more information,
contact Barbara Ridgely.

mary martha circle

P

lease advise me on how to continue into the future. I need
suggestions for our lunch group. I have made arrangements
and had to cancel them several times due to lack of interest. I
changed the day to first Wednesday of the month. Please leave a
message (you can find my phone number in our church directory)
as I screen my calls. Thanks!
Nancy Severson

New Bible Study Coming in June

W

e will be offering a new Bible study
opportunity for those interested in
continuing their spiritual journey with God
throughout the summer months. This will be a
7-week series offered either before (8:00 a.m.) or
after (10:00 a.m.) our Sunday service (time is yet to
be determined).
If hearing God has sometimes seemed
challenging, I invite you to join us as we explore
a more intimate relationship with Him, one that
can make hearing Him – His will, His heart, and His
voice – your ongoing experience. Discover how

you can listen with greater confidence, clarity,
and discernment.
I hope you will consider joining us for this study
beginning Sunday, June 12. I look forward to
delving in deeper with you as we discern the
voice of God. All ages are welcome!
Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

Happy Birthday to You!

birthdays

May 1		

Gary Singer

May 5		
Tom Wilmeth
			
May 6		
Lynda Janssen
					
May 8		
Marilyn Plaistow		
May 11		

Melissa Reuter

May 20		
Sue Kennedy
		Jennifer Wade
		Coleen Healy
			
May 22		
Jeffrey Lator
		Jacob West
May 24		
John Heyer
		Helen Peace

May 12		
Suzanne Zabransky
			
May 15
Tom Reuter

May 26		
Judi McCullum
					
May 27		
Carla Schmidt

May 16		

May 28		

Kate Eggert

May 19		
Ray Thomas
May 31		
		Wendy Albrecht			

George Wedemeyer
Mike Palmer

Attention Green Thumb Members!

The Green Team Needs You!

I

t’s that time of year again, time to start planning
lawn and landscape maintenance for the Church
grounds. CUMC utilizes the help of volunteers to
mow the Church lawn and beautify the grounds with
annual and perennial flowers. If you have a green
thumb and would like to help out this season with
either grass cutting or flowers please contact Kevin
Westphal at kwestphal270@gmail.com.

Once we have a group of interested folks we can
arrange a short informational meeting at Church,
after Service, in the coming weeks. Thank you and
God Bless!

Facebook Series - Resilience

I

children's ministry

f there is anything our Wisconsin springs can
teach us it is resilience. We can go from
sunny, 70-degree weather one day and
within the next few days we have three inches
of snow on the ground. We get excited by
those first few warm days – anxious to get
back outside and start our outdoor hobbies
and activities but then…snow. Cold, dreary
weather sneaks back in to remind us that we
still are not in control. So, how do we navigate
through the ups and downs of our changing
weather? Think of it as an analogy to how you
handle the ups and downs of daily life.
Resilience is a skill and, while it may come
more naturally to some people than others, it
does take work and mindfulness to develop.
At the core, resilience is the ability to withstand
adversity and bounce back from difficult
circumstances. It is a psychological reaction
for which we do have some control if we work
to manage our response toward hardships,
change, and setbacks. Being resilient allows
us to be knocked down by the trials of life and
come back as strong, if not stronger, than
before. It is so important because it enables
us to develop ways to protect ourselves
from experiences that could otherwise be
overwhelming. It does not mean that we do
not experience or feel the pressures of life, it
just prepares us to deal with these difficulties in
a healthy, productive manner.
There are, of course, several factors of
resilience that cannot be modified but
resilience-building skills can be learned.
The number one factor is mindfulness – selfawareness, attention, flexibility, and stability of
focus, letting go of things which you cannot
control, both physically and emotionally, and
accessing and sustaining a positive attitude.
With God’s help, you can find resilience. You
can choose to get back up when something
gets you down. Isaiah 40:28b-31 reminds us
of this.

“The Lord is the everlasting God, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He
will not grow tired or weary, and his
understanding no one can fathom. He
gives strength to the weary and increases
the power of the weak. Even youths grow
tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall; but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run and not
grow weary; they will walk and not
be faint.”
God is strong and faithful, always working in
our lives. We might fall from time to time, but
when we put our trust in God, we find the
strength we need to get back up again. Jesus
showed us how to face life with resilience. No
matter what happened, Jesus relied on God
to help Him accomplish the mission set before
Him. Because of Jesus, we can trust God no
matter what. We can bounce back from
whatever knocks us down and complete the
mission God has for us.
Remember these things - God is always with
you. Keep going even when it gets tough. You
can choose joy when life gets hard. Trusting
God can help you get back up. Keep going
because of what Jesus did for you. Have faith,
my friends.
“And let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured on the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. Consider him who endured
such opposition from sinners, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.” Hebrews
12:1b-3
Stevie Stibor
Director of Children’s Ministries

The Day the Birds Flew

by Jerry Johnson
Once upon a time
There were little birds
Who were just born
Into a world unknown.

Closer they crept to the edge
Of their world not knowing
Of success or failure
Of the unknown world below.

Their nest was their security
Even though it was rough
With many twigs and stuff
That were unidentifiable.

Closer and closer they crept
To the edge of their knowledge,
Of flying on their own abilities
To sample what lay below.

The nest was high
In a tree from which
They could see
Many things that mystify.

Off they flew
Into the world below
Not knowing that sometimes
The landing would be rough.

How had they gotten
To this lofty perch anyway?
Was it their doing
Or that of some unknown?

"Flying, I'm flying,
Look, watch what we can do
As we circle our home,
Our safe, secure home."

No other critters
Had reached this height
So there was a feeling
Of loneliness, of being scared.

"Now is the time
To stretch our wings
More and more
To fly higher and higher."

These little birds had achieved
A status that was still to be realized
By those around them
As they flapped their wings.

The wind, ah the wind,
Takes them to new heights
And sometimes old lows
As they circle their world.

They saw that others
Could fly as they stretched
Their wings to their full extent
And they thought they could too.

"What joy there is in flying"
They thought as they flew
More and more
And further and further.

They had tried a few times
With varying success
By creeping to the edge
Of their worldly nest.

The little birds were amused
At how easy it was to fly,
To leave their home,
Their prickly nest.

Would this next time
Be the charm
Or will there be insurmountable
Obstacles, not of their own making?

A few bumps and bruises
As they learned of their ability
To pick themselves off the branch
They didn't want to land on.

Will they try or not
As they stretched to their limits
While still being uncertain
Of their capabilities to fly.

They did not give up flying,
In fact, they became better
And better at their abilities
Because they did not give up.
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